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* Where'er I roan, whatever realms I lee, 
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And drags at each remove a lengthening chain.* 
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INTRODUCTION. 



In presenting this first '* History of the Town of 
Greenock'' to the notice of the public, the Author is 
perfectly aware that many motives may be assigned for 
so doing. . But what led to this attempt, was the fact 
that many places, less entitled to notice than this 
flourishing sea-port town, had their rise and progress 
set before the public, while here we were comparatively 
unknown. Whether this brief sketch will find its way 
to any thing like a favoumble reception from the pub- 
lic, remains to be seen j and the Author is perfectly 
aware that there are many individuals in the com- 
munity more qualified to do justice to the task than 
he who has drawn up its pages. But what is '' writ 
is writ.'' To those gentlemen who favoured him 
with communications to the queries sent abroad, it is 
but too little to return his most sincere thanks. To 
William Macfie, Esq., of Langbouse ; as also to John 
Speirs, Esq., M.D. ; James Leitch, Esq. ; John 
Mennons, Esq* ; Robert Carswell, Esq. ; Mr. Wil- 
liam Heron, and Mr. Colin Buchanan; it is but jus- 
tice to state, that their information on various sub- 
jects was of the greatest use, and consequently made 
available in this compilation. Various sources of in- 
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formation have been gone carefully over; and this 
work has been in no small degree indebted to ^* Craw- 
ford's Renfrewshire ;" " Woodrow's Church His- 
tory J*' " Chalmers* Caledonia;'' « History of Scot- 
land ;" and " Sir John Sinclair's Statistical Account." 
If any thing is td be regretted, it is the seeming want 
of arrangement which may appear in the work ; and 
this has arisen, in a great measure, from information 
coming in when the book itself was in progress through 
the press. In regard to eirors, it is hardly to be ex- 
pected that a first a^mpt at history can be entirely 
free ; but whoever may be called upon to write a second 
edition, either soon or at a more distant period, can 
avail himself of such information as the present volume 
contains, and on this a fabric may be reared more 
worthy of public support. To the numerous friends 
who came forward to patronize this e£R)rt, more than 
mete gratitude is due ; and they may rest assured, that 
the feeling which the Author entertains of their 
kindness is not likely to be soon effiiced. It is not to 
be expected that this rallying round an individual 
should disarm fidr and honourable criticism. The 
book is put forth with the <;onscioU8ness of its contain- 
ing many fiiults ; and if any other person had come 
forward willing to engage in the task, every informa- 
tion andv^dd would have been given, and a more per* 
feet record might have been produced of the history 
of a town, which has risen in importance and greatness 
scarcely equalled by any place in the neighbourhood. 

D. W. 
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Emboiom'd la a lovely bay. 

We see thy crowded mansions rise ; 
While commeroe« with her proud display, 

Arrests at onoe our wondering eyes. 
These are the fleets which plow the main. 

And visit isles beyond the sea ; 
Yet homeward turn their prow again, 

To waft their treasures back to thee. 
*Twas this which made thee what thoa art, 

A child of wealth tho' young in years ; 
And bade thee into being start. 

From that which scarcely now appears. 
The huts are gone— the spire is seen, 
* The glebe resounds with infant glee ; 
And where the proud oak wav*d with green. 

No vestige of its pride we see. 
All, all around bespeaks thee great. 

And may thy wealth with years extend ; 
An arm to shield our parent state. 

While King and country call thee friend ! 



In writtttg a history of Greenock, it cannot <be expected that 
there will be much to interest the lovers of antiquarian lore : its 
origin is but of recent date ; and its progressive improvement^ 
from a small fishing village to its present state, has been but 
little more than the work of a century. Few places in 4be em- 
pire have made more rapid advances towards commercial im- 
portance, and no sea-port in Scotland produces greater revenues 
from the duties levied by the Excise and Customs. Its trade 
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extends to every part in the world : and^ during the long and 
arduous wars, our seamen were alike famed for their noble dar- 
ing in fighting the battles of our country, as they were for their 
skill and enterprize in visiting foreign climates, which to many 
proved only but a grave. 

The name Greenock is derived from the British Graenag, sig- 
nifying a gravelly or sandy place, or from the Gaelic Grainach, 
signifying a sunny place. Either of these derivations is suffi- 
ciently applicable, as it has a gravelly and sandy soil, and is 
exposed to the rising sun which it receives on the bosom of its 
beautiful bay. Notwithstanding of this, a popular opinion has 
gone abroad that the origin of the name arose from a fine spread- 
ing oak, which stood at the foot of William Street, and to which 
the fishing boats used to be fastened, but this is a mere quibble. 
** What sort of an oak is Gourock % and what Gitrvock ? — these 
are both in the neighbourhood." 

Greenock is confined on the north by the sea, and on the south- 
west by a range of hills, which take their rise about Finlayston, 
stretching along to the height of eight handred feet,* and ter^ 
minate near Gourock. In consequence of this peculiarity, the 
Town originally stretched in a line along the shore, and includ- 
ing Crawfordsdyke, may be considered at present to extend in 
length to about two and a half miles, while its Iweadth is incon- 
siderable. 

For so high a latitude the weather is generally mild, the most 
prevalent winds being from the southward and westward ; and 
though abundantly changeable, the extremes of heat and cold are 
not very great. The thermometer rarely rises above 80;0 of 
Fahrenheit. — In the hot summer of 1826, it sometimes stood at 
82.0 or 83.0 ; and once as high as 85.0. During frost in win- 
ter this instrument seldom falls under 20 degrees, and once cmly 
during the last ten years has it been down to 15.0. When souths 
eriy wind prevails in winter, the weather is commonly moist and 



* Corlic is considered the highest elsTatiooi and presents a most delightful 
view. 



mild. In the moAth of J«iiuaiy last, Ibe tbcvnMMoetor on. one 
occasion stood at 65.0, and at the same season of the year it is 
frequently above 50.0^ even at midnight. 

Greenockt notwithstanding the eminenee to which it has at- 
tained, is entirely of modem creation, and it is only about 160 
years since its whole buildings consisted of a row of houses near 
the Rue-end, and at intervals, till they reached near the West 
Quay head. The first feu which was granted, was in 1636, at 
the foot of the ** Broomy Imte," or what is now called the Tan- 
work closs. But though the parish of Greenock is of modem 
origin, the barony is of very ancient date. Crawfurd says : — 

** A miU wwt off Frntt-G^aagqiw, upon the tbon, ttandt iht nilnoaa otttte 
of Easter-Greenoek,* a posaeMion till of late^ and for 300 yoan past, of tha 
Crawforda of Kilbirny ; which came to that famUf by right of marriaga of 
• • • . Galbraith, daughter, and one of the odhein, of Maloaliii Galbraith 
of Greenock, iu the reigii of King Robert II L The oommon anoeator of die 
Crawfurds, as our renowii'd Hietorian and Antiquary Mr. ThoMas Craw- 
ford, Frofeawr of Philoei^y and Mathematicki in the UniTcnity of Edin- 
bargh, and author of the Notes on Buchanan's History, (who also wrote an 
Historical account of abme of the ancient families of his name) eays, was one 
Maefceraock ; w1io» as the otory goes» lignidiaed hlmsdf at an angagemeot by 
the water of C>ee in Galloway, by dieoovering of a Foord, which gave a aig* 
nal advantage to his party. The story may carry some show of truth ; for it 
is oboerred, that most of our surnames at firsts were taken frsm plaos% aod- 
dentsy and the most remarkable actions of a man's life : but this I wave, as 



« But the firat using this simame, I have found, is Galfridoade Crawford, 
who la witness in a charter by Roger Bishop of St Andrews, to the Abbaey 
of Kelso, deckring that Monastery independent of the Epieoopal See. Which 
charter has probably been about the year 1180, when Roger was elected Bishop 
of St. Andrews, in the reign of iUng William: soitisokar thatthefiunilyof 
Crairfiird, aeated at a plaoaof that nasae, in the county of Lanerk, and from 
their hereditary landa took designation, when fisoed anmilmes came commonly 
to be used. But the principal fiunily of this name failed in the reign of King 
Alexander IL, in tlie person of Shr John Crawfurd of that ilk, who departed 
thblifeinan. 1846. Hisestate went to his daughters and eo-helre; Margaret 
the elder belflf married to Hugh de Douglas, ancestor of the Duke of Dou- 
glas ; and the second daughter married David de Lindsay, ancestor to the Earl 
of Crawfurd. 



* About flO yesn ago, the late tenant of HiU-end, wbera stood the ancient CasUe of ISaater 
Oreraock, in excavaung the ground, fell in with a sunk cellar, where was found a number of 
CMkg oonteiniog liquid, the nature of which eouM not be aacertained. 



«« Hm prifidpi] Aimlly of tlM Crawford* thus fidUnf, aptrt of the old otiate 
rMDoinod with the male iasne of the andent proprietors^ as the learned Sir 
JaoMS Dalrymple obcerres. For, in a donation by Darid de Lindsay to the 
Monastery of Newbottle» oat of the lands of Crawford, he bonnds his gift 

< inter terram aieam terram Johannis, fiUi Reginaldi de Crawford, osqne 
* ad terram Eodesin de Crawford. ' That the lands of John, the son of Regi- 
nald de Crawfiird, are ezoepted oot of the foresaid donation, the same eele- 
brated author thinks, gaye rise to the dutinction of the lands of Crawford 
Lindsay, from Crawford John. 

*< And that a family of die simame of Crawford had possession in Clydes- 
dale, near Crawford, and a distinct £unily from the Crawfords of Loodonn, 
who was the first and most considerable branch of the principal stemm, and 
seated in the shire of Air, while the family of Crawford of that ilk existed, 
the following aothority will sofficiently docoment. For Mr. Thomas Craw- 
ford, oor learned Antiquary and Historian, makes Loodoon*s anoeslor grand 
uncle to Sir John the last Baron of Crawford ; and in the reign of King 
Alexander II. ' Reginaldos de Crawford, Vioeoomes de Air,' who is of 
Loudoun, is frequently mention'd in the Registers of the Abbies of ^ Kelso and 
Fasly, about the year 1S26, and in the same reign obtained the Barony of Lou- 
doun, by marriage of the heiress of James Loudoun of that ilk, of whom the 
Right Honourable Hugh Earl of Loudoun is the lineal heir. So that I think 
probably John, the son of Reginald de Crawford, who had lands contiguous to 
the Barony of Crawford, mentioned from the Cbartulary of Newbottle, was 
a son of the first Sir Reginald Crawford of Loodonn. Moreover I have seen, 
in the Register of the Abby of Kelso, in the Advocates Library at Edinborgh, 
a Writ an. 1871, wherein Andrew, Abl»otof Kelso, acknowledges 'Dominum 
' Hugonem Crawfurd, Militem, & Aliciam sponsam ejus, in possessione tenw 

< de Draffan, in Viceoomitatu de Lanerk :' which lands they held of that Con- 
vent. And, that this Sir Hugh Crawford was not of Loudoun, our national 
historiea do sufficiently evidence. They mention Sir R^inald Crawford of 
Loodoun the father, and Sir Reginald the son, among other Scots Patriots, 
who stood firm to the interest of their ooontry, after King Alexander III.'s 
deathi in opposition to the oppression of King Edward I. of England, and 
were ootemporary*witb Sir Hogh abovementtoned. « 

« There is also extant, in the Viscount of Garnock's Charter-chest, a con- 
tract of Excambion betwixt Laurence Crawford of Kilbirny, his ancestor, upon 
the one part, and Sir James Hamilton of Finnart, with consent of Margaret 
Livingston his spouse, upon the other, dated Jan. 29, 1528 ; whereby Kilbirny 
excambed his part of the lands of Crawford-John, with Sir James Hamilton's 
lands of Drumray in the shire of Dunbartoun ; which continues with his 
descendents, and gives the title of Lord to the Right Honourable Patrick 
Viscount of Garnock. Which Laurence Crawfurd of Kilbirny, was son and 
heir of Robert Crawfurd of Kilbirny, by Marlon his wife, a daughter of the 
family of Semple ; and he, of John Crawford of Kilbirny; and he, of Mal- 
colm Crawfurd of Kilbirny, who obtained the Barony of Kilbirny and diverse 



•Umt lands, by marriage of Maijory/ daugliter and m^ belr of John Barolay 
of Kttbirnyy who was a bnndi of the Bardaja of ArdioMan, a luaHj of gvnt 
antiquity in the shire of Air. Richard de Barclay their anceator, is mentioned 
a witness in the fonndation Charter of the Abby of Kilwinninf , ibnnded by 
Hugh Morrel, Constable of ScotUnd, in King Maleom I V/s time. 

'^Bnttoretamtothelamilyof KUbimy: Of lAurence abovementioned, I 
have foond nothing more to'reeord, bat that in the year 1647, he settled upon 
his Chapel of Drumray, a liberal fund, for the better support of eertain Priests, 
to celebrate divine serrice ' for the soul of his late Sorereign Lord, King James 
V. and for the good estate of himsdf, and of Helen Campbel his wife, daug&ter 
of Sir Hugh Campbel of Loudoun; and for all the faithful deceased.' He 
departed this liife in the month of June 164r, leaving Issue, by the said Helen 
his wife,' Hugh his son and heir; John of Easter- Greenodi; and Captain 
Thomas, ancestor of the Crawfurds of Jordanhill and Cartsbum. He had 
moreover a daughter, Catharine, married to David Fairly of that ilk, and had 
issue. 

' ** To Laurence Crawford of Kilbimy suceeeded Hugh bis son and behr ; 
who, adhering to the interest of Queen Mary, at the field of Langside, Join'd 
Her Mijesty's troops with a considerable number of his vassals ; lor which he 
took a Remission from the Regent Lenox, in the year 1571. He was twice 
married ; first, with Margaret, daughter of Sir John Colquboun of Luss ; and 
afterwards he espoused Elizabeth, daughter of David Barclay of Ladyland : 
By the first he had Malcolm his son and heir ; and, of the last, he had William, 
author of that branch of the Crawfurds of Knightswood. He had moreover 
four daughters ; viz. Marion, married to John Boyle of Kelburn, of whom 
the Right Honourable David Earl of Glasgow is lineally descended ; Margaret, 
to James Galbraith of Kiloroieb, an ancient family In Stirlingshire ; Cathe- 
rine, to William Wallace of Eldersly ; Elizabeth, to David Brady of Castle- 
tonn in Clackmannanshire: He deceased in the year lS/76, and had for his 
auecessor, Malcolm his son and heir; who wedded Margaret, daughter of 
John Cunninghame of Glengamock, by whom he bad John his son and heir, 
and a daughter, Anne, married to William Cunninghame of Leglan ; which 
Malcolm* deceased anno 1595: to whom succeeded John, his son, who de- 
parted this life anno 1622, leaving issue, by Margaret bis wife, daughter 
of John Blair of that ilk, John his successor ; Malcolm of Newtoun, and 
James of Knightswood ; and a daughter Margai-et, maiTied to Hugh Kennedy 
of Ardmillan. 

' <* To John, last mentioned, succeeded John his son ; who married Mary 
daughter of James Earl of Glencairn, by whom he had John his son and heir ; 
and daughters, Anne, married to Alexander Cunninghame of Corsehill, and 
had issue ; Margaret, to Colonel William Crawfurd, elder brother to Thomas 
Crawfurd of Carse, sans issue ; and departed this life in November 1689, his 
estate descending on John his son. 

" Which John did, in a very singular manner, distinguish himself in his 
loyalty to King Charles the First ; in consideration whereof, His Majesty was 



ItootafiTQBliittth* dignity •fBuroittt^. ia ili9 yew 1642 ; ke4eMMi 
at 1UMn«||i In tJM jatr ia61« and his oofptc were teeoeported to JKitbtniy 
MdbariedaineaKliUaBeeetMre. Heweaiirioemacried; tot, wltii Mai|;aret. 
^nfhtareC Bebert Lord Borleigfa; and* aecoiMUyy to Magdalea daaghter of 
David Lord CarBCfy, eon and heirio David ficat JSarl ef Smttheek, by wboai 
lielwdtwodaaghteffiS Anne^ married te Sir Anshibald Stewart of BlacUidU, 
and had iiMie; theaecond, Margaret* on wlwm he eettled his ertate^ and to 
the lieirs of lier body, obliging them to carry the eimame of Crawf ord, witih 
the Arms of his family ; whieh Macgaret took to haaband Mr. Patriisk Zand- 
say> aseond son of John Earl of Crawfiord, by whom she Jiad issue, three aone 
and as many dangiiters ; viz* John Crawford of Kilbimy Iter eon and heir; 
the jeeond, Patrielc; third, Captain Archibald: and daoghtera, Mai^garet» 
married to David Earl of Glasgow* and had issue; the second, Anne, to Mr. 
Hary Maole, only brother of Jamee Earl of Fenmnre, and hath issoe< third, 
Msgdalen, to George Dondas of Daddiestonn, and hath issue. Dame Mar* 
garet Crawford, Lady Kilbimy, died in the month of October 1680. 

« Tfl( whom soeoeeded John her son and heir, who was created into the dig- 
nity of Viscount of Garnock, Lord Kilbimy, Kingsburn and Drumray, by 
Her Mijea^ Queen Anne, by letters patcott bearing date, at WhitduUl, the 
16th «tf AprU 170S : he deceaaed upon the Sith of December 1706; leaving 
issoe, by Margaret his wife, daughter to James Earl of Bute, Patrick now 
Vlscenntaf Gamock, bis son and heir; whose armorial bearing is; two Coata 
^piarterly; 1st, Gules: a Fess, Ermine; Sdly, Azure; a Cheveron, betwixt 
three Croes patees, Or; supported by two Greyhounds: and Creet; an Er- 
mine, Motto < Sine labe note.' 

« Dame Maigaret Crawford, Lady Kilbimy, with consent of her husband, 
in the year 1^69, aUenate the Barony of Easter Greenock, to Sir John Shaw 
of Greenock. 

« A quarter of a mile weet from the Castle of Easter Greenock, at the cad 
end of a laif^e bay, stands the town of Crawfordedike^ built of one. street, with 
a convenient harbour, capable to contain ships of a considerable burden. It 
vras erected into a Burgh of Barony, with the privilege of a weekly maiket 
and several fairs, in fiivonr of Thomas Crawfurd of Cartsbum, by a Charter 
feom King Charles II. dated the 16th of July, an. 1669. The town is chiefly 
inhabited by seamen and mechanicks. 

<< A little towards the eouth of Crawfnrdsdyke, etands the house of Carts- 
bum, well planted, the principal messwage of that Barony, and the seat of 
Thomaa Ctawf urd of Cartsbum : whidi lands were anciently a part of the 
Barony of Kilbimy, and became the patrimony of a younger brother of thaA 
ancient family, (in the reign of Queen Mary,) whoee poeterity ended in the 
person of David Crawfurd of Cartsbum, in the reign of King Charles the I. 
fie the lands oame to Malcolm Crawfurd of Newtown, a son of the family of 
Kilbimy ; and acquired from his heirs, an. 1667, by Sir John Crawfurd of 
Kilbimy. And in the year 1668, disponed by Dame Margaret Crawfurd, 
Lady Kilbimy, with consent of her husband, to Thomas Crawfurd her cousin. 



2d ton of Corndiitt Crawford of Jordanfaill, (by Mary hb wife, danglitcr of 
Sir James Lockliart of Lee,) lineally deMsended of Captain Thomas Crawftird, 
younger son of Laursnee Crawford of Kilbimy. Whieii Thomaa fltiwiioni 
the iSth of October 1605, iMwing \inm, by Jean bis wife» dangbier of Andrew 
Semple, son and beir of Robert Sample of Mflnbank, Thomas Crawlanl now 
of Cartsbom, his son and heir ; who hath married Bethia, danfblcrof'Mr* 
Archibald Robertoan of Bedlay, liy wlwm be has Isane, Thomas btesen and 
apparent iieir. 

«* His Armorial bearing Is, Gides ; a Fees, Ermine ; bcftwixt a Craaeort ki 
chief, and two Swords saltyre-ways, hilted and promel'd Or, In Base: fbr 
Crest, with a Bahmce ; with this Motto, * Qnod tibi hocalteri.' 

<« Aljot« the town, on an eminence, stand* the castle of Grtenodk, which 
overlooks It, snrronnded with pleasant parks and indosnres, having on all 
sides a ^«it deid of reguhir and besmtifnl pUnitlog, with spacious avenneo and 
tenrassea. Tht 'Barony of Greenock, as I noticed before, pertained* U> the 
Galbraitbftof old, and by . . . danghter and oo-heircss of Malcolm Oat 
braltli Off Gteeneck, by marrfaige, came to the haoAiy of Shaw of Sanehle, 
whose ancestor, according to the famoos antiquary Sfar George BMkenzie^ was 
descended of l^lacb, a son of ManDuff £«ri of FHe; and that his desosndsnta 
took simame from the proper name of their predecessor, when fixed simamob 
came to be used. 

^ In Che Regfeter of tiie Abby of Pasly, fretaent mention Is asado of the 
simame of Shaw. In the reign of King Alexander III. John do Shaw was 
a Witness to that donation, wliich Jolin, the oon of Reginald, made of the 
brads of AnldhoQse to the Moidcs of Pasly, in the year 1884. 

•* Thus the family of Sauchie became possem'd of the Barony of Wester 
Greenoci:, hf marriage of one of the co-heira of Galbralth of Greenock, hi the 
reign of King Robert III. After which they were promiscuonsly designed of 
Sancble and Greenock. For authority of this, I have seen a grant, by Andrew 
Abbot of Donftrmling, of the hinde of Garth&er, to Jamea Shaw «f Greon* 
ock, in the year 1489. The lands of Greenock continued In the faaall^ of 
Btmcfaie vintA the reign of King James V. that Alexander Shaw of Sauchie 
ga^ the lande of Greenock In patrimony to Jolin Shaw his eldest son, by £liB»- 
MtL Mtf 3d wifb, daughter of WlRlam Cunnlnghame of Glengamodc And 
sfttce the death of George Shaw of Sauohle, without suocemiov, his eetate do- 
Bceridid to the fkmily of Greenock, who is now the chief of the name» and 
I'^^fsseniative of that ancient family. John Shaw, Greeno^*s anosstor, built 
the ohareh of Greenock aftec the Baronies of £aster and Wester GveeBock 
were dissolved from the Paroch of Innerkip, and erects inio a distinct Paroob ; 
which Is ratified by an act of Parliament, in the year 1698. He married in 
an. 1565, Jean, daughter of John CunninglMime'of Grlengamock, his uncle; 
by whom he bad ^y€ sdns and as many daughters ; fint, Al^ander, who died 
without succession ; the 2d, James his successor ; the 8d, Mr. William of 
Spangow; the 4th, Patrick of Kelsoeland ; the 6th, Robert, author of that 
b^ftnch of the Shaws of Ganoway in Ird&nd; Hh dfliq;ht«n were, BliflabMb 
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Montgomery of Braldstane, and Lord Vitconnt of Airds in the Kingdom of 
Ireland, ancestor to the Earl of Mount- Alexander in that kingdom ; laobel 
married John Lindsay of the family ef Dunrod ; Marion married • . • • 
Campbel of Dovecoathail ; Christian married Fatriclc Montgomery of Craig- 
bouie Esquire ; Giles married James Crawfurd of Flattertoan. He departed 
this life an. 1698. 

" To whom succeeded James his son and heir ; who wedded Margaret, 
daughter of Hugh Montgomery of Haslehead ; and departing this life, in the 
year 1690, as appears from the probate of his testament yet extant, left issue, 
by the said Margaret his wife» John bis only son and heir, who raisM his 
fortune considerably, and died in the year 1679 ; leaving issue, by Helen his 
wife, daughter of John Houston of that ills, John his son and heir ; and a 
daughter, Margaret, married Alexander Lord Blantyre, aod had issue. Which 
John, during the late usurpation, did engage in the royal cause: and when 
His Mftjesty King Charles the II. marched with his army into England, an. 
1651, he was constitute liieutenant Colonel to the regiment of horse com- 
manded by the Earl of Dunfermling ; and, at the battle of Worcester, which 
fell out the Sd day of September that year, betwixt his Majesty's army and the 
army of the Rump, under the command of Cromwel and Lambert, the said 
John did, in a most signal manner, mAnifest his valour and loyalty to his. So- 
vereign ; of which His Majesty was so fully sensible, that, as a token of his 
royal favour, he was pleased to confer on him the honour of Knighthood : and 
when he obtained the hereditary honour of Baronet, from King James VII. 
by his Patent dated at Windsor June 28th 1687, his services to King Charles 
the II. and his zeal for the interest of the Crown, are particularly meatiopod, 
as the causes of bestowing that dignity. He married Jean, daughter of Sir 
William Mure of Rouallan ; by whom he had Sir John his sou and heir, and 
several daughters ; . . . married Patrick Mackdowal of Logan, and had 
issue; Margaret married to John Hamilton of Ladyland, and had issue; Sa- 
rah to Sir Robert Dickson of Inveresk sans issue ; Ann to Tobias Smollet of 
Bonhil, and had issue. 

« Which Sir John died, an. 1694, at Edinburgh, and was buried at the Abby 
Church of Holy-rood-house ; his estate and honours devolving on Sir John his 
son and heir, who departed this life at Edinburgh, an. 1702, and was buried, 
at Greenock, among his ancestors : leaving issue, by Eleonor his wife, daugh- 
ter, and one of the coheirs, of Sir Thomas Nicholson of Carnock, Sir John 
his son and heir, and hath married Margaret, daughter of S^ Hugh Dalrymple 
of North Berwick, Lord President of the College of Justice ; by whom he has 
one daughter, Marion.'* 

This Sir John Shaw represented Renfrewshire, in the first 
Parliament of Great Britain ; and in the rebellion in 1715 was 
distinguished by a vigorous defence of the existing government. 
On his marriage in 1700 with Margaret Dalrymple, his father 



and he concurred in making an entail of the estate of Greenock, 
which they settled on the heirs male, of that marriage ; which 
failing, on the heirs male of Margaret Shaw, afterwards Lady 
Houston, the elder Sir John's only daughter. 

Sir John Shaw, younger, as above mentioned, had an only 
child, Marion, who became wife of Lord Cathcart, and it was 
in virtue of certain feus made by Sir John in favour of this lady 
and her husband, that that noble family came to have property 
in the town of Greenock, 

Sir John Shaw, the younger, dying without heirs male, the 
succession to the estates of Greenock devolved upon the descend" 
aats of his sister, Margaret Shaw, who was wife of Sir John 
Houston of Houston, of which marriage there was a daughter, 
Helen, who married Sir Michael Shaw Stewart of Blackball, 
and through her the descendants of this marriage came to re- 
present the ancient families of Houston, as well as Shaw of 
Greenock and Nicolson of Carnock. This Sir Michael had 
three sons, viz. 1st. The late Sir John Shaw Stewart of Green- 
ock, who in the year 1752, in consequence of the death of his 
grand-uncle Sir John Shaw, the younger, succeeded to the es- 
tate of Greenock in right of his grandmother, the before men- 
tioned Dame Margaret Shaw. 2d. Houston, who, in the same 
year, succeeded to the entailed estate of Carnock, on the death 
of his grand-uncle. Sir John Houston, Bart, (it being a condition 
in the entail of that estate, that it should not be united to the 
estate of Greenock.) 3. Archibald, who purchased an estate in 
Tobago, 1770, and was killed in 1779, from the following occur- 
rence : — In the beginning of that year a part of the crew of an 
American privateer, amounting to fifty men, landed in that 
island, and burnt two plantations, when this gentleman imme- 
diately marched against them with a few men of his own com- 
pany of militia, who happened to be at hand, and bravely at- 
tacked them, and gave them his fire, but was afterwards unfor- 
tunately shot himself, and died in a few hours. 

Sir Michael had also two daughters, 1st, Margaret, who, in 
17M, married Sir William Maxwell of Springkell, Bart., to whom 

B 
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she bad four sons, thvee of whom died unmarried during their 
father's lifetime^ and the 4th, Sir John Heron Maxwell^ sucoeed- 
ed to his father^ and married Stuart-Mary, daughter and htsiiess 
of Patrick Heron of Heron, Esq. ; by whom he has issue. She 
had also two daughters, 1st, Helenora, married to Claud Alex- 
ander of Ballochmyle, Esq.; to whom she has three sons and 
four daughters, 2d, Catherine, married to her cousin, Michael 
Stewart Nicolson of Camock, of whom hereafter. This daugh- 
ter of Sir Michael's, Lady Maxwell, died in March 1816, at the 
advanced age of 74. His 2d daughter, Helenora, died young. 
He was succeeded by his eldest son. Sir John Shaw Stewart of 
Greenock and Blackball, the 4th Baronet^ He was deeted 
member of Parliament for the county of R^frew^ in 1780, and 
again in 1786 and 1790. He was remarkable for a powerful 
and enlarged understanding — for an independent mind — £or the 
most generous spirit, and the most benevolent dispositions — 
above all, for the most stem and inflexible integrity. Hissenti-^ 
ments led him to support the principles of that great statesman, 
Mr. Fo2(, with whom, and other illustrious characters of his time, 
he was in habits of intimacy and friendship. He formed his 
opinions in politics, as on every other subject, with moderation 
and candour» but he adhered to them on idl occasions with the 
strictest consistency, and acted up to them with undevi9ting 
firmness. The improvements he executed at Ardgowan were 
upon the most extensive scale, and are highly beneficial as well 
as beautiful in their effect. He built an excellent bouse, in the 
modern style, which he surrounded with an extensive park, and 
the gardens, pleasure grounds, and ample f^antations which he 
planned, afford striking proofs of the excellency of his taste. — 
The* old tower of Ardgowan^ which formed a part of the ancient 
mansion, still remains. It is an object beauttfuUy picturesque, 
and rendered peculiarly interesting, from having been the gift, 
along with the ground on which it stands, in 1404, of Robert HI* 
to his son, the direct ancestor of this ancient family. He mar-^ 
ried Dame Frances Colquhoun, relict of Sir James Maxwell of 
Po]lok> but had no issue. He died at Ardgowan August 7> 
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18129 and was succeeded by his nephew, the late Sir Michael 
l^aw Stewart^ of Gieenock and Kackhall, son of his second 
brother^ Hovston. He married, on the 24th September^ 1787» 
bis cousin, Catherine, youngest daughter of Sir William Max- 
well of Springkell, Bart., by whom he had issue; 1. Michad 
Stewart Nicolson, (who succeeded to the title and estate on the 
death of his father, 4th August 1825) ; 2. William, who died 
in infancy ; 3. Houston, a captain, R.N. ; 4. John Shaw, advo- 
cate ; 5. Patrick Maxwell, merchant, London ; 6. William Max- 
well: also three daughters ; 1. Margaret ; 2. Catherine ; and 8. 
Helenora. We have said that the present Sir Michael Shaw 
Stewart, Bart. M. P. succeeded his father 4th August, 1826. 
He married Sept. 16, 1819, Eliza Mary, only daughter of Robert 
Farquhar, Esq. of Newark, by whom he has had issue ; three 
daughters, Jane, Catherine and Eliza, and a son, Michael Robert. 

The armorial bearing of the Shaws of Greenock is azure, three 
covered cups, or, supported by two savages, wreathed about the 
middle ; and for crest, a derai savage ; with this motto, *' I 
mean well.'' 

The armorial bearing of the Blackball family is or, over a fess 
cheque azuite and argent, a lion rampant ; gules armed, and 
languid azure ; for crest, a lion's head, crazed gules, with this 
motto, " Spero Mdiora." 

West from the Barony of Greenock lie the lands of finnart, 
a part of the patrimony of the great and noble family of Douglas ; 
which, upon their forfaulture, in an. 1446, came, by a gift of 
Kng James 11. to James first Earl of Arran, an. 1457, and were 
given, in the year 1510, in patrimony to James Hamilton his na- 
tural son by Mary Boyd, a daughter of Boyd, of Bonshaw. He 
was legitimate m the year 1512 ; and, in the reign of King James 
V. was Lord High Treasurer of Scotland ; and in the latter end 
of that King's reign, forfaulted in an. 1540, and his estate an- 
nexed to the Crown ; and the lands of Finnart were bestowed by 
King James V. upon Alexander Shaw of Sauchie ; who, in 1542, 
disponed Finnart, with>the Barony of Wester Greenock, to John 
Shaw, his son« 
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The Town is situated on the south bank of the Clyde, and in 
the lower waid of RenfrewshiYey in long. 4. 45. 30. W. and lat. 
56. 57. 2. W» It 18 distant about twenty-two miles from Glas- 
gow. Has in front an extensive and beautiful bay, which was 
known by the name of the bay of St. Lawrence, from a small 
chapel which was dedicated to that Saint, and stood on the site 
of that house at the west comer of Virginia Street, belonging to 
the heirs of the late Mr. Roger Stewart. In digging the founda- 
tion of this house, a number of human bones were found, which 
proves that a burying ground must have been attached to it. 
About 1760 the chapel was in high preservation. 

A little below Kiiblain stood the remains of a Catholic chapel, 
and the tenant was permitted to remove the stones to enclose 1h» 
garden, in doing which, a variety of old coins were found, and 
more particularly the Cruikstone dollar. 

A third stood at the extremity of what is now the east boun- 
dary of the East Parish, which must have been the principal 
cemetry ; for when the late Mr. King took in these grounds as 
a kitchen garden, many grave stones were found sunk beneath, 
a spade deep. What confirms the authenticity, is the fact of 
this being part of the farm of Chapelton, on the estate of Green- 
ock. 

These chapels are supposed to have been swept away, amidst 
the general wreck of religious houses, at the Eeformation, And 
the inhabitants of the barony of Greenock were obliged to travel 
on the Sabbath six weai7 miles, through bad roads, and over 
dangerous rivulets, to the church of Innerkip, or as it was an- 
ciently known as the parish of DafF. . Much inconvenience having 
been found from the great distance of the parish church, Joha 
Schaw of Orenok obtained, in 1589, a charter from the King, 
authorizing him to build a church, for the accommodation of 
the tenants and inhabitants of his lands of Greenock, Finnart^ 
and Spangock. The following is a cc^y of the royal charter, 
granted by King James VI., to Sir John Schaw, for disjoining 
or separating a particular portion or territory from the parish of 
Innerkip, (which as being the ** Mother Church'^ of the district, 
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b still kno^ by the a]ppeUatioii of the '' Auld Kirk/') for the 
foimation of the parish of Greenock,, since divided into three 
parishes — ^the West, the Middle or New, and the £ast parish. 
The document which we allude to, is dated at Holyroodhouse, 
the 18th day of November, 1689, and was subsequently ratified 
in the Scottish Parliament in 1602, and is as follows : — 

<< JAMES Be the grace of god king of Seotts To or ooUecton and Hhert 
vnder ressaverii of the stentis tazationie rabaydis and impoeitionis ordiner and 
eoctraordioar to be f aiait and impoait within thia reahne and all or offioerfa eze- 
tsutors of ony or Tthw Irez to be direct thairrponn Ucgea and aohdites quboaw 
it efferis qnhaU Imawkge thir or Irea sail cum gretin WIT Y£ WS being 
moYit wt the emeat zeill and grite affection o* Jouit J^lknne schaw of grenok 
hea ay had to goddia glorie and propagatioun of the trew religioon sen the firat 
profearing of the aame within or realm And that he continewing in that godlle 
mynd and gode intentioan rpoon aindrie renoonahle conaideratiMiia moTing 
him of conacience and renerence he beiria to goddia Name la willing not onlie 
on hla awin coi>t to Erect and big one parroche kirk yponn hla awin heretage 
Bot alao to appoynt and dealgnne mana and galrd to the eamyn wt the haill 
profitte and comoditie he hea of teind belanging to the kirk for the help and 
aapporta of the aoatentatioan of ane miniater thairat Sua that the pair pepill 
dneUlog yponn hia landa and heretage qlkii ar all fiachen and of a reeaoonable 
nowmer duelland four mylea fra thair parroche kirk and having ane greit riyer 
to paa oyer to the eamyn May half ane eaae in winter seaioan and better como- 
ditie to conyene to goddia amice on the aablioth day and reat according to goddia 
inatitatioun Beand weill allowit of to proceid in the eamyn werk baith l>e the 
generall aaeemblie of the kirk and aynodall aaaemblie of the proTine qdn he re- 
mania And we ynderstanding that the acoompliBheing of the said godlie' and 
gude wark Will be large coiat and expense and grite panes and travellis to the 
said Johnne and hia tenentia THAIRFOIR that thai faache not nor be hin- 
derit thairin bot rather be enconrageit and haif gnde occaaioan to performe the 
aamyn WE after or laachfuil and perfyte aige of Taentie ane yera compleit 
and gvnerall reyocatioan maid in or parliament Haif geyin grantit andcomittit 
and be thir o' Irez geyia grantla and comittis to the said Johnne schaw of 
grenok Oare full power speciall libertie fiicnltie and licence To erect and big 
the aaid kiik and designne mana and gaird thairto In and ypoon ony pairt or 
place within the bounds of his awin landa and heretage qohair he sail think 
maist comodious and convenient qahairat his haill tenentia salbe haldin to con- 
yene to heir goddis words and Ressaae the sacramentis in all tyme cuming and 
ordania the samyn to be callit the parroche kirk of grenok And thairfoir exeme 
him hia airia and tennentis of his landa and heretage now had and to be had be 
jiim and thame fra all keping and convening to their auld parroche kirk in ony 
tymes cnming Bot at thair awin will and plesr be thir o' Irez And declairis 
thame to be frie and perpetuallle ezonerit and dischairgit of all charge and bur- 
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ding of the samyn in itent taxatioun blgging beitttng we ony Ttli«r maiuMr <if 
way in tyme earning And fonler Ypoon the eaaseand^oniiderationisfoiraaidia 
we emeistlia willing ^e said Johnnes godlle intentioun foinaid and being of 
gold mynd to move hiiA tludrto and recompance him for the samyn Be the 
tennor of thir o^ Irtx Exemis the said Johnne hit airis and tennentis pnt and 
to cum duelling ypoun his proper lands and heretage of grendk fjnnartie and 
spangok with thair pertinentis extending all to twenty aueht pand xiij s worth 
of land of auld extent lyand within the parochin of Innerkipe and or srefdome 
of Renfrew ffira all payment of oay pairt of ony taxatioan stent cpibside change 
and impoaitionn qtsamenir to be raisit or Imposit within this realme in omy 
tymes heireftar ather ordiner or extraordiper for ony eaus or oecasioun that 
may happin, &e. &o. Gevin vnder o^ privie seill AT halyruidhooa the auejb* 
tene day of Nouember The yeir of god Jn tg foorscoir nine yeiris And of of 
Bcgnne the twentie thrie yehr per signaftoram manibiis S D N Regis ae oaBr 
oelhurijsabscript" 

The proprietor having obtained this charter, erected a church 
and manse in 1591» and also set apart a piece of ground adjoin- 
ing, as a churchyard ; on the 4th April, 1592, the Synod of 
Glasgow authorized thebui-ying of the dead in the newkirkyard 
of Greenock*. In 1594 another Act of Parliament was passed 
in favour of John Shaw, by which his lands of Greenock, Fin- 
nart, and Spangock, with all their titles and ecclesiastical duties, 
were disjoined from Innerkip, and erected into a distinct par- 
sonage and vicarage, which were assigned to the newly erected 
parish of Greenock. On the 16th September, 1600, the Synod 
of Glasgow ordained, that the inhabitants of Over and Nether 
Greenock should meet in one congregation. The parish of 
Greenock continued as thus established till 1636, when these 
was obtained, from the lords commissioners for the plantation of 
churches, a decree, whereby the baronies of Wester and Easter 
Greenock, and various other lands, which had belonged to the 
parish of Innerkip, with a small detached portion of the parish 
of Houston, were erected into a parish to be called Greenock, 
and the church formerly erected at Greenock, was ordained to 

* The church as now seen, is different from what it was at ita first erection ; 
and liad not the wings containing Sir Michael S. Stewart's, and Cartsbom's 
seat, till about 70 years ago, when it was mostly rebuilt. The oldest grave 
stone bears date 1675. 
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be die parochial church of which Shaw of Greenock was the 
patron. 

The diarchy though finished in 1691, had not a regular pas- 
tout till 1602» when John Lang was appointed miniater ; in 1640, 
James Taylor; in 1679, Neil Gillies, privately called by the 

parish ; 1688, Gordon, o£Gicially, who continued till 1691, 

whfW he returned to his old charge at Inverary ; in 1694, John 
Starling from Inchinnan, who in 1701 was admitted Principal of 
the College of Glasgow ; and in 1704, Andrew Turner from 
Erskine, who died in 1719. In the same year he was succeeded 
hy his son David Turner, who died ia 1786. In 1786, Alao 
M'Aulay was appointed. Some alleged improprieties of behav- 
iour lm>i:^t him before the |Hresbytery; they held their meeting 
in the present Town Hall, and on that occasion the celebrated 
Mr. Muir, of Hunier*s-hill, (who was banished for his share in 
the revolutionary meetings of the friends of the people) appeared 
on behalf of the church. Mr. M^Aulay died while his case was 
under consideration, and was succeeded in 1792 by Robert Steel, 
the present minister. In 1798, the stipend was only £96 
in money, and a glebe of six acres, worth £30 yearly. The 
stipend was afterwards augmented to £111 in money, with 
thirty-two bolls of meal ; and, by the act of Parliament in 1801, 
authorizing feu grants of the glebe, for building, at an average 
rent of £100 per acre, the value of the glebe has been raised to 
£600 a year ; and the whole revenue of the minister is about 
£800, with thirty-two bolls of meal, yearly, constituting it one 
of the best livings in Scotland. 

The west parish, which still retains the name of the old parish, 
comprehends the western part of the town, and the greater part 
of the country district. The patronage belongs to Sir Michael 
Shaw Stewart of Greenock. The church is situated at the east 
end of the glebe, and close by the shore. It stands in the midst 
of an extensive burying ground, and though there is nothing re- 
markable in its appearance, has still a venerable aspect. It is 
built nearly in the form of a cross, and has a small belfry on the 
west side. Here the first bell which was in Greenock is sv^^ 
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posed to have been placed, and till vvithin the last forty years it 
gave a merry chime on marriage occasions, or a mournful toll 
when some worthy was consigned to the dust» This place con- 
tinued till 1741 the only place of worship, and contains a seat 
for Sir Michael the lord of the manor, and another for Crawford 
of Cartsbum, the proprietor of Cartsdyke, There is also a farm- 
mers* gallery ; and on the opposite side another for seamen, with 
a ship full rigged suspended from the roof : the rest is appro- 
priated to general sitters. In wandering through the church^ 
yardy there is but little to attract the eye which is not common 
to every burying ground, and Greenock possesses but few illuis- 
trious dead, over whose graves we would be apt to linger with 
emotions of regret. Yet here unnoticed, and scarcely known, 
is now ^* mouldering in silent dust," Highland Mary, the object 
of Burns* purest and most exalted attachment, and the theme 
of some of his finest effusions. Here also the father of the illus- 
tiious James Watt reposes in peace, though not altogether un- 
commemorated* And here you are reminded of that awful 
calamity, the sinking of the steam boat Comet, on the 21st of 
October, 1825, by observing the grave which contains Sir Joseph 
Radcliffe*s servants, who peridhed on that mournful occasion » 

Thus as we move with solemn tread, 
Above those maDsions of the dead ; 
Time was, like us they life possest, 
And time shall be when we shall rest. 

The increasing population in 1741, rendered it necessary to 
have more church accommodation than the parish church afford- 
ed, and accprdingly this year the new parish church was estab- 
lished, and a minister ordained for it. This parish is confined 
entirely to the town, and is known by the designation of the Mid 
Parish. 

At the time the first minister was ordained, there was no re- 
gular place of worship, except a large loft at the Royal Gloss,* 

* The celebrated George Whitfield preached here on the eve of his embark- 
ing from Greenock for America, from these words—" Is there no balm in 
Gilead, is there no physician there." ' 
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now occapied partly with Bailie Ewing^s office ; and in the doss 
adjoining a hell was hung upon triangles, for the purpose of 
warning the people to church. Up to this time Greenock pos- 
sessed no steeple, and the only tell-tale time could boast of, was 
a sun dial, placed on the western comer of that house, on the 
north east comer formed by the intersection of Cross Shore and 
Shaw Streets, and which appears from a stone in front to have 
been built in 1716, and was one of the four slated houses 
which Greenock was possessed of prior to 1720. In 1753, how- 
ever, the minister of the mid parish remonstrated with the magis- 
trates on the unsafe state of the triangles, and wished them re- 
paired, but it was thought by the worthy council a more econo- 
mical plan to erect a '^timber steeple*' on the town cellars then 
finbhed, and to give the inhabitants the benefit of a clock. This 
was carried into effect almost immediately, and was considered 
a chef d'oBuvre in this species of architecture : and well it might, 
for th'^ aspiring Greenockians had previously nothing to mark the 
tardiness or speed of time, save the sun dial, and Rip Van Win- 
kle's clock, ** the tali trees' shadow on the garden wall." 

In the year 1768, Lord Cathcart gave a present of ground for 
the purpose of building a church, and the town and a number of 
individuals gave money for its erection. On the 6th of April, 
1759, the foundation. was laid, and ea^ly in 1761 it was pro- 
nounced a substantial, safe building, and immediately occupied 
as a place of worship. It stands in the middle of the square, 
fronting the Mid Quay, and has a very elegant appearance. 
The architecture is plain, having a portico with four pillars of 
the Ionic order. The steeple, which is a beautiful piece of ma- 
sonry, was not finished till 1787, and though one hundred and 
forty six feet high, is still less than was originally intended ; and 
is almost a copy from that of St. Martin's, in the Fields, London. 

This church contains a seat for the Magistrates, and is capa- 
ble of holding 1500 sitters ; on eaeh side of the pulpit are ele- 
gant monuments, to the memory of lieut. Colonel Henry Craw- 
ford, and Capt. George Stewart, both natives of Greenock, who 
fell in defence of their country during the Peninsular war ; and 
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were erected by their early friends and companions. Behind 
the Magistrates* loft is a plain marble dab to the memory of 
another townsman, William Spence, whose mathematical attain- 
ments were of the highest order : and it is intended to erect near 
^e same place an elegant monument to the memory of Quintin 
Leitch, an amiable and highly gifted individual, who was for six 
years Magistrate of Greenock, and who saw executed, during 
this short period, the greatest improvements which Greenock 
can boast of. When the mid parish was first disjoined in 1741, 
James Shaw was ordained minister ; in It?!, John Adam from 
West Kilbride ; and in 1793, John Scott, the present dergyman. 
In 1785 the minister's stipend, including sacramental elements 
and a free manse, was £111, and in 1829, £296. 

The East Parish Church is situated near the Rue-end, above 
the entrance to Bogle-street ; it is a plain bnilding surrounded 
with trees and a wall : close by it is ^be manse. Though there 
is noHiing imposing in its outward appearance, it is fitted np 
mth some taste inwardly ; and contains an elegant monument 
on the left hand side of Ihe pulpit, erected by Anthony Silviera, 
to the memory of his wife. When built in 1774 it was only a 
chapel of ease, and the first minister, Peter Mller, performed 
service till 1776. The same year Archibald Reid wa« elected, 
who was transfen-ed to Mauchline in 1792. This year Aidiibald 
M^Lauchlane was elected, who was transferred to Dundee m 
1805. The chapel was vacant for two years in consequence of 
the proprietcHTs dividing amongst themselves respecting the elec- 
tion of Mr. Joseph Finlayson and Mr. David Watson, which 
election was set aside by the Court, and Dr. Gilchrist was nomin- 
ated by Principal Baird. In 1809 it was converted into a parish 
church ; and Dr. Gilchrist was transferred to Edinburgh in 1825, 
when the Rev. Mr. Menzies, the present minister, was elected. 
The salary is £200 annually, with a free manse. 

The oldest church not connected with the Establishment was 
the Old light Antiburgher meeting-house of Cartsdyke, built 
in the memorable 1745, and rebuilt in the year 1828. The first 
minister was Mr. M'Ara, every third Sunday ; he was succeeded 
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by Mr. Cook, who went to America ; Mr. Ritchieson followed, 
and was succeeded by Mr. Willis in 1780. The present minister, 
Mr. Moscript, was placed in 1812. 

The Burgli^r meeting-house in the Market-sttfeet was erected 
in 1758 : previous to its erection the members used to meet fiwr 
wc»rship in a large green, almost behind the Town Hall buildings, 
where a tent was kept continually standing. In consequence of 
the noisy situation of the church, and the repairs it required, it 
was abandoned* in 1802, when the Buigher chapel in lanerkip 
street was erected. The first minister was the Rev. James £Uis, 
in conneotion with Paii^y : the year following (1758) it was 
separated ftom Paisley, and stood vacant till 1761, when Mr. 
John Buist wasordaked : he was followed by the Rev. Mr. Dunn, 
who was succeeded by Mr. Bardlay, and is at present without a 
stated minister. — Cost £1122. 

In 1791 the Gaelic chapel was erected. It stands close by 
the West Bum, on a rising ground, enclosed with a ndling, and 
though a {Aaia substantial building, has rather an imposing ap- 
pearance. The first minister was the Rev. Kenneth Bayne, who 
died in 1B21, and was succeeded the same year by the Rev. 
Angus Madbean, {unesent minister. Salary about £250.-«*Cost 
£1700^ and can hold 1000 pec^le. 

The Burgher chapel, Nidiolson-street, was built in mi^ The 
first minister was the Rev. Mr. Jack, succeeded by the present 
Rev. Mr. Wilson. Stipend £a00«^'4:o8t £ia00, and can hold 
1000 sitters. 

Tabemade, Sir Michael-street, built in 1806, when the Rev. 
Mr. Hercus was aj^sointed. Relief, Sir Michael-street, in 1807, 
when the Rev. Mr. Auld was a{^inted. — Cost £2200, and can 
hold 1200 sHtters. Methodist, Tobago-street, in 1814. Roman 
Catholic, in 1815 : previous to this they held their meetings for 
four years in the Star Hall. The first regulau^y oiidating dergy- 

* DuriDg the time this place was unsdd, a^^ when U way almpst the only 
unoccapied house in 1809, a ball accidentally fired from a frigate in the roads, 
fell there about 9 in the morning, and having penetrated the roof, forced out a 
large stone from the south west corner. 
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man waist the Rev. John Davidson ; he died in 1B15, and was 
succeeded by the Rev. John Gordon^ present incumbent, who 
opened the new chapel 24th Pecembei', same year. 

The Baptist meeting-house was built in 1821, when the Rev. 
Mr. Edwards was appointed ; since the period of hiA leaving this 
place no regular clergyman officiates. These buildings have 
nothing remarkable in their appearance, and are only character- 
ized by the good taste of those who planned and finished them, 
for affording pleasant accommodation to their various sitters. 

In 1823, Blackhall-street chapel was finished, from designs by 
Mr. James Dempster, of this town, a young architect of rising 
eminence. It stands upon a fine open space near the shore, and 
has a very substantial, imposing appearance. The first clergy- 
man is the present incumbent, the Rev. Nathaniel Morren. — Cost 
£3200, and can hold 1600 sitters. 

In 1824, the Episcopal chapel was finished. It stands upon 
the north side of Gourock-street, and has a chaste and elegant 
Gothic front, designed by and executed under the superintend- 
ence of Mr. Dempster, in a manner highly creditable to his abili- 
ties» It was consecrated by the Rev. Bishop Sandford on the dOth 
April, 1825, and shortly after, the Rev. Wm. D. Carter entered 
on the ministerial duties of the chapel. On his being appointed 
Chaplain to the Hon. East India Company in 1829, the Rev. J. M. 
Williams was elected, but he never entered upon his duties, in 
consequence of his appointment also as Chaplain in India to the 
East India Company. The Rev. T. H. Wilkinson was nominated 
his successor. — Cost £2300, and can hold 400 sitters. 

Having now gone over the different places of worship, in the 
regular succession in which they appear to have been built, some 
estimate may be formed from thence of the progress of the town 
and population firom the year 1741, till the present period. — 
Greenock may be said to contain almost all s^cts and persuasions, 
and the only class of Christians among us, who have no regular 
place except a hall, are the professors of Universalist doctrines. 
In 1817, attempts were made to get a place of worship for the 
Unitarians, but this failed in consequence of the fewness of their 
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Dumber. The inhabitanto have been always considered as a 
church-going people, and though the accommodation is reckoned 
no more than sufficient for the population, the churches are, 
with few exceptions, well attended. 

The following abstract from the sessional records for the years 
1820 and 1828, will be of importance. The register of Births 
cannot but be inaccurate, from the negligence of pturents on this 
important point. A register of Deaths has never been kept, 
but it is intended to commence one immediately. 

OLD PARISH. 

Marriages in 1820, 124.— In 1828, 128. 

Births in 1820, 263. — Of which there are males 145, females 
118, In 1828, 232.— Of which there are males 131, females 
101. 

Paupers receiving parochial aid in 1820, 495 — of which there 
were, males 69, females 426. In 1828, 403 — of which there 
were, males 76, females 327. 

Assessment for 1820, £1200— for 1828, £962 6s. 3d. 

MID PARISH. 

Marriages in 1820, 60.— In 1828, 68. 

Births in 1820, 93 — Of which there were, males 51, females 
42. In 1828, 68— of which there were, males 26, females 32. 

Paupers receiving parochial aid in 1820, 338 — of which there 
were, males 34, females 304. In 1828, 312 — of which there 
were, males 36, females 326. 

Assessment for 1820, £800— for 1828, £750. 

EAST PARISH. 

Marriages in 1820, 37.— In 1828, 43. 

Births in 1820, 69 — Of which there were, males 37, females 
32. In 1828, 90 — of which there were, males 48, females 42. 

Paupers receiving parochial aid in 1820, 207 — of which there 
were, males 68, females 139. .In 1828, 106— of which there 
were, males 22, females 84. 

Assessment for 1820, £450— for 1828, £220. 



22 

The following sums have been considered necessary for 1829, 
Old Parish, £8d0 ; New Parish, £700 ; East Pari^, £200 ; 
Fancy Farm, £190. 

We have only noticed one burying ground as belonging to the 
Town ; but the crowded state of this old receptacle of our 
Fathers* ashes rendered it necessary in 1789 to feu a large piece 
of ground at the top of Innerkip-street, which was enclosed 
with a wall ; and this was stQl further augmented by feuing 
an additional field in 1816, which is also surrounded by a wall, 
having a centre range which divides both places. 

Scotland has been long famed for its attention to the educa- 
tion of the rising race ; and Greenock has been by no means 
behind in this important subject. The benefit of Parochial 
Schools has been long felt and acknowledged, and the reason 
why there is none here has been matter of wonder to many. — 
A correspondent in the Greenock Paper for April 12, 1809, has 
the following remarks — ** Can any of your intelligent corre- 
spondents inform me why no such establishment as a Parochial 
School has existed in Greenock for nearly 40 years past ? and 
on what grounds the rising generation in this place are deprived 
of such an institution.*' Notwithstanding of this want, Green- 
ock has produced some who have been an ornament to their 
country. Witness the never dying name of James Watt : in 
Mathematics William Spence ; and in the lighter and more 
amusing parts of Literature, John Gait. There are few indeed 
but must have felt the force of Lord Eldon^s handsome compli- 
ment when presenting the Greenock petition against the Catho- 
lic claims, amounting to nearly five thousand signatures, when 
he observed, '* that this was a proof of education in Scotland, 
and in particular of Greenock, that in a petition so numerously 
signed, the signatures were all well written, and only three 
mai'ks." In further proof of this, Greenock has sent forth en- 
terprizisg and intelligent merchants to almost every mearcantile 
depot in the world : and as every person has a wish to know the 
school boy scenes of other days, 

« Where in his noisy maiision skilled to rule, 
The village master taught his little school," 
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we stibjoin the following interesting remarks from the pen of 
Geo. Williamson, Esq. : — 

<^ Mr. Robert Arrol, the author of an elegant translation of 
Cornelius Nepos published in 1744, with a vocabulary, chrono- 
logical table, and erudite notes, was the first master of the Gram- 
mar School of Greenock. He also published translations of 
EutropiuSi and select colloquies of Erasmus — but what roost dis- 
tinguishes him, is the circumstance of his having been one of the 
preceptors of the immortal James Watt. Mr. John Marr was 
Mr. Watt's instructor in Mathematics. It is regretted that no- 
thing further of Mr. Marr is known, excepting that it appears 
from the records of the society of Free Masons, known by the 
appellation of the ^Greenock Kilwinning, No. 11,' of which he 
was a member, that he was of Olasgaw, at all events that he was 
initiated in the mysteries of the craft in that city. 

'' The old Tenement at the foot and on the west side of Smith's 
lane, otherwise known as the * Wee Kirk-street,' where it joins 
the Vennel, is the house in which the Town Schools were kept 
at the period alluded to, and probably belonged to some one of 
the Magistrates of the day. 

" On the 2d October 1751, Mr. John Woodrow was appointed 
Grammar Schoolmaster on the decease of Mr. Arrol. To this 
office he united that of Session Qerk. It is not known when he 
died, but his successor's name was Mr. Bradfute, who continued 
in office for about four years, and on his death or resignation, — 
for I have heard he removed to the Grammar School of Glasgow 
— was on the 15th October, 1709, succeeded by Mr. John Wil- 
son. This respectable individual was the author of ** Clyde," 
an elegant poem republished at Edinburgh, in 1803. A very 
spirited biographical sketch is prefixed to it, by the late Dr. 
Leyden, firom which, however, I cannot forbear to make the fol- 
lowing quotation, as illustrative of the state of Greenock, as re- 
garded statistics and learning sixty years ago. 

<< I haY« now, (says Dr. LeydeD,) to reUto a siogukr tranwetioD, which I 
can icarcely believe wonid have taken place in any district of Scotland, bat the 
west, so late as th6 17G7. Greeoocfc at this period was a thriring sea-port, 
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ropidly emergiog into notice. In the b^inning of hwt centnry it oontiated of 
a single row of thatched houaet> stretching along a liay withoat any harbour. 
In 1707 a harboar began to be constructed ; but the town increased so slowly, 
that in 1755 its population amounted only to about S800 souls. About the 
latter period, however, it began to increase rapidly, and continued to flourish 
till the commencement of the American war. Still, however, its inhabitants 
were more remarluible for opulence and commercial spirit, than for their at- 
tention to literature and science. During the struggle between Prelacy and 
Presbytery in Scotland, Greenock, like most of the towns and districts of the 
west of Scotland, had imbibed the most intolerant spirit of Fresbyterianism ; 
a spirit which at no period had been favourable to the exertions of poetical 
fancy, and which spent the last efforts of its virulence on the Douglas of 
Home. Induced by this religious spirit, and by a cool mercantile attention to 
prudence, the Magistrates and Minister of Greenock, before they admitted 
Mr. Wilson to the superintendence of the Grammar School, stipulated tliat he 
should abandon Uhe profane and unprofitaUe art tfpoem'fnaking,* To avoid 
the temptation of violating this promise, which he esteemed sacred, he took 
an early opportunity of committing to the flames the greater part of his un- 
finished manuscripts. After this he never ventured to touch his forbidden 
lyre, though he often regarded it with that mournful solemnity, which the 
harshness of dependance, and the memory of its departed sounds, could not 
fail to inspire. 

" He seems during life to have considered this as the crisis of his fate, which 
condemned him to obscurity, and sometimes alluded to it with acrimony. In 
a letter to his son George, attending the University of Glasgow^ dated Jan. 
21, 1779, he says, < I once thought to live by the breath of fame ; but how 
miserably was I disappointed when, instead of having my performance ap- 
plauded in crowded theatres, and being caressed by the great — ^for what will not 
a Poetaster, in his intoxicating delirium of xMMsession,' dream-*I was con- 
demned to bawl myself to hoarseness to wayward brats, to cultivate sand and 
wash Ethiopians, for all the dreary days of an obscure life, the contempt of 
shopkeepers and brutish skippers.* ** 

'' Cruel as was the sacrifice which Mr. Wilson was thus compel- 
led to make of the offspring of his imagination, at the shrine of 
prejudice, yet let it not be supposed that the soil became un- 
productive of the flowers of literature under such blighting influ- 
ence, or that poetry has been uncultivated in Greenock since his 
day. 

** Mr. Wilson died 2d June, 1789, having two years previously 
been compelled to retire from the labours of his oflice by reason 
of the growing infirmities of age, and a worn out constitution. 

** Mr. Wilson was succeeded by Mr Thomson, who remained 
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in ofitcetlowii to 29lh October, 1794, when Mr. Daniel M'Far- 
lane wds appointed his successor, and for the long period of 
thirty years continued to maintain the reputation which the 
Greenock Grammar School had acquired under his predecessor. 

** Mm* M'Farlatfie was succeeded on his resignation in 1824 by 
Mr. Potter, a young gentleman of learning and talents, united to 
the most unassuming modesty, and who, had he been spared to. 
see io9g life, would have added another to the number of a dasa- 
of men to whom the community of Greenodc owe a debt of grati* 
tude. 

'' On Mr. Potter's death, the present incumbent Mr. Brown was 
appointed Ms successor ; of him, of course, I am precluded from 
saying anything fardier, than to express an earnest hope that 
the youth of Greenock shall long enjoy the advantages of the 
tuition of so able, zealous, and sucoessfui a teacher." 

When the If id Parish Church was finished, the Town Sdiools 
removed to the loft at Royal Closs, and continued tiiere, with 
their various teachers, till about the year 1886. The first teadier 
of the English School was John M'Adam ; he resigned in 1*772^ 
and was succeeded by John Irvine. On Mr. Irvine's resigaatioa 
in 1779, Hugh Mitdiell was appointed, who was the last teacher 
that received a salary from the town. 

In 1772, Robert Nicol was appointed Master of the Mathe- 
matical School. In 1775, Captain Campbell, of the Prince of 
Wales, Revenue Cruizer, made a present to the town of an Asi-' 
muth compass, which was placed under Mr. Nicol's charge, and 
was the first of this valuable instrument ever seen in Greenock. 
hi 17SI5 Mr<. Lament was appointed, and continued in the situa- 
tion till 1827» when he was succeeded by Mr. Robaon, the pre-> 
sent maister. 

Till 1774, the Schools were entirely under the contnol of the 
Magistrates and Town Council ; but the increasing population 
brought a number of talented individuals aboot this time, who 
taught mth great success. In 1806 the Academy was built, and 
since that period has continued under the charge of its highly 
respectable master, C. Buchanan. 

D 
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At present the Schools are numerous. There is a Free School 
situated in Ann-street, which is kept up by voluntary suhscrip- 
tion, and educates annually about 600 poor children ; and there 
is an Infant School, established in 1828, on Mr. WildersfHu's 
plan . Independent of these, the following teachers may be meur- 
ttoned : — ^The Messrs. White, English, Writing, &c., George's- 
square ; Mr. Hunter, English, and Mr. Nicol, Writing, Sir Mi- 
chael-street ; Mr. Murray, English, Academy Buildings ; Mr. 
Anderson, English, Rue-end ; the Rev. Mr. Robertson, Board- 
ing School, Glebe, where all the branches of education are 
taught. Besides those now enumerated, there are a. number of 
other schools ; and, though last not least, there is a Fenmle 
School of Industry, which has done much good, and has been 
superintended by young ladies, whose exertions in the cause of 
the less fortunate of their sex is beyond all praise.* 
: Though the education, in connection with mercantile and other 
useful pursuits, has been attended to with much care, yet schools 
of a different order have not been neglected. Sabbath Evening 
Schools are to be. found in every district of the town ; and the 
good which has resulted from this gratuitous teaching has been 
felt and acknowledged. The Old Parish has schools under, the 
charge of the Session, and the Mid and East Parish have similar 
establishments. The Relief and Bu^her congregations allow the 
children to meet for an hour after divine service in. the afternoon ; 
and they are taught, as in other, schools, from the Scriptures, 
Shorter Catechism, and other approved works for the instruction 
of the young. 

' The Town Hall, and Public Offices are situated in Hamilton- 
street. They were planned by James Watt in 1765, and 
finished the following year. In order to have the benefit of the 
Hall for their meetings, the Lodge, Greenock Mountstuart Kil- 

' * In 17r9, an honeit Frenchman made his appearance in town, for the par- 
poee of teaching dancing. He petitioned the Magistrates and Town Cooncil 
to get the loft at Royal Closs after teaching hours ; hot was refused, lest the 
" tripping on the fantastic toe*' might injure the oelhura, and bring the town 
into unnecessary expenses. 
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wuningy No. 11, advanced £60 to assist in the building. This 
building has been altered since its first erection ; having had on 
the ground-floor, where are now shops, a prison and the Council 
Chambers. In front of both of these used to be placed four field- 
pieces, made of brass ; and here a sentinel paraded, in conse- 
quence of the Guard-house being then immediately behind. This 
place has been for some time used as the Police Office ; and its 
immediate vicinity to the Court Hall makes it very convenient* 
In the Hall, which is spacious, there are two excellent paintings 
of King Geoi^e the Third and his Queen. The rest of the apart- 
ments are occupied by the Town Clerk, Procurator-Fiscal, and 
the Town Treasurer. 

Previous to the erection of this building, and in 1753, the 
Magistrates and Council met in a shade in William-street, where 
Messrs. Macfie, Lindsay & Co.'s grocery is situated : here also the 
first post-office was kept, and the fire-engine, which arrived in 
Greenock in 1753, was placed, under the charge of a superin- 
tendant, with a salary of dOs. annually. It is to be regretted 
that the council records go no farther back than 1749, the early 
part of this chronicle having been torn out by some sacrilegious 
hand. It bears entire, however, the following liberal Charter, 
granted by Sir John Schaw in 1751 : — 

** SIR JOHN SCHAW of GREENOCK, Barronet Baron of the Barrony 
of Greenock and Burgh of Barrony thereof, to all akd sundry to whom 
these Presents shall come, Greeting ; 

** VIThereas, by several Charters under the Great Seal, the Town of Greenock 
is Erected into a Burgh of Barony, with the same liberties, priviledges, and 
jurisdictions granted to, or used and exercised by, any other Burgh of Barony 
within Scotland. And, Whereas, I, by my Charter, bearing date the thirtieth 
day of January, one thousand seven hundred and forty-one, granted power to 
the Fewars and Subfewars of the said Burgh of Barony to meet yearly and 
choise Managers of the Publick Funds of the said Town, arising from a volun- 
tary Assessment laid on themselves upon all Malt grinded by them at my 
Milns of Westward Greenock. And, Whereas, by an Act passed in the fourtik 
Session of this present Parliament, a duty of two pennies Scots is imposed on 
the pint of all Ale brewed in the Town of Greenock, and that fdr repairing 
the Harbour of Greenock, and other purposes mentioned in the said Act ;— and 
John Alexander, Writer ; Robert Donald, Robert Rae, James Warden, Ga- 
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and Nathan Wilson, Sorgeon, all of the Town of Greenock, are thereby ap- 
pointed Trustees of the Funds arising from the said impost of two pennies on 
tliepint of Ale ; and power is thereby given to them to name their sncoessora 
in oflfiee;— which Act commenced upon the first day of June last, and eddavei 
for thirty-one years, and to the end of the then next Session of Parliament. 

« And I, Considering, That, by the great increase of the said Town and 
Burgh of Barony, it is now become necessary that the Police and Government 
thereof should be put under proper regulations, and that there should be a per- 
petual succession of a competent number of the Inhabitants or Burgesses of 
the said Burgh of Barony chosen, with Baillles, Treasurer, Clerk, and Officers 
of Court, for the constant management of the Funds or Common Good of the 
said Burgh of Barony, administration of Justice, and maintaining Peace and 
Good Order within the same : And also, Considering, That it will tend greatly 
to the advancement of these purposes, that during the subsistence of the said 
Act of Parliament, the Trustees thereby appointed, and their successors in 
office, have the government of the Town and management of the Public Funds 
thereof— therefore, I do, by these presents, as Baron of the said Barony of 
Greenock and Burgh of Barony, thereof. Give and Grant full Power, War- 
rant, and Commission to all the Fewars and Subfewara of the said Town and 
Burgh of Barony of Greenock, To Meet and Convene themselves, upon the 
second Monday of September current, at Ten of the Clock in the Forenoon ; 
and then and there to make cboise of the said Nine Trustees to be Magistrates 
and Counsellors of tho said Burgh ; whereof, two to be Baillies, one to be 
Treasurer, and the other six to be Councellors ; With Power to the said Bail- 
lies, and their successors in office, in all time coming, after the said second 
Monday of September current, of holding Courts weekly, and oftener, if ne- 
cessary, within the said Burgh, for administrating Justice to the Inhabitants 
therehi; of seizing, arresting, imprisoning, and otherwise punishing trans- 
gressors and delinquents, conform to the Laws of the Land ; of levying escheats, 
lines, and other amerciaments, and, if necessary, poinding and distrenzeing 
therefor; and with power to the said Baillies, Treasurer, and Councellors, 
and their successors in office, to choise Qerks, Seargeands, Apprizers, and all 
other necessary Officers and Members of Court ; and with power to manage 
the Funds and Common Good presently belonging, or that, at any time here- 
after, shall belong, to the said Town and Burgh of Barony— and that in place 
of the nine Managers chosen and appointed to be chosen by the said Charter 
granted by me in the year one thousand seven hundred and forty-one: And, 
with Power, also, to make Roles, Laws, and Statutes, for the advantage of the 
Burgh, and maintaining good order and peace within the same ; and to put the 
same to due execution : And, with Power, also, of receiving and admitting 
Merchants and all kinds of Tradesmen, and others, to be free Burgesses within 
the said Burgh— no more being to be exacted or demanded than thirty merks 
Scots for the admission of each Burgess : And, Generally, with Power to the 
said Baillies, Treasurer, and Councell, to use and exercise all other liberties 
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Mod priTiiedgei and joriidictioiM, In tlie tame manner, and ai frtely m thoie 
of any other Boiigh of Barony in Scotland do or may do. 

« And, it ia hereby Declared, That daring the thirty-one years mentioned 
in tiie said Act of Parliament, the Treaanrer of the aaid Bnrgh is to be changed 
nt the end of every year, and one of the BaUlies at the end of every two years, 
and others cheeen in their place, whoave Trustees, in virtue of the said Act of 
Parliament for managing the Fond arising from the impost on Ale : And after 
the expiry and termination of the aatd thirty-one years, the Treasurer and two 
of the Coonoellcrs of the said Bargh an to be removed at the end of every 
year, and one of the BaiUies at the end of every two years ; for which parpoee, 
nnd for ehoosing a Baiilie and Treasurer, and two Councellors, in place of thoee 
removed, as above mentioned, the whole Fewars, Subfewars, and Burgesses of 
the said Burgh, and Burgesses being always actual residenters therein, are 
hereby empowered, in all time coming, to meet upon the second Monday of 
JS^tember yearly— any Fewar, Subfewar, or Burgess of the said Burgh, be- 
ing capable, after outrunning of the thirty-one years above mentioned, of be- 
iog chosen a Baillie, Treasurer, or Councellor : And the method of Election, 
.during the running of the aaid thirty-one years, is hereby declared and appointed 
to be by each Fewar, Subfewar, and Burgess present, his giving into the 
Clerk a list, signed 1>y him, containing the names of the Baillie and Treasurer 
to be changed, and the names of the Trustees he elects and chooses to be BaiUie 
and Treasurer for the year ensuing : and after outrunning of the said thirty- 
one years, the method of Election is hereby declared and appointed to be by 
each Fewar, Subfewar, and Buigess present, his giving into ths Clerk a list, 
signed by him, of the persons to be removed out of the Councell and those he 
elects and chooses in their place, and mentioning the names of those he chooses 
to i»e BaiUie and Treasurer ; and where votes are equal, the former BaiUies, 
Treasurer, and Councellors, are hereby declared to have the easting vote. 

« And, it is also hereby dedsred. That one of the BaiUies, with four of the 
CounceUors, or with the Treasurer and three of the Councellors, shall be a 
Quorum, « invested with the power of executing ail and every thing hereby 
committed to the BaiUies, Treasurer, and Councellors. 

<< And it is also declared. That, after outrunning of the said thirty-one years, 
.the BailUes, Treasurer, and Councellors, must, in all time coming, be actual 
Tcsidentos within the Town of Ghreenock, and their non -residence in the said 
Town shaU as effectuaUy disqualify them for any of these offices as if they 
were naturally dead ; without prejudice, nevertheless, upon their returning to 
heactnaJL residenters in the said Town, of their being re-elected into any of 
•timsaid offices^, during their actual residence, as above mentioned : and upon 
the death or disqualification by non-residence, as above mentioned, of any of 
the Town Councell of the said Burgh, consisting of the BaUliss, Treasurer, 
and CounceUors foresaid, the rest of the Town Councell are hereby empowered 
to choose another in bis place ; and that as oft as the said event shall. happen, 
the whole proceedings at Elections, whether by the Town Councell, or by the 
wh^le Fewars, Subfewars and Burgesses, being always to be fidrly entered 
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and iDgroMed ina Book or Booln* to be kopt by tlio Clork for thftt ] 
And farther, it U hereby provided and declared, That if, by any aeoident or 
neglect, no Election shaU be made at any etated yearly diet for election, or be* 
ing made; but not duly, shall be eet aside, or reduced,«Then, and in either of 
these cases, and as 4^ten as the same shall occur, the whole Fewars, Subfeiran» 
and Burgesses of the said Town and Barony of Greenock, ehall have full 
power and liberty to meet upon and choose two BailUes, a 

Treasurer, and six Councellors, for the gOTomment of the said Town and 
other purposes, and with the powers above mentioned; and to meet yearly 
thereafter, upon the said and remove part of them, and 

dioose others in their place, in manner as Is above provided — such power and 
liberty being always hereby so qualified, that if the necessity of such noir 
election of a whole Town Counoell happen, during the running of the thirty- 
one years mentioned in the said Act of Parliament, then the Trustees, for the 
time executing the said Act of Parliament, are to be chosen the Baillies, Trea- 
surer, and Councellors of the said Burgh : Providing and Declaring alway% 
that this Grant is given by me, and accepted by the said Fewars, Subfewan^ 
and Burgesses, with, and under this express condition, that the Baron BailUe, 
or Baillies of me and my heirs, in the Barrony of Greenock, shall have a Cn- 
mulative Jurisdiction over the inhabitants of the Town of Greenock, with the 
Baillies to be chosen, as above mentioned, in virtue of this Grant. 

'* And, Further, in case this Grant shall, in any point or circumstance, be 
construed or interpreted in Law to be contrary to the Entail of Greenock, and 
my powers with respect to the said Town and Burgh of Barrony, it is hereby 
expressly Declared, that the same is granted and accepted with this provision 
and quality, That the same is to be regulated and limited according to the 
powiers I shall be found to have with respect to the said Town and Burgh' of 
Barrony of Greenock, and shall stand and be effectual in so far as consistent 
therewith ; the same being granted, not to exceed but to exercemy powers,'for 
the good and advantage of the said Town and Burgh. 

« And also, it is hereby Declared, that this Grant shall be but prejudice to 
the said Subfewars and Fewars, their useing the said Charter granted by mo 
to them in the year one thousand seven hundred and forty-one, for the pur- 
poses therein mentioned, and that whenever they shall find necessary so to do. 
'And, in case it shall be found necessary, competent, or proper, that this Grant 
should be compleated by Infefltment, I hereby desire and require you - 

and each of you, conjunctly and severally, my 
Baillies in that part, hereby specially constitute. That, incontinent after sight 
hereof, ye pass and give Heritable State and Seasine, Actual Real, and- Corpo- 
'ral possession of All and Whole, the Powers, Liberties, Priviledges, and Ju- 
risdictions, above mentioned, to the Baillies, Treasurer, and Councellors of 
the said Burgh of Barrony of Greenock, and their successors in office ; and 
that, by delivering to them or their certain Attorney or Attomies in their 
namte. Bearers hereof of a Book and Baton, and all othforsymboUs usual and 
requisite, to be holden of me and my Heirs in the Estate of Greenock^far 
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TCnd«riiif JostfaM to the inhabitants of the aaid Buifh, midntalninf Peace and 
Good Order within the same, and duly manaf^eing their Common Good and 
FabHck Fnnde ; for doing whereof, these presents shall he to yon, and each of 
yoa, conjunctly and severally, as said is, a fall power and warrant, Consenting 
to the Registration hereof in the Books of Conncell and Session, therein to re- 
main for pressnration ; and for that end constitute my Pro'rs : 
In Witness whereof, I haTe suhscribed these presents, WtfDte on Stampt Vel- 
lam, by James AliMm, Clerk to Robert Dafarymple, Writer to the ISgnet, 
Att Dmmmore, in East Lothian, the second day of September, one thousand 
acfven hundred and fifty-one years— before these Witnesses, Hew Dalrymple 
of Dmmmore, Esq., one of the Senators of the Colledge of Justice; the said 
Robert Dalrymple, and the said James Alison, Writer hereof. 

(Signed) "JOHNSCHAW. 

" H«w Dalktmfle, Witness. 
• " Ro. DALaTUPLE, Witness. 
** Jamks Alison, Witness." 

On the 6th August, 1751, the first Magistrates and Council 

were elected, and were as follows : — 

John Alexander, ^ 

n 1 ^ , , J Bailies. 

Robert Donald, 3 

James Butcher^ Treasurer. 

W. Gammell, 

Robert Rae, 

James Warden, f ^ .„ 

>CouDcillors. 
James Watt, 

Gabriel Mathie, 

Nathan Wilson. 

The first Guard-house was at the foot of Cowgate, and con- 
tinued till removed to the Town Hall ; and the place more re- 
cently used for this purpose is situated in the lane leading from 
the Square to the Green Market. 

A' Dispensary for the benefit of the SickToor was established 
iji 1801. The house appropriated for it was situated in Manse- 
lane ; it was afterwards removed to the ground-floor of a hpuse 
in Cathcart-street, the site of which is occupied with part of the 
Exchange Buildings. The sum at first subscribed for the estab- 
lishment of this charity, and for its support for the first year. 
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w»8 £131 3s. From the 1st Jnly, 1801, 177 patients wer« 
admitted ; and from its commencement, until united with the 
Hospital in 1809, there were 1715. By the constitution, the 
poor, when sick at home, and unable to attend, were visited by 
one of the surgeons daily ; and the medicines prescribed were pre- 
pared by an aponiecary, who, with the medical attendants, four 
in number, were elected annually by the subscribers. Surgical 
instrumaitSy with apparatus used for the recovery of drowned 
persons, belonged to the Dispensary. 

In 1806 a contagious fever became very prevalent, and was 
traced to the seamen of a prize-vessel brought into harbour. 
The inmates of lodging-houses first caught the infection, and 
from them it soon extended to other families. The alarm was 
great ; but, by means of the Dispensary, much misery was re- 
lieved, and the progress of the disease finally arrested. On the 
23d of October, 1806, Dr. Speirs, one of the surgeons of the 
Dispen4fM'y» directed the attention of the committee to the estab- 
lishing an Hospital, or Fever-house, where the poor would be 
removed from their own uncomfortable dwellings, not only for 
their own sakes, but for the purpose of checking infection. At 
this meeting, a sub-committee was appointed to inquire into the 
expense of such an establishment ; and on the 22d of December 
they gave in their report, with one from Dr. Colquhoun, " As 
to the rise and progress of the Infectious Fever prevailing ;'^ and 
another by Dr. Speirs, " On the subject of the present and other 
Epidemical Diseases.'' On the 3d January, 1807, it was re- 
solved, that an Hospital or Infirmary be erected, and subscrip- 
tions were opened for carrying the object into effect. On the 
2dd February, the first meeting of subscribers was held in the 
Tontine, when Alexander Dunlop, Esq., Banker, informed the 
meeting, that Sir Jdhn Shaw Stewart had offered forty falls of 
ground for the site of the building. A plan was submitted b; 
Mr. Aird, Master of Works ; and on the 28th September, l^9&, 
Mr. George Dempster's estimate, amounting to £1150, we|( 
agreed to. The subscriptions amounted to £2357 11 7. It 
may be worth remarking, that many individuals excused them- 



selves from subscribing to this necessary institution, by saying, 
** that a Bridewell was more wanted." One of the committee, 
who was zealous in the cause, and at the same time jocular, 
would not let them get off with this excuse, but at once said, 
** both were intended ;" and for this reason, from the subscrip- 
tions £500 was set apart for building a BrideweD, which was 
the foundation of the fund for this erection. At a general meet- 
ing, on the 3d May, 1809, rules, ^c, were adopted for the 
management of the charity ; office-bearers were appointed ; the 
furniture, &c., removed from the Dispensary, which now merged 
into that of the Hospital. At the time the house was opened, 
the cost amounted to £1504 7s., and on the 14th June the first 
patient was admitted. From that period till 1st May, 1810, 
51 patients were admitted, and 149 received benefit as out- 
patients. 

The airing-groundbeing found rather limited, application was 
made to the late Sir Michael Shaw Stewart, for a small Jiddition. 
He, in the most liberal manner, • on looking at the spot, de- 
sired his factor to make over to the trustees the whole piece of 
ground, from the original house to the street, being much moxe 
than was asked. 

The Hospital^ since its establishment, has continued to rise in 
usefulness ; and there is no doubt but it will keep pace, in that 
respect, with the increase of trade and population. It has been 
found necessary to extend its accommodation^ by adding two 
wings to it ; and thia will be soooa completed at about £900 ; a 
sum which was at once cheerfully subscribed, and rapidly car- 
ried into effect. This must be always considered as the first of 
public charities in town, and well deserves the support of the 
public. Much responsibility attaches to the managers ; and it 
b to be trusted that a proper and enlightened feeling will ever 
actuate them in the discharge of their duty. Their motto ever 
should be, ** We are the guardians of the Sick Poor.** 

The appearance of the Hospital, since the additions were made 
to it, is rather elegant. It is situated on the east side of In- 
nerfcip-stoeet, immediately between the burying-ground and 

£ 
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Bargher meeting-house ; and if any thing is to be regretted, it 
itf its being too much confined to give fiill effect to a house, 
simple in its design, but neat and chaste in its execution. 

OFFICE-BEARERS FOR THE FIRST YEAR OF 
THE INFIRMARY. 

Chief Magistrate, President. 

William Forsyth, Esq., Vice President. 

James Leitch, Treasurer. 

Robert Steuart and John Davidson, Secretaries. 

Cinnmittee of Management. 

George Robertson, Chairman. 

Duncan M'Naught, Deputy Chairman. 
John Scott, D. D. James Park. 

Robert Steel. Archibald Baine. 

Thomas Ritchie. James Watt. 

Duncan Campbell, Jun. G. J. Weir. 

John M'Nair, Writer. William Dingwall. 

Medical Attendants. 

Andrew Hill, M. D. John Colquhoun, M. D. 

John Speirs, M. D. Colin Campbell, M. D. 

As nearly in connection with the Greenock Hospital, we may 
state, that on the 14th December, 1818, the medical practi- 
tioners in town and neighbourhood formed themselves into an 
Association, the object of which was to promote professional 
intercourse and improvement. On the 2d August, 1820, a code 
of laws were agreed to for the regulation of the Association. On 
the 25th September, same year, it was incorporated into a body 
politic by charter, under the name of '' The Greenock Medical 
and Chirurgical Association.'' The members meet regularly once 
a month during the winter ; and after the private business is 
finished, an essay on some medical subject, composed by one of 
the members, is read and discussed ; a professional question is then 
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proposed and debated, and the essay for next meeting announced. 
The attention of the members is thus called and directed to 
important subjects, and different views are elicited, and pre- 
ccmceived opinions either altered or confirmed. The Assodation 
holds in its right a library, which, by the charter, is secured to 
the Society in all time coming. The library is supported by a 
fund, arising from entry-money, and by annual contributions ; 
it is now valuable, and rapidly increasing, and contains at pre- 
sent about 600 volumes. This cannot fail of being highly be- 
neficial to the community, by yielding to the practitioners in 
medicine and surgery ready access to the acquirement of pro- 
fessional knowledge. There is likewise under the conserva- 
tion of the Association a Museum, consisting of anatomical pre- 
parations, and subjects in natural history. At and since the 
commencement of the Association, there have been admitted 52 
members. 

The original office-bearers were as follows :— 

OFFICE-BEARERS OF THE GREENOCK MEDICAL AND 
CHIRURGICAL ASSOCIATION IN 1818. 

President, Dr^ Speirs. 

Vice-President, Dr. Kirk. 

«, J c Mr. Wm. Dobson. 

Stewards, { 

I Mr. A. N. Houston. 

Secretary, Alexander Adam. 

OFFICE-BEARERS FOR 1828—9. 

President, Dr. Speirs. 

Vice-President, Mr. Campbell, Largs. 

Treasurer, Dr. Robertson. 

Secretary, Dr. Mackie. 

librarian, Dr. King. 

Mr. Turner. 

Mr. Speirs. 

Superintendent of Museum, Mr. Speirs. 

Vaccinator, • Mr. A. N. Houston. 



Censors, < 



In 1801, the TontiDe, which i» a substaiitial haDdsome build- 
ing, was erected. It is situated in Cathcart-street, and contains 
a large hall» with 12 sitting-rooms and 30 bed-rooms. The 
subscribers, 400 in number, were procured in the course of two 
days ; making the subscription, which was £25 per share, amount 
to £10,000. In consequence of non-payment, 23 were struck 
off the list, which reduced the members to 377, and at this pe- 
riod ab^ut 290 are still on the list. 

Nearly opposite is situated the Exdiange Buildings, which 
were finished in 1814, at an expense of £7000.^ This spacious 
erection, though rather confined to give^t full effect, is a great 
ornament to the street. It contains two Assembly Rooms, which 
are fitted up in a s{^endid manner ; and when lighted and deco- 
rated, and enlivened with the gay assemblage for an evening 
party, has a brilliant appearance. The first assembly took 
place in Alexander's land, William^reet, afterwards in the 
Town Hall, Star Hall, Buck*s Head Inn, Mason Lodge, and 
Tontine. In the lower range is a large room occupied as the 
Coffee Room, which receives a variety of London and provincial 
papers, besides the periodicals of the day, and works giving in- 
formation on commercial subjects. . The expense is defrayed 
by an annual subscription of 35s., but strangers are admitted 
without introduction, and are considered as such for six weeks* 
residence in town. The first Coffee Room was In the low flat of 
** Wm. Alexander's great tenement of land in ¥^liam-street ;'' 
and if then limited in its dimensions,, had one great advantage 
in bringing the subscribers to a close and fiiencily reciprocity of 
sentiment. The present Town Hall was also'used for a consider- 
able time for this purpose, and from thence to its present situa- 
tion the Coffee Room was removed in the year 1814. The 
Greenock Bank occupies, the western side ; and has an exten- 
sive business, not only with London and various commercial 
towns, but also with the Highlands and surrounding neighbour- 
hood. This Bank was established under the firm of Dunlop, 
Houstoun & Co., in 1785, and in June of same year their first 
bank-note was issued. It was at first situated in the land to 
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the westward of the Town Hall ; from thence it was removed to 
the Bank Buildings, West Breast, where it continued till Sep- 
temher, 1820. The sunk-storey has heen occupied as a wine- 
cellar ; and, from the coolness and easy access to it, is generally 
well employed. Behind this building a small neat Theatre 
was built by the. late Mr. Stephen Kemble. Previous to 
this erection, the lovers of the drama used to assemble near the 
Rue-end, in that place occupied as a counting-room, &c., by 
Robert Angus, Esq. Here the Theatre used to be much fre- 
quented ; but of late years the taste for this species of enter- 
tainment has been much on the decline, and a full house can 
rarely be got when even the London stars pay a visit to the 
town. This is not peculiar to Greenock alone; Scotland in 
general has ceased to bestow its patronage on an amusement 
which, by its early records, seems to have been any thing but 
well received. 

The old mansion* of the Shaw Stewart family stands upon a 
fine rising ground above the Assembly Rooms, and commands a 
most extensive view of the Town. This situation, before the 
buildings encroached upon it, must have been one of delight- 
ful retirement and beauty. There must have been various ad- 
ditions built to the house since its first erection. An ancient 
well close by bears date upon it 1629. Over one of the 
entrances to the garden is affixed 1635: but the oldest date 
in connection with the house is over a back entrance, 1637. — 
The front and greater part of the building is of modern erection, 
and is said to have been planned by James Watt. It was 
here, however, that baronial hospitality spread the board ; and 
from this place John Shaw, with about 200 of his tenantry, 
marched to the assistance of King Charles 11. and fought with 
that prince at the battle of Worcester, 3d September 1651. The 
banner which was carried on this occasion, was preserved till 
about 1796, and hung along with the Town flags in the Coffee 

* The family ceased to reside bere in 1754, and oow occupy the noble man- 
sion of Ardgowan. 
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Room : but since this period was never seen. It was in conse- 
quence of the zeal of John Shaw that he was created a Baronet 
under the flag on the field of battle. Sir John was residing 
here in 17159 and on the Duke of Argyle's* arrival in Edin- 
burgh on the 14th September, he addressed a letter earnestly 
begging assistance, '' From which place and Cartsdyke he was 
reinforced with somewhat more than 100 men, accompanied by 
their minister, the Rev. Mr. Turner. These remained under the 
orders of his grace for 80 days, doing duty all that time the 
same as the regular troops. Besides the above, that wei*e thus 
employed abroad, there were 50 men belonging to Greenock, 
and 25 to Cartsdyke, who kept watch every night, bringing all 
the boats from the south side of the Clyde, to prevent the re- 
bels, especially Rob Roy and his thieves, from transporting 
themselves across, and plundering the a4jacent country." Again 
in 1745, Sir John, who remained in this place, was applied to, 
and in the open green close by the house he drilled the various 
trades before they went on active duty. About this period the 
Earl of Kilmarnock and Marquis of TuUibardine called upon 
him to ask his advice ; he earnestly implored them not to en- 
ter upon that enterprize, which cost the one his life and made 
the other an exile for ever. It must appear obvious that dur- 
ing the unfortunate 1715 and 45, the men of Greenock were 
loyal to the house of Hanover ; and however we may admire the 
exalted devotion of the prince's army,t and also deplore the 
feai'ful winding up of the tragedy, where so many noble victims 
were sacrificed ; yet there can be but one opinion as to the issue 

* The Duke was a frequent Yisitor at Greenock houie, and when his Grace 
intended to return, an impress party were sent to man the barge. The indivi- 
duals thus seized << came nothing loath," inconsequence of the great kindness 
with which they were treated on these occasions, in not only receiving a silver 
Jacobus or two, but a supply of the good beverage on both sides of the Clyde. 

f The chevalier's army never visited Crreenock, in consequence of war vessda 
being moored at intervals from about the old Battery to above Fort- Glasgow. 
It is said that about 18 or 24 came to spy the land, and reached as far as Clune 
Brae ; but on receiving the fire from the ships of war, returned immediately 
to the head-quarters at Glasgow. 
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of a contest which secured to Britain its civil and religious 
liberty, and which raised this nation to its present greatness. In 
the neighbourhood of this house, Sir John mustered the different 
trades to walk the fair for the protection of property ; which 
was often carried off by Rob Roy and his men, as well as other 
marauders. And though this exhibition latterly became a mere 
pageant, it was not abolished till 1822. 

The following Act of Parliament, granted in 1696 by King 
William, with the consent and advice of the Estates in Parlia- 
ment, to Sir John, the Lord of the Manor, will show its impor- 
tance : — ** Grants to Sir John Shaw, his airs and successors for 
ever, the right and priviledges of three fairs yearly to be held 
in the Town of Greenock.*' And after specifying the days in 
which these fairs should be held, there is the following conclud- 
ing clause : — " With the haill priviledges, profits, tolls, cus- 
toms, and casualties of the said fairs and mercats, with power 
to the said Sir John Shaw and his foresaids, by themselves and 
others in their names, to cause proclaim and ryde the said fairs, 
and to make such orders and directions for the right government 
thereof as they see fit, and to take, uplift, and dispose upon the 
said profits, tolls, customs and casualties of the same, with all 
confiscations and amerciaments arising by any thefts, ryots, 
bloods and battereis, that may happen to fall out thereat, and 
to do all other things competent in the like cases to be done, by 
any having the right and priviledges of keeping free fairs and 
mercats within this kingdom." 

A very imperfect idea can now be formed of the beauty and 
extent of the baronial policy. Mr. Alexander Drummond, his 
Majesty's Consul at Tripoli, takes notice of this place, when 
speaking of Vabro in Italy : — 

'' Here the Count de Merci possesses a beautiful house, that 
stands upon the top of the hill, with fine terraced gardens slop- 
ing down to the river side, which yield a delicious prospect to 
the eye ; yet beautiful as this situation is, the house of Greenock 
would have been infinitely more noble, had it been, according 
to the original plan, above the terrace, with the street opening 
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down to the harbour : indeed, in that case, it would have been 
the most lordly site in Europe." 

From the house there was a fine row of trees, which led to a 
pleasant retreat at the top of the Whin Hill, containing many 
apartments; and it is well known that this hill was entirely 
covered with wood till 1782. Where Regent-street, &c. now 
stands, was also covered with wood till 1809 ; when this beau- 
tiful ornament to the town also disappeared. The peculiar ad- 
vantages which the inhabitants of the policy enjoy, in being 
exempted firom town taxes, has made this place, independent of 
its fine situation, much sought after. The name of this wood 
was popularly known as Lovie's Wood ; and here many a happy 
school-boy hour was spent, in the intervals between studying 
Horace, or some teazing Mathematical problem ; yet here, amidst 
all the noisy glee of as rich a scene as can well be remembered 
— to use Gray's beautiful lines — 

** Alas ! regardless of their doom, 

The mUe urchins play ; 
No dread have the j of ills to come, 

No care beyond a day." 

Within the limits of the policy, and on the terrace alluded to 
by Mr. Drummond, it is intended to erect a monument, at once 
useful and ornamental, to the memory of James Watt, our illus- 
trious townsman. It is to be an elegant building, capable of 
containing the Greenock library, instituted in 1783, and con- 
taining about 7000 volumes. In a hall, fitted up for the purpose, 
b to be placed a statue of Mr. Watt, executed in Chantry's 
happiest manner. The sum for the statue was raised by sub- 
scription, and amounts to £1700 ; and Mr. Watt of Soho intends 
to give the necessary sum for the erection of the building, 
amounting to about £3000. 

When the Library was first instituted, it was kept in Mr. Wil- 
son's school-room. Royal Closs,* who was fii*st Librarian. It is 

* It is a fact not generally known, that the two guns at the principal en- 
trance belonged to one of the Spanish Armada, which was wrecked at Fen- 
cores Castle, and a number from the same vessel are placed about the quays. 
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at present in a commodious room above the Gieen Market. The 
Rev. John Dunn is at present librarian. 

The new Coffee Room, at the amier of the Square, was com- 
menced in 1820, and finished the same year. The reason of 
this new erection was in consequence of a difference having arisen 
between a number of the subscribers and the proprietors of the 
Exchange Buildings. As the secession was almost immediate, 
or at' least before the new room was built, the members were 
accommodated with a room in the ¥rhite Hart Inn, then unlet* 
Hie expense of this er«elion amounted to nearly £2500 ; and cer* 
tainly there are few rooms more splendid, having a fine cupola, 
and otherwise finished in an elegant manner. This room, like 
the other, is well supplied with various papers, &c., and is 
equally liberal in allowing privil^es to all strangers, without 
introduction, for six weeks. 

In 1810 the Jul, or ftridewell, was built. It is situated be- 
hind the Mid Parish Church, in a fine open space, enclosed with 
a wall ; and is built something in the style of an old castle, hav- 
ing two towers in front, with battlements at the top. This is 
the only place occii^ed as a prison for criminals ; and contains 
a debtor*s apartment, besides a place where the criminals labour^ . 
Previous to its erection, the Jail, or Black Hole, was in front of 
the Town*s House ; but the first *' durance vile" which was used 
in Greenock was a thatched house aithe bottom of Broad Closs, 
where the Jugs ^vere hupg tfi terrarem of offenders ; and another 
set of Jugs were hung for die sfune. laudable purpose at the West 
Quay-head,, in a. hcms§ called the Inspector's Land. The Keep, 
or, as it was called, massy-more of the Mansion-house, was after- 
wards used as a prison, and continued to be so till after the year 
1765, when the Town Buildings were erected. 

In 1818, an extensive building was erected on the East Quay 
for the customs and excise^ but known as the Customhouse. 
It is a great ornament to the town ; and, from its situation, 
being on the centre of the quay, where the steam-boats arrive, 
is seen to much advantage by strangers either visiting or passing 
the port. It has a fine esplanade in front, from which there is 
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a delightful view of the opposite coast. The structure is h«id- 
some, having an elegant portico, in the Grecian. Done order of 
architecture, supp(»ting a pediment. . It has also another front 
towards the south-east, which is the entrance to the excise de- 
partment. The rooms are all elegantly fitted up, and the long 
room of the Custom House is about 76 feet by 42, and 26 high. 
The building cost altogether about £30,000. As immediately 
connected with this building, we subjoin the following list, which 
gives some idea of the progressive rise of the trade of the Clyde 
in this particular department ; — 

Account of the Gross Receipt of the Customs at the Port of 
Greenock, in the years 1728 till 1828. 

£ 8. d. £ 8. d. 

1728,^ 15,231 4 ^ M828,..^ .,,.,.^63,464 8 lOJ 



1745, 15,831 3 9i 1823. 322,730 13 7J 

1770, 57,336 6 lOJ 1824, 318,806 19 H 

1794, 77.680 6 0| 1825, 414,447 2 7 

1798, 141,853 19 10 1826, 395,774 5 5^ 

1802. 211,087 2 8 1827, 464,813 8 OJ 

1814, 376,713 16 9J 1828, 455,596 13 34 



Account of the number of Registered Vessels belonging to the 
Port of Greenock, (exclusive of the Creeks of Rothesay, 
Oban, and Tobermorry, with their Tonnage and Men, for 
the years ending Slst December, 1825, till 1828. 

Tons. Men. 

29,054fi 1987 

21,634H i861 

30.940H 2090 

.240 31,929^ 2210 




• The dtttiea on Tobaceo, Coffee, and Pepper, were ooUected by the Exeiie 
from 6th July, 1819. tm 5th April, 1825, when a]l the Import Duties of Excise 
were transferred to the Customs. 
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Account of the Number and Tonnage 
and cleared OutumrdM, to Foreign 
the year ended 5tk January, 1784, 



of Vesfeli entered Inwardi 
Parti, with Cargoes, in 
tiU 1829. 





INWARDS. 


OUTWARDS. 




BrUiBh. 


Foreign. 


BHM. 


Fonign. 




No. Tom. 


Ko. Itef. 


Na T^mt. 


Now Ton. 


1784,-^ 


....^ 52 6569 


4 530 


63 7297 


3 520 


1789, 


110 18678 


12 1802 


136 21489 


10 1891 


1794, ^ 


89 14807 


17 33,57 


90 16953 


13 2506 


1799, 


103 16760 


19 4404 


123 20156 


19 4286 


1804, 165 90602 


25 5120 


155 31896 


20 5965 


1809,...^ 


88 20094 


10 2095 


127 25795 


11 3030 


1814, 


163 40447 


5 1007 


186 43685 


5 986 


1819, 206 49774 


26 6153 


282 61168 


29 6964 


1823, 


166 39345 


22 5325 


219 47414 


25 6320 


1824,.. 


188 46162 


11 3054 


188 46857 


9 2699 


1825, 


^ 178 46156 


18 4783 


174 43216 


17 5083 


1826. ^201 51249 


21 6229 


193 49079 


18 6195 


1827, 


^ 196 53898 


8 2380 


193 51430 


7 2260 


1828, ...Jg03 52266 


17 4744 


203 52896 


11 3444 


1829,--.^ 


.210 52721 


13 3806 


211 53757 


10 3159 



Account of the Number and Tonnage of Vessels entered Inwards 
from and cleared Outwards to Ireland, with Cargoes, in the 
year ended bih January, 1784, till 1829. 




INWARDS. 

No. Tons. 
121 5225 
191 11649 
197 13926 

15250 
18 17624 
.236 19807 
152 10870 
185 13649 
174 18201 

26325 



OUTWARDS. 

Na Toot. 
134 >5673 
120 7486 
165 11196 
221 13034 
168 12505 
173 14047 
117 9184 
165 11912 
170 17711 
250 32750 



* At this time the American Noii4otercoarse Decrees were in force, as 
well as those of Berlin and Milan. 
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Opposite the Customhouse, is an elegant cast-iron Corinthian 
raiar, cast by Caird & Co., Founders, and fighted by gas, to 
facilitate the approach of vessels by night to our harbours. A 
little distance from this, on the right, a Camera Obscura has 
been fitted up ; and the profits arising from this exhibition are 
given to the Greenock Hospital. 

The Renfrewshire Bank occupies a substantial house, built in 
1811, on the line of Shaw-place. The time of its first establish- 
ment was in 1802, and it then occupied the low flat of the house 
in Hamilton-street, opposite Tan-work Closs. Like the Greenock 
Bank, its business is very extensive, having various branch banks, 
independent of its intercourse with all commercial districts. 

Though possessing so large a population, no gas-work was 
established here till 1828. The building is situated in the 
Glebe, and is a great ornament to the street. Notwithstanding 
of the strong prejudice* in having works of this kind in a popu- 
lous neighbourhood, from the offensive smell, no inconvenience 
has been felt on this score. It is but justice to an individual 
now in the dust, to state, that the first requisition, calling the in- 
habitants together, was in his hand-writing ; and though others 
finished the work, in a manner which must give satisfaction to 
every one, both from the handsome structure, and the purity of 
the gas produced, doing justice to that individual does not at all 
detract from their merits. The profits arising from the consump- 
tion of gas is to aiu the town's funds ; and the public are well 
aware that its necessities require every fair and legitimate means 
of doing so. From a statement published on the 26th June, 
1829, it appears that the total cost of works, &c., is £8731 9s. 
— revenue, £2054 lis. 6d. ; which, after deducting outlays and 
interest, leaves a balance in favour of the town, £981 9s. 2d. 

The Flesh Market, which is situated in Market-street, was 
first built in 1764, and rebuilt in 1815. It contains 16 stalls, 

* As an instance in point, an old lady called in the neighbourhood of the 
gas- work, abont four months before its completion ; and having looked out of 
the window, then open, asked if this was the gas- work ? On being told it was, 
she begged to have the window shut, as the smell was truly horrible. 
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and baa a moit ooavaiient daughter-house behind. The first 
oow which was killed there was by James Bartlemore : it was 
paraded through the town dressed in ribbons^ with the town- 
drum beating before it. The Fish Market is situated at the Mid 
Quay, is well fitted up, and convenient for this purpose.* The 
Butter Market, or, as it is called, the Green Market, is imme- 
diately under the library, at the east end of Market-street, and 
is but partially used for this purpose. Greenock possesses no 
regular Meal Market, &c^ but did. so many years ago. The 
first situation was foot of Tan-work Closs, and afterwards at the 
head of Watson's-lane. 

The Post-office has never ponsessed any building entirely for 
itself; and consequanily, the frequent movements from one place 
to another have been at the suggestion of the post-master of the 
day. It has at last settled iii the opening at the head of Cross 
Shore-street, named Watt Place. The revenue from this estab- 
lishment in 1797 was £2800, and in 1828 the sum of £4183 was 
collected. 

Independent i>f the public buildings bekmging to the town, or 
those which have been raised by subscription, there are other 
f^aces, the property of private individuals, which ought not to 
be omitted. The White Hart, a large and commodious inn, 
situated near the Square, was built about 1770 ; but lately it was 
raised upon, and otherwise much improved : this house contains 9 
sitting-rooms and 17 bed-rooms. The Gardeners' Hall is situ- 
ated in Manse-l^ne ; the Buck's Head Inn, and Mason Lodg,e, 
in Hamilton-street ; and the George Inn at the East Breast* 

About 1740, a Bridge was ^thrown across the stream which 
joins the sea near Mr. Scott's building-yard, and is known by 
the name of Finnart Burn. This was the first erection of the 
kind in the neighbourhood. Latterly two other Bridges were 
built across the same water, and have all been improved and en- 

* It is worth noticing that the guns plaoted at the extremities of this build- 
ing, for protecting the comers from injury by carriages passing, belonged to 
the Adventure discovery ship, when under the command of the celebrated cir- 
cumnavigator, Captain Cook. 
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Urged since their first erectieii. About .fifty years ago there 
was no Bridge at the east of the town ; the sahstitiite for this 
was the old rudder of a vesseli which dontiimed tiil the erec- 
tion of Ling Bum Bridge, (not Deling Bum) ; and in 1T77 the 
Bridge near to Mr. Mosorip's diurch was erected. 
. About seventy years ago the roads were wrcAchad, and a 
Marshal Wade was much wanted, to procure the blesnng of a 
good pathway to the unshod travellers. The road to Gouroek, 
for instance, was by the shoK-side; and if strong gales pro- 
duced a high tide, an embargo was laid upon all travellers, till 
the weather moderated, and the j<Mnt influences of Boreas and 
Neptune permitted a free paasage. . The dates are vague and 
uncertain, as to the period when the various reads were com- 
menced and finished ; and we believe few are anxious to ascertain 
the point, seeing that the task has been accomplished in a manner 
which ensures comfort, as well as pleasant and easy travelling. 
The first battery that was raised for protecting the town was 
in 1763. It was of rude architecture, and got up hurriedly, in 
consequence of various reports of armed vessels having been 
seen approaching the Clyde ; it mounted twelve 24 pounders, and 
was situated near the Ropework Quay. On the breaking loat 
of the war between Gi«at Britain and the American eolotfies, 
in 1776^ Lord Frederick Campbell,* with the Western Fehcibles, 
were ordered to Greenock, and in a short time made various ad- 
ditions to the fort. The loyalty of the town at this period was 
aroused to a very high degree ; every man stood forward in con- 
demping the rebellion ; and Mr. Thomas Moore, the accom- 
plisthed poet, in his late travels, proved from facts which have 
ncfver been contradicted, that self-interest on the part of many 
of the colonists, and French jealousy, were the means of wrest- 
ing this growing state from the sceptre and authority <^ Great 
Britain. The fertile valleys of France soon felt the fearftil retri- 

* The first public dinner ever given in Grreenock, at the town's expense, 
was to Lord Frederick Campbell and his oficers, for their industry in putting 
the town in a state of defence, and for the conduct of the soldiers in their Ifk- 
tercourse with the inhabitants. 
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bvliQii ; far when La Ficelle wmi hk floMien retained, the word 
idberif was £Deflh apoD thdr lips, and the ftynumj of Loais and 
his DoUes was qoeaohed ia aa ooeaa of hlood. BritatB, oiider 
tfaefmdaaoe of PirovideaDe» has rensted every effort4>f her foes, 
and stood the fiery ordeal almost stagleJuuided, ttli her greatest 
eaemy pcrUied oa the bleak islaad of St. Helena, wUle her 
sbares have never been traced by the foot of a foveiga enemy« 
We ham abeady said that, on Ibe bneakiog out of the American 
war in 1770, the people of fiteenodi: rallied laithfuUy anomd 
their Sovereign; and, in proof of this, the fbllowiBg placaids 
wiere posted on the oameri of our stinets» fioai ike two great 
tiodies which then composed the moat important part of the 
popnlation:^ 

** Grcenockf iSd January, 177& 
'* Sundry Merchants in Greenock, being desirous to promote the manning 
ef hi9 Majesty's Nary w1t)i able aeameni having raised by sabscrlption a snm 
of money for that parpote» do hereby offer a Reward of One GnSnea, over and 
above his Majesty's Bounty, to each of the first Sixty able Seamen belonging 
to 4be towns of Greenock, Crawfordsdyke, Gourock, and Inverkipp, not above 
Fifty nor tinder Eighteen years of age, who shidl voluntarily enter to serve in 
ais Majesty's Navy wtlb lieutenant Henry Cottstobadie, or the Commanding 
OOssrfai C w wen a ck for the Chiie, betwixt and the twenty-ninth day of Feb- 
niary mmt ; to be paid by Joseph Tnckeri Marehant in Greenock, upon a Cer- 
tificate from llie saM Lfeuteumt Gomtobsdlei or the Comnmndhig Ofllcer for 
the time.** 

" The Buss Herring Fishiog Society of Greenock, in^veMod with a joat 
abhorrence of the unnatural BabelUon ia Aiaeriea» tending to the subveniiB 
of the present happy establithmept, under the wisest oad meat jnodMralu G*- 
vomoMBBV ^ therefore offer One Guinea of Bounty, over and abenwliia Ma- 
jesty's royal Bounty, to the first Hundred able Seameo, who AaU betwlxft and 
the first day of March next* enter under Lieutenant Henr^. Constobadle, of 
hb Majesty's Navy, now at Greenock, from whom proper Certificates must be 
procured and lodged with Mr. James Taylor, Merchant in Greenock, who will 
order immedlata payment of the Society's Bounty." 

The town also gave a bounty ; and« in a short tjne, a anm- 
ht^ of enteiprising and excelknt Bem»m wor^ added t» the 
navy. 



48 

When the gallant and hnmatte Frenchman, M. Thiirot, en- 
tered the diaonel with his a^adron^ a anivemal alarm was 
given, not oniy to Gseeaock hut to the sttROundkig country. 
And this received a great impulse Irom the fact of his having 
captured a vessd <^ the craig of Aika. It was at this period 
that a temporary fort was erected containing twdve 24«poaiiden, 
and» in addition to this, brass field«-pieces were stationed atong 
the road leading to the fort» and on the Ropework quay. It 
was not, however, till after the breaking out of the revolutionary 
war that this place unckrwent a complete change, and Fort 
Jervis, with its magazines, &c« was comjdeted in 17SV7. Mor to 
thifl, and in 1795, SUiger Stewart, Esq., who took adeep interest 
in the town, wrote Lord Adam Gordon concerning the «tate of 
the battery, and to have it properly provided ; and the follow- 
ing answer will show tbe manner in which these places <^ de- 
fence were kept up, as also the sentiments of government on 
this interesting subject : — 

« Alheyy Edinburgh, 2^th May, 179&. 
^ SiB^Wben Imtteries were erected for the protection of the different towns 
on the coMt of Scotland, a mle was established, that the gons, shot, and smaU 
stores, should be fornished by the Ordnance ; and the powder, and the ei^eaae 
of placing the platforms for the guns, should be defrayed by the inliabijUuita^ 
the towns. As this rule is still to be adhered to, J am now to jdesire that you 
will report to me the quantity of- shot and small store you now have for the 
use of your Battery, which I shall transmit to the Board of Ordnance, that 
whatever is wanting may be supplied by them. You will also be pleased to 
report to me the number and size of your guns ; the quantity of gunpowder 
now in your possession ; with the state and condition of the guns, carriages, 
platforms, and storehouses; that whatever articles are wanting may be pro- 
vided, and repairs ordered where necessary, that your Battery may be put In 
a proper state of defence. 

« I have the honour to be, 

«* SlE, 

** Your most obedient humble Servant, 

« AD. GORDON, General. 
<< Chief Magistrate, Greenock.'* 

When Thurot's little squadron was captured, which gave so 
much alarm to Greenock, the guns were fired, as a signal for 
rejoicing ; but during the hours of merriment a gun unfortu- 
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iittely bunt, which ki^ two mai ; and a piece of the shattered 
ordnance, wei^iing about S4 pounds, iew over the Ropework, 
and rank in the Glebe, three feet deep. This fort continued, tilt 
abont 180Q, bristling its lovd-mouthed cannon towards the waire, 
but was dismantled in 18W; and in 1812 the fort, about two 
miles from the town, was erected. What gave rise to this erec- 
tion, was the audacity of some American cniizers* conung far 
up the channel, and the (act of a number of merchant vesseb 
having been captured two days after leaving the port. 

This fort was dismantled in 1820, in consequence of the dbn 
turfaed state of the country, by an order received irom Govern- 
ment to the Lord of the Manor. The guns now lying in Dum- 
barton Castle, with aU their mountbg, and the ammunition, 
were also transported to the same place. 

Few places, during the war, evinced more loyalty to Govern- 
ment than Greenock ; Volunteers were raised ; the Mass Regi- 
ment formed ; and, in addition to this, the Artillery and Rifle 
Corps were established. A very large subscription was procured 
to aid the Government in prosecuting the war ; and the follow 
ing. subscription to assist the country in establishing a military 
feree was entered into. As it may be curious, as a document, 
the names' are given, with their amount. 

*' We, Subscribers, hereby promise to pay to the Collector of 
the Land Tax of the County of Renfrew, the sums annexed to 
our respective Subscriptions, for the purpose of establishing a 
Military Force for the Internal Drfence and Security of the 
Coimty of Renfrew, as fixeckby the Minutes of a Meetbg of the 



* When M<K— -r was tried for alMtracUog money from a certain letter, 
when he was in the Post-office, an isdividaal, who could have been a mate- 
rial witness, took a trip to the land of liberty ; he there met a number of 
young men, at a convivial party, who were load in condemning this country 
and its institutions. The enraged man rose from his seat, and told them, 
ihey were unlike SootdimeB, to rail at tiie land whieh gave them birth : 
*' but, to b« plain/* added he^ << none of you dare retoni, cxeept myself." 

G 
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Landed Proprietors, hdd at Renfrew, the Twentieth day of 
June, Seventeen Hundred and Ninety-four." 



Roger Steirart, for the ) 
Town of Greenock, 5 
Roger Stewart, for Self,. 
Gabriel Lang,. 
James Gemmell, 
Hugh Crawford, 
John Danlop,.^. 
Walter Eitchie,^ 
Hngh Moody,^ 
Archibald Campi 
Robert Stenart, ...^ 
Andrew Anderton,^ 
WiUiam FulUrton,.. 
Alexander Dunlop,., 
James Bell,« 
James Leitcb, senior,* 
Duncan M* Naught,.^ 
Gabriel Wood, 



£52 10 



ao 10 

5 5 
AO 10 

5 5 

6 6 
5 5 



5 

. 5 

5 

5 

5 

, 5 



6 6 
5 5 



5 5 



4 4 



Roger Stewart, for Hugh 

Ctmwfnrd, Kilbbuie,^ 
Andrew Anderson, for 

Gavin Fullarton, .....m 

Andrew Hill,,. ^ 2 2 

George Robertson, ,..„», 5 5 

James Scott,*,^^^ .,^, 5 5 

James Anderson,,*****,...,^..^ 5 5 

John Wright, > 7 7 

James Bogle, „^»^m^». 5 5 

John Foitea, .,-^^,.^.^^ 110 
Thomas M<Cann,«««««wMw^ 5 5 

John Scott, .>>M,..,..,. ^^ 5 5 

John Kippen, ..>....>>.>.>>.> » ,>»... 5 5 
JPollock Campbell, m„..,^.,„ 5 5 

Charles Ogilvie, ..^^ 5 5 

John Esdale,,>>^„.,>^ 110 

John Kcrr,.,^^,..^.^.^ 110 



Donald M'Lachlan,. 
Alexander Wood,'*.. 
Colin Menzi« 
Barrow & Lawson,* 
John Hamilton, «M«.^ 
Alan Ker,.. 
James Wood,* 

Thomas Ramsay, >*■>**> 

Alexander Crawford,***. 
Dug. Ferguson, for self 

and father, 

James & John Rankinn- 
James £ wing, junior,*..^ 
Robt. Lee, Jan. for self, j 

and Robert Lee, sen. \ 

William Graham, ■» 

William Robertson,*.*.^ 
John M*Cunn,* 
Andiibald Stewart,. 
WiUIam Scotl^,. 
James And 
Alexander M'Arthur,. 
Walter Buchanan, »„..*.. 
David Williamson,**.^ 
Robert Bog,* 
James Blair,* 
James Aliller,*wM«mi« 



1: 
1. 



Hngh Crawford, Junior,* 
John M*Kechnie, > ^i 



2 2 

2 2 

2 2 

2 2 



A* & J. Robertson & Ca^ 

Archibald Baine, 

Francis Garden, ,*,.*>*>**. 
Robert Sinclair, *.^**i*>*.. 
James Fraser,,»,^^>*.»,* *<*., 

Robert Baine» *>....», 

George Ker & Co.,.,^,,^*^^.,., 



2 2 



5 5 



r 
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Robert GaldireB,«^.....,..^£3 3 Brown & Co. orMfootte 1 

John Hdmes, ,, 1 1 JEUpo.wwk„, ■ , > 

Dancui CMnpbell, ..^ 11 Neil Cempbell, ,., 5 5 

Ninian Spence, ^».^ ■ 5 5 Lewis Gellie,...^,...,,...^,. ..■■,. 5 5 

Robert Lindsay, ,>^,^.,^^ 110 Jamei Noble, ,,... 110 

James Park, — ^.^^.^.^ 110 Robert M*CoDechy,,„„^.,., 110 

Archibald Fleeming,*.....*^ 5 5 John & William Brownlie, 2 2 

Graham M'Farlaoe, ...^x...^ 110 Alexander Dunlop, for ] 

James Malcolm, ..^i^..^* ,>,..>■- 5 5 James KnoK,,..^.^.,^..,-, ^ 



5 5 



Dancan M'Kelhur,..;,,,..^.„ 1 1 Campbell, Lee & Co.,...*.^ 5 5 

a CampbeU,...^,i.»-.. ^ 110 KoH.^»wn,^«^ 110 

Alexander Tait,^.^ , 110 John & WUIlam Adam, 1 I 

James Honter,....,.*^.^.^ 1 1 J. M«Donald, ^..„^ 110 

Robert M'Fie,.,^,^.,,..^^ 110 Thomas Crawford,.,^,..^.,^ 110 

John Johnston, ^..., 110 John Weir, , 110 

Alexander M*Kin1ay,.^*^ 110 Charles Wallace,^^ ^ ^^ 110 

Peter Wamoch, .^^ — ^ 2 12 6 Total,.««...^£d78 10 6 

On receiving this Subscription, Mr. M'Dowall, M. P., wrote 
as follows : — ** The town of Greenock has been held out as re- 
markable for assisting the country, with much liberality, inde- 
pendent of their own Volunteers/' 

The raising of the men, when ** Mother Casey*'* paraded the 
street in a boat, seemingly' rowed by many who are still alive, 
shewed the active spirit which prevailed ; and when the alarm 
was given, in consequence of a Dutch frigate, which Captain 
Ci-awford steered into the Clyde, having reached the Tail of the 
Bank, every man was ready to ** seek the bubble reputation in 
the demnon's mouth." But the most conspicuous instance was in 
the well-known '' Bmttle of Armady,'* when an alarm had been 
given, that some French frigates were coming up to burn the 
town ; and the whole of our forces, consisting of the Volunteers, 
&c., were shipped on board a frigate, and the private ships, Nep- 
tune, St. Andrew, and Mercui*y. The willingness to encounter the 
enemy, on this occasion, was beyond all praise ; and Government 
felt and acknowledged their alacrity. The public rejoicings, when 

* Five hundred men were raised hy this means, and were known by the 
name of the " Clyde Marhie Volunteers.' 
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any great batUe was fought, were also a proof of how deepl j 
the inhabitants felt for the glory of our country. The illumina-* 
tion for the battle of Trafalgar, which dosed the glorious and 
eventful life of the gallant Nelson, was as universal as the event 
called for. It is a fact, not generally known, that it was in the 
arms of a Greenock seaman (a seaman who had been in almost 
aU his victories) that this hero was conveyed to the cock-pit, 
after receiving his death-wound on the quarter-deck of the Vic* 
tory« This noble fellow presented himself to an audience at the 
Theatre, a few months after the battle, and stated the hd to 
the audience, as an apology for his calUng the orchestra to play 
up *' Rule Britannia/' A similar scene occurred at Covent- 
Garden Theatre about the same time, only with a greater variety 
of interesting incidents. 

The loyalty of Greenock was never questioned, till the ua« 
fortunate 8th of April, 1820 ; and, Men, through misrepresen- 
tations, the ** fair name" which existed for a century, was at- 
tempted to be sullied. In Blackwood's Magazine, Vol. vii. p* 
01, are the following remarks : — *^ In at least three places, the 
King's standard is assaulted by rebels, prepared for a regular 
campugn. We write on 19th April, 1820, and allude to Bmmy- 
muir, Greenock, and Huddersfield." To say the least, this is 
a fiedse and most gratuitous assertion. An event occurred hero 
at that period, which had a most unfortunate result; but how 
did it occur ? On the day in question, the Port-Glasgow Vo-» 
lunteers, who had been doing duty in Paisley during the reign 
of Radicalism, were returning to their homes, aad were entniBted 
with thcee poor fellows, who were placed in a cart, to esocort to 
Greenock Jail. This was known from an early period of the 
day, and crowds of tradesmen assembled in the street. Aixmt 
two o'clock the party entered the town ; and, in place of shew- 
ing .i^mfMiithy to the individuals under their charge, they came 
with a drum and fife, playing martial tunes. This certainly 
excited the indigftaation of the crowd, <Mid it is to be lamented 
that stones were thrown at the militiury. This increased, and 
more particularly on their leaving town ; when, without reading 
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tbe Riot Act ; without the orders of any Magistrate ; and also 
Ugainst the orders of Mr. C ■ 11^ their ccmmanding officer, 
diey fired into the midst of the crowd at different periods, till 
many lives were lost, and a number of individuals severely 
wounded. On this occasion, a' miller, always esteemed a quiet 
individual, with a boy of about 12 years of age, behaved with 
bravery. They followed the soldiers to the Bottk-work, and 
when they observed any musket levelled, always attacked the 
individuals, to injure their aim, or otherwise intimidate them. 
Though frequently fired at, they escaped unhurt, and returned 
to the town together, recounting their exploits. The miller was 
obliged to escape, in consequence to America.* Some have at- 
tempted to question the loyalty of the town from the resistance 
made to the Impress Service ; and it is well known that various 
mobs have arisen against those employed in this unpleasant duty* 
The earliest on record is known by the name of '' Gentles' 
Mob," when lieutenant Gentles was attacked, and took refuge 
in the Guard-house, foot of Cowgate ; and the boat in which he 
came on sh<»e was dragged up to the same place, and broken to 
pieces. Other serious riots occurred, but no jives were lost. 
To call in question the feelings of a community on this score, 
amounts to nonsense. The Impress Service is one of cruelty, 
and cannot fail to excite the feelings in an extraoidinary degree. 
Are men to be dragged away from the bosom of their families, 
and fiom their homes, without exciting the sympathy of those 
around them ? Is a system of kidnapping, which we have coa« 
demaed and abolished on the shores of Africa, to be praotised 
m Britain, the land of boasted liberty ? It is the legislature who 
can answer the question ; and among the last acts of the bene* 
volent Quintin Leitch, was a series of resolutions, recommending 
the l^islature to adopt other measures, and which were read, 
aixmg with other remarks, at a Meeting in the Town^iall, three 
years ago, on this important subject. 

■ I I i ■ I I I I ^ywy- II ■ ■ ■ ■ ■■ ■ ^ 

* Oo the aame evening, the excited feelings of the croWd prompted them to 
hreak i^n the jail and liberate the prieonen. 
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The rendezvous was kept at the Tar Pots for a short period^ 
and was usually at the West Quay, from the window of which 
the British Union was always hung out. 

Although the men of Greenock were always at their post at 
the hour of alarm, yet their courage was often wrought up un- 
necessarily to the ** sticking point/' through the waggery of a 
few who had indulged in the second bowl after dinner. The 
** man with the horn/' on horseback, blowing through the town, 
and depositing his large packets at the Post-office, was an in- 
stance of this kind. Similar was the mistake of a Jamaica 
fleet for a French squadron, and which was contradicted by Mr. 
Scott giving the true state of the case. Anecdotes of this kind 
might be multiplied ; but as many of them relate to individuals 
still alive, or to those whose relations are amongst us, we avoid 
mentioning them, lest the motive might be misunderstood, and 
pain given, where every care in this compilation has been taken 
to avoid this, either on private or public grounds. It is much 
better to be accused of withholding a little information, when 
the giving it is of no great importance, and might only revive, in 
the breasts of %>me, feelings and emotions, which are viewed dif- 
ferently in the hey-day of youth from what they are in old age. 

Having noticed our principal public buildings, it may be pro- 
per to enter at some length into the rapid rise of a town, which 
has become, in so short a period, to be possessed of so many. 
From the smallest beginnings, the mightiest cities on earth have 
entirely sprung : a time was when the surface of the globe con- 
tained but one dwelling ; when Babylon, with its extensive walls, 
and imperial Rome, with its palaces, showed no vestige of their 
future greatness. Greenock, about 200 years f^o, had no symp- 
toms of ever having possessed any thing more than the straggling 
hut on the margin of the Clyde, or a few fishing-boats on the 
bosom of its sunny bay. It never was the seat of any royal re- 
sidence ; it has had no parliamentary influence in sending a 
member to parliament ; and though Pennant says, " that Som- 
meried, Thaoe of Argyle, raised a banditti in Ireland, wluch was 
landed at the Bay of St. Lawrence, to oppose Canmore, King of 
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Scotland^" we are not aware that here any mighty conflict ever 
occurred. 

In 16d6y we have already said^ the first feu was ever granted ; 
and it must have " progressed very slowly," (as Jonathan says,) 
for in the year 1706 Greenock and Crawfordsdyke did not con- 
tain 1000 inhabitants. Crawfordsdyke, at this period, was of 
more importance — it contained a pier, which this town could 
not boast of : from this village part of the unfortunate expedi- 
tion to the Isthmus of Darien, in 1697, was fitted up. In con- 
nection with Cartsdyke, we may also state : — ^A little above the 
house of Cartsburn stood a cottage, that gave birth to the cele- 
brated donor of the equestrian statute of King William to the 
City of Glasgow, James M'Rae, who was long herd to the tenant 
of Hill-end, the great grandfather of the late H. Crawford. Tra- 
dition says, that M'Rae offered to place the statue in Cartsdyke ; 
but the then laird of Cartsburn (a very godly man) rejected it, 
wishing, in preference, that the influence of Mr. M 'Rae might 
be exercised to have Cartsdyke made a parish. This Mr. 
M'Rae became the ancestor of the families of Glencairn, Orange- 
field, Houston, and Don. He lies interred in the churchyard of 
Monkton. 

Some idea may be formed of how cheaply the African Com- 
pany, &c., held our town ; for they do not even mention it in 
the following correspondence : — 

** At the Coart of Directars of the Company of ScotUud tradiDg: to 
Africa and the Indies, holden at Edinbargh, the 12th day of March, 
1697, ui>on a Motion then made for directions how to conclude with 
the several Proprietors concerned in the Bay of Ardmore, for the 
Company's intended Salt Works, 

Resolved, That Mr. William Dunlop, with the advice and assistance of Sir 
John Shaw, or any other of the Directors at Glasg^ow, he hereby emi>owered 
to eonclade with the Heritors and Proprietors of the said Bay of Ardmore, 
and to take either a Feu or Tack of the next adjacent Lands and Yaire, equal 
to a. perpetual right, at the present yearly rent. And if the present Mr. Wil- 
liam Dunlop cannot agree on reasonable terms with the said Proprietors, to 
agree with Sir John Shaw for bis Bay, &c Ordered, That the said Mr. WiU 
liam Dunlop do, at the same time, with advice aforesaid, agree with such Fro- 
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priHon of Coals In thoM porta, oa will (tTO tho moot fOMontUe fiondltiooo lo tho' 
Company for sach quantities thereof as the Company shall have occasion for.** 
[Extracted by Order of the said Court.] 

** EdMmrg^StM^Man^ 1697. 
« RxvxEXKs SiB^The Directors are now of the belief, that it is the Com- 
pany's interest to have in their bands all the lAnds which the Heritors can 
pretend to be any manner of way damnified by the Company's Works ; since 
probably they can always have it tenanted to better advantage than the present 
yearly rent. Sir John Shaw woald have yov bring every thing to a readiness 
for signing li^pon the 9th or 10th day of next month, at which time he resolvea 
positively to meet you at Glasgow, and questions not bat he would help to 
bring all those gentlemen to reasonable terms. 

** I am, Keverend Sir, 

« Your most humble Servant.*' 

" Edinburgh, %^th March, 1697. 
" Revkrend Sir — You may remember, that the naming of Sir John Shaw*s 
Bay in the Order of Court was put Sn by Sir John Shaw*s own direction, for 
a Uind to the rest, in order to get the better bargain. I could wish I was to 
act your part in this matter ; lor Mr. Cragg told me, and some few others^ 
that Sir John's Bay was a very little thing, and excellent ground, fit for the 
work, and wished the Company would fall upon a way to hedge it from him 
handsomely. He was once resolved to have spoke of it to Sir John openly b»* 
fore the Directors ; but, upon second thooghto, considered Sir John as a man 
that loved his interest, and, being master of money, would not part readily 
with a thing on easy terms, if once he was possessed of an opinion of ito good- 
ness. So that, were I in your place, he should get leave to be in jest, but I 
would be in earnest for the Company ; and when I had completed his Jest, 
would laugh at him, and tell him I had bitten the biter. This I communi- 
cated to Sir Francis Scott, Sir Patrick Scott, Newton Drummond, and Mr. 
Robert Blackwood, only, who were all mightily pleased with the thonghto of 
It; the three former of whom went out of town this week. So this I thought 
fit to let you know, to the end you may act as you please. 
** I am. Reverend Sir, 

" Your most faithful humble Servant." 

Greenock, about this period , consisted of a row of houses, 
^hich commenced about East Quay Lane, and terminated at 
Kue-end, (a corruption of Row-end). A wide space intervened, 
and aaother row of houses commenced about Bell-entry, with 
their gables towards the shore, and terminated near the Old, or 
West Church. A specimen of the appearance of these houses 
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amy MH betteen^ neariy opposite to Mr. Clarice's Land, West 
Quay-head, which bears date, above the door-way, 1967. In- 
depend^t of these, a range of houses stretched up the Vennel, 
and little groups occupied the space between the head and foot 
of Taylor's Closs and Bum-street westward ; and a number of 
thatched houses were scattered about various parts of the town. 
The first slated house that ever was built in Greenock was about 
1712, and was the property of a Bailie Butcher. It was situated 
at the comer of the lane leading from the foot of Ifighland Closs 
to the East Harbour. In 1716 there were only four houses covered 
with slate, one of which has been already noticed as at the cor- 
ner of Cross Shore-street. About eighty years ago, it was occu- 
pied by one M'Grigor, and was the principal, perhaps the only, 
inn in town. The sun-dial, for ascertaining the hour of the day, 
yet retains its place in the western comer ; and the windows, 
despite of school-boys and careless maids, are surprisingly en- 
tire, and still form a faithful, though brittle record, of the lovie 
effusions of its wayfaring inhabitants. Who can doubt that la 
pins belle en Bourdeaux est Mademoiselle Belfont, or that Miss 

S ^y S h, or Miss N ^y B d of Irvine, and several 

others, whose names are there inscribed with the keen point of 
the diamond, were thought by their respective admirers the fair- 
est of created beings ? Their great grand-daughters, the toasts 
of the present day, will not take offence at the publication of 
these fondly cherished recollections, nor fastidiously dispute the 
line of propinquity which may recognize them as the representa- 
tives of the reigning beauties of 1749. 

Opposite to the inn, and near the foot of the Broad Closs, 
stood the Prison — an ill-looking thatched house of one storey, 
and consequently of one apartment. This was one of the places 
in which Jugs were displayed. In a word, the space described 
was the nucleus of the town of Greenock, Shaw-street being then 
the High-street of the tovni. 

In the space betwixt the foot of Cross Shore-street and the 
foot of Broad Closs, was the ancient Market Cross of Greenock. 
The usual places of resort for coal vessels^ and other small craft 

H 
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bringing supplies to the town, was in the space occupied by the 
.Tar Pots ; hence the present Cross Shore-street — so named on 
account of its proximity at once to the shore and the cross. The 
cross was formed in the pavement, most probably by delineating 
the cardinal points of the compass within a circle, as appears at 
present in the Square ; at all events, it bore the figures 1669, 
formed of white pebbles. 

About 1755 the population reached 3500, and from this period 
increased rapidly. In consequence of this, buildings made their 
appearance in all directions, but more particularly in the new 
street which was opened from Rue-end to the Square. The first 
house built in this street was on the site of Mr. Brownlie's new 
land ; and the first built in Hamilton-street was at the foot of 
Watson' s-lane, and comer of the Vennel. At the period of open- 
ing these streets, and long after, they had no names. The first 
land in the latter was built by a tailor, and the second by a smith. 
Like Tam 0*Shanter and Souter Johnny, they were like '' very 
brithers," 

« And had been fou for days thegither.** 

In their cups, the name of the street was often brought above 
board : the tailor insisted it should be called Needle-street, and 
the smith Hammer-street. Things remained thus in statu quo 
till the 8th August, 1775, when the Magistrates and Council, 
having met, various representations were made regarding the 
streets having no names : Dalrymple-street being then known as 
the High-street ; the Vennel as the Vennel ; Cross Shore-street 
as Cross Shore-street ; East Quay-lane as the lane leading to 
Sir John's Barge ; and all the others. New-street, Nos. 1, 2, 
and 3. It was therefore ordered, that the Laigh-street from 
Row-end be called " Dalrymple-street ;" from Row-end to Square, 
*' Cathcart-street ;" from Square westward, ** Hamilton-street ;" 
Square to Mid Quay, " William-street ;" from Poultry Market, 
&c., westward, " Mercate-street ;" and from Laigh-street to 
Vennel, ** Charles-street." At this period no other places had 
names. To trace the opening of streets in other directions, would 
be absolutely superfluous, as this is in the remembraoce of almost 
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all. Where the town stands was foimerly gardens/ or covered 
with wood ; and in the neighbourhood of what is known ad 
'* Lover's Lane^'' but a few years ago, some beautiful trees stood. 
Near to the Slaughter-house, and all along Tobago-street, were 
trees and rich gardens. In the garden about the foot of Ann* 
street, a singular anecdote is told of the nightingale, a bird 
which has almost never been known to come farther north than 
Lancashire ; yet it would appear to have been, for a time, a noc* 
turnal visitant in this quarter. The authenticity of the follow- 
ing communication on the subject can be depended upon :— 

*' Betwixt forty and fifty years ago, and for many subsequent 
ones, the space of ground bounded on the Cowgate by the east, 
the Vennel on the north, the foot of and approach to Ann-street, 
&c., on the south and west, and which now forms the east end 
of Tobago-street, the whole of Buccleugh-street, and is, besides, 
the site of several stately tenements of land, wrights' shops, &c., 
was a large and elegant garden, belonging to and possessed by 
the deceased Mr. James Scott, some of whose descendants, I be- 
lieve, still reside in Greenock."- " My parents," continues 

the writer, " who are now also deceased, occupied a house in 
the immediate vicinity of Mr. Scott's garden ; and I have been 
assured, a thousand times I dare say, by them both, that a night- 
ingale, at least a bird that sung by night, visited the garden 
about the period above-mentioned^ for two consecutive summers, 
to the great entei*tainment of the neighbours, and indeed of the 
major part of our worthy town's folk, who used to assemble in 
crowds about ten o'clock at night, and continue delightedly lis- 
tening to the warbling stranger until the rising of the sun, which 
had invariably the eflfect of rendering him mute." 

The fact, as now stated, is highly interesting, as regards llie 
natural history of this singular bird. We have no feathered 
warbler that sings by night, except itself; although it is per- 
fectly certain, that, in the neighbourhood of the Carron Works, 
music has been heard from the adjoining grove ; the birds mis- 
taking the blaze of light for that of the rising sun. 
. After what has been mentioned of the almost talismanic ap* 
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ikAmaoe ot.HaiB poptdous Htmn, it must convince every one» 
that, however rich it may be in its reflourees, however extensive 
iii its niMi«6ctuie«» that it is indeed bat a few years since any 
fanportance could be attached to it. Washington Irving hds 
given a most ingenioiis account of lUp Van Winkle's sleep among 
Ihe Kaatskill mountabs» for a period of twenty years ; and 
by this means has brought to view the changes of a most impor- 
UM period of American histt^. Let us, therefore, suppose 
some honest Gieenockian to have indulged in a similar nap i 
and» on retracing his various scenes of infancy, &c., would he 
woif like Rip, be apt to say, " This is not me — ^this is not my 
town ;'' but, pointing significantly to Gourock or Port-Glasgow, 
" that's it yonder V 

The principal streets are those already mentioned; and 
though the town has rather an irregular appearance, it contains 
many excellent buildings. It is evidently stretching towards the 
west; and many places, which were considered quite retired and 
in the country, form part of streets. Those streets which have 
been planned lately are spacious, and forming rapidly. A num- 
ber of beautiful villas are scattered fitim east to west, and give 
the stranger a highly favourable idea of the wealth, as well as 
the taste, of the inhabitants. The population in 1791 had arisen 
to 15,000; in 1801, it bad increased to 18,400; in 1811, to 
20,580 ; in 1821, to 23,500 ; and in the present year it amounts 
la about 27,000» including seamen, which must always be con- 
sidered as forming an efficieilt pait of the population of any sea- 
port town. The increase of population is the most accurate 
means of ascertaining the ext^sion or improvement of a town ; 
and, judging by this, Greenock cannot be said to be fetUing off. 
O^ branch of its commerce may be depressed, or another may 
be influenced by changes or circumstances : but when a gradu«d 
rise takes p^ce in the number of its inhabitants, something must 
be the cause ; and that must be, more or less, a degree of pros'- 
perity. 

We now turn to the Quays — that one thing, aboVe all others, 
which has made Gt«enock the impoi*tant qpot itis ; and itisfrom 
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tkifl alone thai she can date, not only her ongiB^ but dan 
her gradual improirement. The bay of Greenock is calleA 
in the document, at page 56, ** Sir John's Little Bay ;" and 
at the time this was penned, namely, in 1697, the site of 
our spacious harbours was a fine sandy shore, washed by tbs 
waves. In 1696 and 1700, Sir John made application to the 
Scottish Parlian^ent, for public aid to build a harbour at Green- 
ock ; but both his applications were unsuccessful. Though thus 
frustrated, the measure was of too much importance to be over* 
looked. At this time the Only pier, or landing-place, was at 
Sir John's Quay, where his barge was stationed, and was of less 
importance than the pier at Gourock. Vessels aniying, dis- 
charged their cargoes at Cartsdyke breast, or were run upon the 
shore near Cross Shore-street. The inhabitants, however, saw 
the iMlvantages which would result from having a commodious 
hai'bour ; and they made a contract with the Superior, by which 
they agreed that an assessment of Is. 4d. Sterling should be 
raised from every sack of malt brewed into ale within the limits 
of the town, the money so levied to be aj^lied in liquidating the 
expense of building a proper pier, an4 forming the harbour. The 
work was begun at the pmod of the Union, in 1707, and a capa* 
cious harbour laid out, containing upwards of ten Scotch acres, 
by building a kind of circular pier, with a tongue, or what is 
c^ed the Mid Quay, in the centre, Some idea may be formed 
of the place by looking at the Port-Glasgow harbours, which 
were built afterwards on the exact model. These were formi-^ 
daUe worii.s» and the greatest of the kind in Scotland ; and in- 
curied an expense of more than 100,000 meiks Scots, which was 
equal to £5555 lls« Idi These works were completed about 
1710 ; and on the 16th September of same year, Greenock was 
established a Customhouse port, and a branch of Port-Glasgow. 
The debt contracted alarmed the inhabitants very much; but 
such were the facilities to trade created by this new erection, 
that in 1740 the population was more than trebled; and the 
sums advanced were paid up, leaving a clear surplus of 27,000 
meijis Scots, or 4^1500 Sterling. In 1788 die whole ha]iK>uir 
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dues amounted to £111 4s. 8d.; m 1792, £812 9s. was col- 
lected. Of late years, the harbours may be said to have been 
entirely rebuilt, no vestiges of the old being seen all around ; 
and certainly their present complete state reflects great credit on 
those who superintended and executed these splendid works: 
The first Act of Parliament for regulating the affairs of the har- 
bours was obtained in 1773 r another act was obtained in 1789; 
a third act in 1801 ; a fourth in 1803 ; a fifth in 1810 ; and a 
sixth act in 1817. 

The Harbours and New Dry Dock, including, as appertaining 
to the same estate, the lot of ground for warehouses at West 
Quay — the lot where the Dock Engine and Mr. Fish's Sail-loft 
stands — all the lots on the easternmost breast, used as Bonding 
Yards for mahogany, &c., with all the Sheds on the different 
Quays, have cost £119,000. This, it may be remarked, includes 
the sum of £10,064 6s. 5d., paid in manner following by the 
Trustees of the Harbour to the Managers of the Town Proper. 
— ^In November 1806, for value of Sheds, as per report of Messrs. 
John Laird, Duncan M*Naught, and Thomas Ramsay, £2286 
14s. 6d. In March, 1807, for feu right to Shore Property, op- 
posite to Mr. George Kerr and Mr. Gammell's property at West 
Breast, &:c., £4902 6s. 2d, Some misunderstanding occurred 
at this time as to the exact proportion of annual Feu Duty for 
which the Harbour Trust became liable ; and it was not until 
August, 1811, that the matter was finally arranged. — At that 
time a calculation of all the Feu Duties paid by the Town on 
account of the Harbour from 1773 was made up, which, includ- 
ing interest, amounted to £2875 5s. lOd., which sum was then 
paid by the Harbour Trustees to the Tbwn Managers. At the 
same time, the sum of £37 13s. 2d., and double that sum every 
nineteenth year, was fixed upon as the proportion of annual Feu 
Duty payable by the Trustees of the Harbour in relief of the 
Town ; and this, of course, has been regularly accounted for 
ever since. After paying the Town for its Harbour right, the 
Trustees went along eastward, buying up the seaward rights of 
M'Gilp's heirs, Thomas Swing's heirs, M'Gown's heirs, and of all 
others eastwai*d to Delingburn — all of which have been settled. 
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The Town Proper reserved the exclusive right to the Anchor- 
-ages. Dues on Coals, Sec, coming to the Harbours. The Reve- 
nue arising from this source is not pledged for any part of the 
Debt of the Harbour ; and it is plain that the extension of the 
Port has caused a great increase of the Anchorages, &c., and 
thereby given very efficient aid to the Revenue of the Town. 

, The works at the Harbour being finished, the Superior being 
paid grassum of the new Harbour, the Town and all Feuars 
having their shoreward rights bought up, at an outlay short of 
£120,000, the sum authorised by Parliament to be borrowed for 
extending the Harbours and constructing the Dock — the question 
follows, what is the Estate worth ? The Revenue of the Har- 
bours, including Shed Dues, Dock Dues, Rents of Lofts, En- 
closures, &c., appertaining to the Trust, is upwards of Nine 
Thousand Pounds per annum, with every appearance of increase. 
In 1750, the following letter was addressed by Sir John Schaw, 
(the liberal and enlightened gentleman who granted the charter 
in 1751,) on the subject of the Harbours. Any thing which 
could come from his pen should be treasured up, as he was to 
Greenock its greatest benefactor : — 

'< Greenock House, Qih October, 1760. 
*' Sir John Schaw, haying considered the contents of the memorial from the 
Fenarsand Sab- Feuars of the Town of Greenoclc, approres extremely of the 
scheme they propose of building a Breast of communication along the three 
Quays, with a row of Cellars on the land side, and will give his consent to 
Lord- Catbcart*B sub-feuing to them the ground to the North of the inside 
Quay, which, they design to begin that work upon. As he oontinues to have 
the good of the Town at heart, as much as he has ever had, he is willing either 
to let them have a nineteen years* tack of the Anchorage of the Harbour, at a 
rate which he thinks will be of assistance to the present funds of the Town, or 
to give them <o much out of the yearly Anchorage, and to give them permission 
to build Cranes and Weigh-houses in such places as shall be judged necessary, 
with a full right to the Dues that will arise from them, which he expects, with 
the present funds, will be more than sufiScient for the present and future cleans- 
ing of the Harbours and Quays, to which it ought to be immediately applied. 
He recommends to the Town to build the intended Breast and Cellars, (after 
the same manner as they propose to build the Church,) and as the Cellars in 
the Royal Closs yield ten per cent, interest for the money expended in building 
them, it is hoped it will not be difficult to find the sum necessary for that pur- 
pose, which in the course of years coming to be paid off, there will continue to 
arise a constant increase to the Town's Revenue. 
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** SitMn HcammemU io ik§ Fmath 10M ike gfwtfert emiMmetM^ to eomidar 
vfUh atimHan aUpoMle mmm qfmcna^tig their Jumds, and ^finding <mt othert^ 
thatptiblic worirt may be kept up wUh solidity when executed, and undertaken vnth 
expedition when found necessary, for the Juture j which they wiUJind the most tw/u- 
ttble advice can be given them. 

fiir J«im cspwttifaat the Fewn wM JMwaiiitrty imew the amMiMnft «ii 
malt) for fifteen yean after the ezipiration of tbe i^veieDt coii$racV«ad that tb^ 
will strengthen it with all the additioni tbey possibly can. 

{Signed) ** JOHN SCH AW." 

In connection with the Quays^ a Dry Dock was built by a joint 
stock company in 1785, and cost £4000. In consequence of the 
trade of the port extending, and the old dock being found incon- 
venient to admit vessels of a large size, the following petition 
was presented to the Harbour Trustees : — 

** To the Hemwrmbie the Hagittratescnd 2bton ComuU tf €hwnf)tk' 

** The Humble FMitioa of ^kt 9abw0ibM% 

J^lerfihants in GreeDocfc, 
** Shzwsth, 

'* That it is not necessary to use many #ord8 to oonviiioe any person oen« 
oinied4n« or at aU obseryant of the trade 4^ this growing eea^port, that two 
Qraving Dockv, and one of them altogether private property, are q^nite inade- 
quate for the despatch of business* A Vessel may, and frequently does lie by 
the walls for weeks together, waiting the turn of admission, and it is obvious 
in this way, it mtist happen, that great inconvenience and positive hiss is sus- 
tabied by ibo Owners, and their pnjeeted voyages and pl^oe frpitiS»tad and 
deranged irretrioFabiy. 

** That to remedy this, the Trade beseech yonr Honours to give immediate 
directions for the formation of a new Dry Dock, in such part of the Harbourfe 
as may be judged most oonvenlent; and UMie doubt can be enter«dn«d that 
the neoessary expense of it would be very soon got subseribed In sharei^ jn the 
same way as was done in the case of the Old Dock. 
(Signed) , 
" Thos. Alexander & Co. Dnn. M'Naught 9t Co. 

M'Gowns, Watson, & Co. WiUiam GaNbraith & Co. 

Pavid Hyde U Co. Ewing, Miller, & Co. 

Shannan, Stewart, & Co. Q. & J. Leitch. 

Roger Steward & Sons. James Ooghteraon. 

Robert Ewing & Co. Gregor M*Gregor. 

Robert Campbell ft Co. J^ba Hamilton ft Co. 

Thos. Ramsay ft Co. Wilson ft M<Lellan. 

John Holmes ft Co. James Robertson. 

Alan Ker ft Co. James Duncan. 

Stevenson, Miller, ft Co; Lang, Baine^ & Co." 

Stuart & Rennie. 



Ill reply, the PetitioHcrs were infermed that the Tmsleas had 
BO power to build a Dock on the principle proposed in the peti« 
tion ; but, haying authority to construct a Dock connected with 
the Harbour Trust, their earliett attention wpuld be given to the 
measme. Accordingly, soon thereafter, at a Meeting of l^s-' 
tees, Mr. Rennie's platis for Docks in the New East Harbour 
were examined. By Mr. Rennie, two Docks were proposed, 
alongside of each other — ^the large one on the site of the present 
Dock, and the smaller one in shore of it. At the gates of the 
largest, it was intended to have sixteen feet of watei^ at spring 
tides. Its estimated cost was £36,000. The expense of this 
Dock was considered by the Meeting as by far too heavy^ and 
the depth of water unnecessarily great; and as, in constructbg 
a building of this kind, the gates and works at the entrance are 
a serious part of the expense, it was suggested that, in place of 
two Docks, one containing as much length as the two together 
would be mote advisable* This being approved of, the then 
Master of Work, Mr. Burnet, was directed to make out a plan 
of a DodL, (taking Mr. Rennie's plan for his guidance as to the 
inverted arch, mode of hanging gates, &c,,) to be 36 feet wide 
at the gates, to have 18 inches more water than at the Old Dock, 
and to be excavated inside of the inverted arch, so as to obtain 
two feet more height betwixt the floor of the Dock and the top 
of the Mocks — afterwards altered to 2 feet at the gates, and li^ 
feet of excavation; thus making in all, ^ feet greater depth 
than the (Hd Dock. 

In conformity to these instructions, the plan was executed, and 
smaetime thereaifter was laid before a Meeting of the Commis- 
sioners of the Harbours, when it had their unanimous approval. 
A written consent in terms of the Act of Parliament was endorsed 
on it, and subscribed by the Meeting, being thirteen in number, 
with a request, on the part of the Commissioners, that the Trus- 
tees would get the building earned into effect as soon as the state 
of tbi funds would admit. 

Nothing farther was done until the autumn of 1818, when the 
masonry of the Customhouse, an edifice of great public utility, 

I 
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and acknowledged ornament to the port, wan finished. The 
builder thereof, Mr. Donald MatW^aon, having given the utmost 
satisfaction to the hi^ly respectable architect who planned and 
superintended the progress of that work, and his upright con- 
duct wherever he had been employed being well known, the 
Trustees were induced to apply to him to undertake the budd- 
ing of the Dock, in strict conformity to the plana and specifica- 
tions provided by Mr. Gibb. 

Mr. Mathieson died shortly after commencing operations; and 
in 1824 th^ whole was finished, under the direction of Mr. Wm. 
Aitken, at an expense of about £20,000. This is acknowledged 
to be a complete and elegant structure ; while the ease and fad- 
lity which it gives to examining and repairing vessels, have 
brought many to the port. The Harbours, Docks, &c., as now 
completed, are allowed to be as commodious as any in the 
kingdom ; and when the intended erection eastward is finished, 
they will be iscarcely surpassed anywhere. Mr. Hamilton, Mas- 
ter of Works, has communicated the following measurements, 
which will at once show the extent of the Quays, and thek ac- 
commodation : — • 

Feet. 

East Quay, 631 

Entrance to Harbour, 105 

Customhouse Quay, 1035 

Entrance to Harbour, 105 

West Quay, 425 

Extreme length, from East to West, 2201 

Breadth of Pier?, 60 



At the head of the East India Quay, a fine arch, with gates, 
has been erected : the deputation of Commissioners of Customs 
and Excise, who visited the port in 1815, stipulated that this 
should be done. The cost of this erection was paid entirely out 
of the Harbour Police Fund. 

The management of the Harbours is vested in its Commis-i 
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allien, (along with the ,Towii Council,) who are elected annu- 
ally ; and every ship-owner, paying; ^12 per annum of harbour 
dues, is eligible to be elected, while the paying £3 per annum 
qualifies. for givmg a vote. 

Opposite the Quays is an extensive sand bank, which stretches 
from Dumbarton to a little below the town. The channel, by 
this means, is much narrowed ; and the place where vessels 
generally cast anchor to remain for dispatches, &c«, is about a 
mUe and a half down, and known as the Tail of the Bank. Here 
there is a sufficient supply of water for vessels of the largest 
dass, while the space is capable of containing aniuMuense fleet, 
and the anchorage is excellent. The navigation of the Clyde is 
altogether very easy ; consequently strangers have no difficulty 
in making out their course without the aid of a pilot. It is this 
which has often alarmed the inhabitants, lest the enemy might 
come up and attack the town : but the wind is its greatest pro- 
tection ; for the same breeze which would lead a vessel tri- 
umphantly up, would keep her there, till she would probably be 
captured by the channel fleet, or till war-vessels arrived from 
Cork. In this way the Jason, Dutch frigate, was taken posses- 
sion of at the Tail of the Bank ; although, from the muti- 
nous state of the crew, no injury was offered to the town or 
shipping. 

The trade of Greenock consists of what is called Foreign and 
Coasting. Indeed, it may be said, that there is no place where 
British enterprise has opened a market, but Clyde vessels are to 
be found. The earliest vessel which crossed the Atlantic from 
Greenock was in July, 1684, and contained 22 persons, who 
were sentenced at Glasgow to be transported to Carolina, for 
their share in resisting the oppression of these cruel times. The 
captain's name was James Gibson, who was represented as being 
very cruel to the poor prisoners, while his officers and crew used 
them in a still harsher manner. In 1685, part of the forces of 
Archibald, Earl of Argyle, who had come over from Holland, 
landed at Greenock. Of this occurrence, Wodrow gives the 
following interesting relation :-r- 



^Pfm^^n^oiUMh «li«]e«rl«i4hl»frtai«kllH«llwdwll|iaT«ry 
few •bipi^ And « eontidetm^ omniwp of amt. Hm money czpcndecl oq ttaf 
waa niottly nited on tbe Earl's credit. The Duke of MonmoQth, with tl|e 
£Df lish gentlemeSy had faithftiU y engaged not to atay abore ten day* after 
them in Holland ; bnt it waaa month belore they landed in Enghind. Whether 
Ihia waa done of des%n of neeemariljs I do not delermino. It wao rmnonred 
that this delay waa advised, that the English forces might he poured down 
upon Scotland, and their game thus be easier in England. Howerer, it is 
eertain, the Duke of Monmonth was extremely eoncenied when the EarFs 
pavtywashnlf^ and the Earl himself taken; and indeed hie inteveat «oiikl not 
hayo met with a aorer dash. It is plain the Enf liah not keeping fo t|ie taipia 
of agreement tended much to heighten the Earl's malheurSf and to ^e riiin of 
both. 

«« The Earl's intention was to fwre landed at InTerary. In thb, howerei^, 
Im was stiffly opposed by some of the gentleaMO. A conncU of war wms calM^ 
and theroy contrary to the Earl's sentiments, it was- res^Tod taaa^Ba ai& inya- 
pioi\ upop the Lowlands. The Earl calmly submitted, but indeed diis step 
was mightily to their loss. The forces were accordingly transported the best 
way they could to Cowal in Argyllshire, and Sir John Cochran, Colonel EI- 
pbinetonii, and Mijer Fnlhtf toon, wera sent to the Lowlands. 

** By this time the coasts ware guarded, and some Engli^ frifitrn rnmn up^ 
so that Sir John durst not land in the Largs, as was projected, but put in to- 
wards Greenock. 

*' When they came withhi musket shot of the land, there appeared a body of 
horse upon the shore. Sir John having theoommand, ordered Colonel Elphin* 
ctoun to ^fsfiy landing with aboi)t twenty men, which was aU th^y could ]|mp4 
at once, for want of boats ; but the thing being impracticable at that place, and 
the Coloners orders being only to obey, in as far as reasonable, taking this to 
be just the losing of so many men, he flatly refused. 

. f '.Si^ John pretailed npoo M^or Falla»toun, with about a dozen af roan, to 
attempt to land in another place near by, which he did und^r the fire^f |}|a 
Militia, and got safe ashore and into a sort of ditch for shelter. The printed 
account bears, < That the Militia, seeing them ashore, gave over firing, and the 
young laird of Honstoun and Crawfordsbnm came up to the Major, and an- 
other with him^ and had oome oonveraationy and passed their mutual words of 
honour to use no hostilities till the parlei* waa over, Af(er they had aa^fd 
some questions at the Major, to his great surprise they discharged their pistols 
at him, which happily missed him, and he returned his, and killed one of their 
horses and wounded another. Bythia time some men were landed to tbe Ma^ 
}ar'a asaiatonco, and these with the fint party heh«rad so well, that the Militia 
retired to the face of a hill opposite to the ships, which fired pome guns, whfc^ 
reached so near them that they retired, and some did not draw bridle till they 
came to Paisley.' 

^ Having communicated the above to a worthy gentleman, who was present 
at this little scuffle, he is pleased to acfuaUit me, * That the heditoraof Eeo- 



iB • ^tm§ mmUf lk% Lord Co«hm«, at tiM ODOBdl^ ap- 
potalMMit, wwe at thto time keapiof gaard at GvMiMMk* Whtn Major FaU 
laitonn landod near tho kirk of GreenodE, John Houstobo younger of that Ilk, 
Ilentenant of the troop» and Thomae Crawford of Crawibrdebom, eldeet qnar- 
tMrmaater to it, with eoata gentloMon in ooaBpaay, todo down towaids Mr. 
Fallegtnnn and hie man, who had pit up a altaal fcr yariey } aMHoMtoan 
having eaqpoetnlated with the Mijor on their iavaaion, he answered*-Tbej 
were come to their native coontrj for tlie preservation of the proteetant reli- 
gion, and lihertiee of their eoontrj, and It wae a pity inch brave gentlemen 
•hoold appAr against them in tiie servleo of a popiA tyrant and nsnrper. 
Upon whieh Hoostonn said ha was a liar, and diseharged his pistols amongsl 
them, as did also the rest of the gentlemen with him, and tlio Major and his 
men retarned their fire very briskly, bnt did no execution ; only Honstonn's 
horse, being of mettle^ and nnnsed with the iire, threw him, bat he soon re* 
monntod and vetomod to the tfoop.' 

«« Upon their flight, Sir John with tha rssl «ama ashovs^ and eatand th# 
town of Greenoek, and endeavoured to prevail with the inhabitants to Join ia 
defiBuee of religion and liberty. He seized about forty bolls of meal for the use 
of the army, mid then, upon a false alarm, went off in the night, andnlled 
baek to Cowal, and then, too lats^deeiarad it was folly toattempllhoLowlaadS 
aa yet» they lieing fvvy Where guarded with soldiers and ihilllla." 

The first vessel belonging to the port which crossed the At- 
laDtic was in 1719> (port of the Darien expeditioii in 1607» 
having been fitted out firom Cartsdyke,) but shordy afterwards 
the shipping increased rapidly. About this time the rising 
prosperity of the place excited the jealousy of London, liver-* 
pool, and Bristol, to such an extent, that they falsely accused 
the merdiants of Greenock and Port-Glasgow of firaud against 
the revenue, first to the Commissioners, and afterwards to the 
House of Commons. This was triumphantly refuted, and th^ 
were completely exonerated of all charg0s; kod, in spite of 
every effort to crush its infant commerce, it went on amazingly^ 
The first square-rigged vessel which was launched firom our 
shores was in 1764, and was built by a Mr. M'Kirdy. The 
number* and' tonnage of vessels belokiging to the port have heed 
already given at page 43. The earliest trade seems to have beeii 
the Herring Fishing ; and, in the reign of Charles II., and under 
the patronage of the Duke of York, a Society of ^^ Herring 
Fishers'' was established on the Clyde, with particular privileges. 



70 

In 1076, they enclosed a Urge |>ieoe of gftnukd, which they called 
the Royal Gloss. The Company was dissolved, and the buildings 
afterwards used as warehouses. The Herring Fishing has been 
continued by various individuals, and the quantity cured gives an 
average of about 19,000 brls. annually. An early branch of our 
commerce was in Tobacco, which was trans-shipped to the Con- 
tinent, and, in return, other commodities were often taken in 
exchange. So far back as 1752, the Greenland Whale Fislung 
was carried on : it was, however, soon given up, but revived 
again in 1796, at which time there were three large ships em- 
ployed in the trade ; and though revived again at a later date^ 
may be now considered as abandoned — the last Mp having 
been purchased by Captain Ross to acomipany this enterprising 
individual in a voyage of discovery to the Pole. The most con- 
siderable trade which Greenock had, at an early p^iod, was 
with America : this suffered a great d^ressioa when that Colony 
waged war with the mother Country ; and it may be said to 
have gradually declined ever since. At present, however, 
Greenock has vessels trading to every part of the world ; and 
from the average amount of duties received from the Customs at 
this port, it will be observed that trade is, by no means, falling 
off. The West and East Indian, and North American trades, 
may be considered at present as the principal. Newfoundland 
and South America have also employed a considerable number 
of shipping. The Coasting trade has rather declined since the 
introduction of steam, in 1812, which facilitates the towing of 
small vessels to Glasgow, against wind and tide. 

This was the first port in the kingdom to petition against the 
Renewal of the East India Company's Charter. The inhabitants 
were first called together to take the subject into consideration, 
in December, 1811. In 1812, a deputation was sent to London 
on this important business ; and it is known that, in 1813, a 
partial participation in the trade was conceded to the outports. 
In Spring, 1816, the first ship from Scotland, for the East Indies, 
sailed from Greenock. This vessel, the Earl of Buckinghamshire, 
Captain Christian, of 600 tons register, was soon followed by 
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«thers« and the tonnage now embarked in the trade is Teiy 
considerable : thus affording employment to ships when it was 
difficult to be found elsewhere ; and,^ from the duration and 
healthiness of the voyage, forming an admirable nursery for 
seamen. It is to be hoped, thai, ere hwg, the trade to China 
will also be thrown open to the country at large ; petitions to 
the legislature, to this effect, having lately flowed from every 
comer of ^e kingdom. 

In a place like Greenock, which had so many shipping, it is 
to be expected that many fearful accidents would occur. The 
waste of individual life by drowning, or falls from masts, &c., 
wonld make a long and melancholy ciUalogne. Bat, independent 
of this, vessels have been wrecked in our own channel ; some 
have been burnt at sea ; and others foundeied on the deep, or 
been cast away upon foreign lands. But, probably, the most 
melancholy intelligence which reached this port, was the loss of 
a number of our vessels on the coast of Portugal. The following 
are the particulars : — 

Copy tfa LtUer Jbm Captam GSn&n, cftke JMutt, tothe Oumtn here, dated SO 
leagues north of Litbon, iih^prilf ISOi. 

'< I am Mny to scquaint yoo of our melancboly misfortaney which happened 
on the morning of the 2d instant. At four o'clock we struck the ground, and 
droTe on shore, and about thirty or one-and-thirty more of the fleet, and the 
Apollo, our Commodore. A great many lives were lost out of the several 
diSpSi and the sight is dismal to behold for many miles along shore. All our 
crew got on shores without the loss of a man. The Robust ie all together, and 
fiut ; but the water ebbs and flows in the hold, and the surf is so heavy, ren- 
ders it impossible for any person to get now near to her ; and I do not think 
any thing belonging to her will be saved, as she will break up in a very shott 
time, and don*t expect her to hold fast till to-morrow morning. The accident 
was merely through neglect of the Commodore. As the wind was from the 
S. W., there was no occasion to stand so far to the eastward* All the fleet was 
sensible of being to the eastward, and some of them tacked, when he fired at 
them to bring them to : but he himself has suffered, with about 200 of his 
crew, some of whom were on the wreck these sixty hours, without any suh- 
■istenoe. The Clyde ships which have suffered here are the Elizabeth, Gait ; 
the Peggy* Camochan ; Peggy, Bartley ; Active^ M'Niccol ; Fame, Gammel^ 
Albion, M^Ewing ; Nancy, Weir ; Caledonia; Gilkison ; and ourselves. We 
had much ado to get on shore, as no boat was able to stand the surf. There 
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was ■ grtat diftl of pMpto loit ofit •£ tb* Qfde thifw t tome of them apwurdt of 
half their crews. There is a British Consul here at present, who came from 
a town about eight miles off, called Figuelro. I have nothing more to mention 
at the present time ; but I ifHll write you when 1 get clear of this, Wh\6k I 
Uiink will not be Ibr sette W^eks, as We are to wait here, by order of the Goo* 
aal» ttAtii we all get away together^ ia a Tsssel, to Xisbon." 

During the war, privateers* and letters of marquej owned by 
Greenock merchants, were very successful ; and a number of 
gallant exploits were performed by our seamen. The ships of 
war also occasionally visited the place ; and^ for a considerable 
time, (on the remonstrance of the Magistrates,) a guard-ship 
was kept at the Tail of the Bank. The largest class of waip * 
vessels seen here, was a 42 gun frigate ; and one 74, or line- 
of-battle ship, came up as far as Gourock. During a war they 
can be of little service stationed here ; as the most effectual 
mode of protecting the trade, and also the town, is cruising in 
the channel, and meeting the enemy before they reach our doors. 

Hie Coasting trade, though it has diminished, as al^^eady 
mentioned, still gives employment to a number of men, and Idso 
to a fair amount of tonnage. The following is a statement for 
the years 1828 and 1829 1 — 

Irith Cooiting Trade. 

INWARDS. OUTWARDS* 

1828, 208 26,325 147 19,110 

1829....... 206 26,451 250 82,750 

Great Britain, 

INWARDS. OUTWARDS. 

1828, 443 39,990 577 51,605 

1829, 520 44^018 554 54,000 

About 50 years ago, though the Foreign and Coasting trade 
of the port had increased to a considerable extent^ yet a distinct 

* Fourteen privateers were fitted out in thr^ months, when the American 
war hroke out* 
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knowledge of the principles of navigatioii^ for making the requisite 
observations for ascertaining the longitude by lunar observation, 
and the latitude by double altitudes of the sun, as practised in 
the East India trade, was but very imperfectly known. Indeed, 
no shipmaster from the Clyde had then attempted to reduce it 
to practice ; nor does it appear that any teacher in this country 
had possessed the requisite means to give instruction to seamen 
on this important branch. The shipmasters of the old school 
had an inveterate prejudice on this score ; and consequently the 
rising generation were entirely deprived of the means of practi- 
cal, as well as theoretical knowledge. Fully aware of the advan- 
tage of this branch of education to the trade, Mr. Lament, 
shortly after his appointment in 1781, went to London, for the 
express jpurpose of obtaining information on the subject, and 
also the requisite instruments, in order to prove to seamen the 
absolute truth of what they merely knew by report. It was 
during the magistracy of the late Roger Stewart, Esq., that an 
instrument was procured, for the twofold purpose of reducing to 
practice the principles of geometrical surveying, and for observ- 
ing the cotemporary altitudes of the heavenly bodies, required in 
taking lunar distances by the sextant, which had been already 
procured by Mr. Lament, as well as a pocket chronometer, by 
the late John Melville. About 1789 or 17&0, he also pro- 
cured DoUand's achromatic telescope for observing the eclipses 
of Jupiter's satellites ; and a planetarium, for illustrating the 
solar system, with its accompanying tellurian and lunarian 
complete. Thus provided, he was in a state for making ac- 
tual observations, for explaining the lunar theory, and for emu- 
lating the Americans, who then frequented the port, and who 
boasted of their superior knowledge in these matters. The 
first individual to whom British seamen are indebted for reduc- 
ing the complete lunar theory to practice, was the late Astrona- 
mer Royal, the Rev. Neville Maskelyne, who, after his voyage 
to Saint Helena, in 1761, planned the Nautical Almanack, and 
the requisite tables for its use. By others these have been 
brought to that degree of perfection necessary for the seamaa's 

K 
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use. Since that period the famous Ramsden ahd Troughton bare 
executed, under the patronage of government, their accurate and 
expeditious dividing engine ; and produced the instruments re- 
quired. 

The first that availed himself of instruction on this subject, 
under Mr. Lamont, was a Mr. Robertson, about 1788, who used 
the first metal sextant known on the Clyde, which was made by 
Jones of London. Mr. Troughton, after this, invented the light 
patent sextant, and also the circle of reflection, which has been 
proved to be of unrivalled use in nautical astronomy. Captidn 
James Hamilton, of the brig Nancy, (cousin to the late Professor 
Hamilton of Oriental Languages,) was the next who procured a 
sextant, in 1790, and prosecuted this study with much success. 

Lieutenant-General Sir Thomas Brisbane, (then Major Bris- 
bane,) was the first person who sailed fiN>m the Clyde with all the 
requisite instruments for ascertaining his situation at sea with any 
thing like precision. He had several chronometers ; a circular 
instrument by Troughton, divided on gold ; and a sextant by Dol- 
land. He sailed from hence in the brig Fame, Captain Armour, 
in 1709. He, and the late Quintin Leitch, then Captun of the 
brig Clyde, who became an early proficient in such observations, 
communicated by signal during the whole voyi^, and through 
life a warm friendship existed between them. The late Captain 
John Udny was among the first who carried, at his own ex- 
pense, books, instruments, &c., in a complete state, for mak^ 
ing lunar observations ; and was allowed to have been the 
most expert lunarian then sailing. Since that time, however, 
every attention has been paid to this useful branch of education ; 
and were it not that some might consider it invidious to notice by 
name many Captains who are an ornament to their profession, 
we would most cheerfully give them a place in this simple re- 
cord. The fair fame they have earned is not the less remem- 
bered ; and they may rest assured that, thus trying to lessen the 
tedious monotony of a long sea-voyage, only ejidears them the 
more to those who intrust them with their property, as well as 
the lives of passengers and seamen. It if a aituation of all 
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•dien of deep responsibility. A ship on the ocean is to the 
master^ a little world, quite under his own control ; the happi- 
ness and ccMnfort of all under him may be mainly attributable 
to him ; and by his doing all in his power to form the mind of 
Uiose youths intrusted to him, and by seconding the efforts of 
the teacher in giving ilseiid information, he confers a greater 
honour on himself than on those who receive the boon. In this 
way thore would be fewer run^aways firom ships, while a wild 
boy would be generally awed into submission by treatment at 
once conciliating and kind. 

The government of the town, till 1751, might be considered 
as vested entirely in the hands of the lord of the manor. This 
year, as we have already stated, the first Magistrates were 
elected ; and the origin of nine composing the Council, was the 
continuance of the same number which superintended the receipt 
of the malt tax. Sir John, in the handsomest manner, vested all 
the right he possessed in the feuars and sub-feuars to elect their 
own rulers ; and few places in Scotland have such an inestimable 
privilege. To our first magistrates, &c., down to a late period, 
the inhabitants are under deep obligations. They watched with 
a parent's care the growing importance of the community ; and 
it was not till about 1796, that bickerings were heard at our 
council-table. This was revived again in 1812 ; and at this 
period the first paper-war commenced. The difference about 
the Old Coffee Room revived party animosity, which has cer- 
tainly not lessened ; and the town is now divided into two dis- 
tinct parties, which are known as *• Reds and Blues." The 
origin of this name arose from the magisterial contest in 1825 ; 
the one gentleman's coach-drivers having assumed the blue rib- 
bon as a mark of distinction, and the others immediately deco- 
rating their hats with red. This contest lasted for six days, 
when 497 votes were polled, and the Magistrates voted for by 
the Reds were elected by a majority of 15. It is to be regretted 
that party spirit does not rest with these elections, but has 
been often the means to convey strife and divisions into other 
societies and institutions, where this should have nothing to do. 
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Every person shouM be allowed to express and hold his own 
opinions, without being held up to ridicule, or condemned for 
acting the part of every reasonable man, merely showing he has 
a mind of his own. The Magistrates hold courts every week in 
the Town Hall, independent of their giving attendance every 
day, to examine into cases connected with the police, ^c. 

Names of Maffi$traie8,Src., for IS29. 

SaSies-^WmBm Leitch and RoWt Ewing. 

Robert Baine, Treasurer. 

OounseUon* 

John Fairrie. John Thomson. John Miller. 

Thomas Turner. Robert Steele, Jan. Wm. Johnston. 

Ojffice'Searers* 

Alexander Dunlois Esq. Advocate, Assessor for the l\>wn, at Edinbui^fa. 

John Patten, W. S. Law Agent, at IJdinbargh, for do. 

James Tamer, Town Cleric J. K. Gray, Depute do. 

Archibald Wilson, Deputy Treasurer. 

John Davidson and George Williamson, Joint Procurators Fiscal. 

George Hamilton, Superintendent of Public Works. 

Andrew Stewart, Harbour and Dock Master. 

Thomas Alexander, Collector of Harbour Rates. 

James Dunn, Collector of Anchorage, Steam Boat Dues, &c. 

Robert Lyle, Superintendent of Town Police. 
John CampbeU, Superintendent of Quay and Harbour Police. 

There b also a Justice of Peace Court, at which the following 
Justices preside :— 



Lt. Gen. Dun. Dar- 
roch'of Gonrock. 

Capt. Duncan Dar- 
roch, yr. of do. 

Sir M. S. Stewart, 
Bart. M. P. 

Capt. H. Stewart. 

John Shaw Stewart. 

P. M. Stewart. 

Robert Wallace. 

Robert Steuart. 

James Hunter. 

Thomas Bissland. 

David Crawford, 



Wm. M'Dowall. 
The Sheriff Substitute. 
Alexander Dunlop. 
James Watt. 
Hugh Crawford. 
John Dunlop. 
Robert Ewing. 
William Macfie. 
James Oughterson. 
James Leitch. 
Alexander Graham. 
Roger Aytoun. 
John Buchanan- 



John Denniston. 
Thomas Lang. 
James Likly. 
Peter Hunter, jun. 
James Robertson. 
G. Robertson. 
John Robertson. 
A. M<Lei8h. 

SaUies, ex officm, 
William Leitch. 
R. Ewing. 



D. C. 



Arch. M<Kinnon, Proc. Fiscal. 
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The Sheriff Court was established on the 27th January, 1815, 
and opened on the 3d May following. It is held once a week, 
during session, and oftener, as occasionally required. In virtue 
of the Act of Parliament in 1825, the Sheriff holds a court for 
the recovery of small debts. The first Sheriff-substitute was 
Claud Marshall, Esq., who was also appointed, in June 1815, 
to the Admiralty Court. 

The following abstract of the Town's Receipt and Expendi- 
ture will serve as a contrast between the years 1785 and 1819 : — 

Revenues of the Town of Greenock in 1785, exclusive of the 
Water Tax, Road Money, and Tonnage on Shipping, viz. 

New Church Rents, ^>,^.„^„ ^,,^,^^^ ^,^^ ^>i,.^....,£224> 14 

Breaat Cellars, (Rent aogm<nted,)..>,>,m,>^,..>^>»>.^.^>>>..>»^>>^>.>^.»^ 115 18 

Royal Closs,. ....■, mt^^^^^^^^^^m,*,*^ *..»i..<»>.».>>.>>.i»..m»»..>»>.v^»>^.>ww 200 

Sheds on the Quays, ^^.,,.,.„.. ».^.,.,^.^.......>^..,.i.^.^«...^.>^ 5 

Flesh Market,.^...^ ,^,^ ^^..^.,..^.^.^. » ^^.^.^ 65 

Anchorage, Coal Barrel, Weights and Measures,. >.». ,^^,»^ 76 

Tolling the Bell, (averaged, ),,v^.^^,,>,v^,. w »*«* .»» mw «»**»»i*^»»^ » »^^ 4 



£690 12 



CHARGES ANNUALLY. 

Minister's Stipends, and Sacramental Elements, m >.,.,>.>.»...w>.>„,>^£1 1 1 

Master of the English School, (now discontinued, )..^,>«^.>,.>>^.,^ 20 

Master of the Latin School,,,^.,..,,^.^,,,^^,^,,^..^,..,,...^^ 15 

Master of Writing, Arithmetic, &c. (a gratuity,).^.^,^..,.^,^^ 13 13 

Interest on £920, borrowed at 5 per Cent* ^,».^^.>>,,>^«.»»»>^.>^,.>>» 46 

Shore Master's Salary,.^,^,,..^,^,,,^,...^ ,.^^,..>.,^,^,^^ 16 

Drummer's do. ,*>.>.>>^»,^>.,.>^>>^«.^,^..^.^,>..^.„.^^^,^.,..,..^^ 6 

Billet Master's do. ,>^^^>>^,^^^.^,>^...,...,,..,.>.,,.,.,,,....>.^ 2 

Robert Shannan, late Shore-Master, (a pension,).>..N,. .. ^.>>,^ >.,>«^ 15 

Harbour Feu^duty, payable to Sir Michael Shaw Stewart,....*.*..* 66 13 i 

Do. do. payable to Lord Cathcart,..*.*.*..*. ^,^,^ 33 6 8 

Robert Townsend. Clock Master,..*.,.*^.^,.*.^.^,.,..,^,^.^..,*^^,,..* 2 

William Henderson, "R^'Hnffj-iiML.rirnnjj.uuL.;;. ,■■... ju„jj ^ ji.l,i,l..,..i.. 2 

Town Officers, for attending the Roup of ChurcU Seats,..-*,.^^ 5 

Deputy Treasurer's Salary,,.*^.*,^..*,,,.^,,^.^,^^^,^,^..^,^^ 15 

Exclusive of Repairs, £363 18 

Surplus ..,.*.^ ^.„ 326 14 

£690 12 
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Abstract Statement of Revenue and Ordinary Expenditure of 
the Town Proper, from 1st Sept. 1818, till 1st Sept. 1819. 



RECEIPTS. 

Anchonige» Shore Bay, and Rinf Dum, reoeiTed 
at CoUeet(xr*8 OAee,.^^»>^^,m^^*^.^m„ »■ JE264 10 3 

Do. do. reoeired from Joba Shanks, Taxman of 

Does on small vesselSfu ^,m 164 6 

Do. do. two-fifUis of Harboor Dues from Steam 
Boats, in Hen of Anchorage,. ■■^..„.,. ^^«m.^,^^ 104 4 2 

Total from Anchorages, ftc . 
Mid PUish Church, for SeaU let,..^,,.,,.,.,,^,. 



Do. Ground Rent of Seats held by subscribers,*.*.. 

Flesh Market Dues^ from 1st to 25th Sept., 1818, 

Do. do. f^m 25th Sept, i818» to Ist Sept 1819, 

for 1956 oxen and cows, at 9d. .>«.*...>..,.«^.^>.i,^>....»w> 

Do. 152 hogs, at 44. ^ ^ .mu»m,»m 

Do. 11,312 sheep, 1856 calTes, and 1 goat, to- 
gether 13»169, at 2d.. 
Do. 6167 lambs, at Id. 
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£219 3 5 
Deduct George Robb*s commission as 

Cleric of Market,..^.,^..,.....^«.>...^.^,.^£21 2 8 

Do. James Stewart, Officer of Market, 16 4 
Do. for cleaning Market, and printing 

Rules, &c ....^ ^^ 1 10 6 38 17 2 



Kett Rerenne of Mi 
Shops under the Town Hall,. 
Proportion of the Public Office accommodation, 

charged the Harbour , ..,......^^...^,..... 

Do. charged the Water Fnnd,....,...,.^ ^^^,n.^.^ 

Do. cnatged the a ax i/moe,*wt>w*»«w»w w iwi«w»»»>.»»»«w»>*^w>'ww 

£46 13 4 
This sum was not brought to the Town's credit 
till the following year. 





^ 180 6 3 




^ 60 


18 6 
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18 6 
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Carry forward, £1 130 7 2 



79 



Brooglit forward,. 



Rent of Town Cellan and Offices at East Qiiay.head,«.«...«««.«*« 
Rent from Mrs. Mackie's School House at KU- 

Main, „^,, ^„., 90 

Do. from Robert Kerr, at dOi,,^.,,.,..,.— >,^.>.,.^.,. 3 10 



£1190 
^ 215 



Rent of Library,. 



Rent of two Booths In Fish Market, its other receipts being 

lifted by Taxman of Anchorage, p^^m^^mmm* >. , 

Lairs sold in new Burying Groand,. 
Deficiency of Receipts to meet the Expenditure,* 



OUTLAY. 

Interest of Debt, gross amount £24,215 16s. at 

5 per Cent .,^„.Jgl210 15 

Dednet interest received from Kelly 

Road,£5110,at5perCent.........je255 

Do. do. at debit of Mid Parish, 

£1616, at 5 per Cent....,.-.^..,.,....^ 80 16 
Do. do. Water Trust, £36 12s. lid* 

at 5 per Cent „, 1 16 8 

Do. do. cash in Renfrewshire Bank, 

£1740, at 4 per cent,,., 69 12 



Interest after making the above dedttctions,..^.*^ 

Gross amount of Feu Duties for Burying 
Grounds, Church Grounds, Town Cellars, 
Town HaU, &c &c ,..„.... ,^ ,>^ 

Deduct received from the Harbours, 

Do. from Mr. Gammell,.,^^^.,^^,,.^ 

Do. from A. Crawford's Heir8,««^ 

Do. Wilson & M'Lellan,,^,^ 

Do. M. Johnston 

Do. A. Flemingn 

Do. Old Doclt, ^ *.». 

Do. charged to debit of Mid Parish 
Church,.* 



37 13 


2 


5 16 


8 


4 


3 


10 





10 





15 





1 1 





2 17 


6 



93 10 
25 

10 10 
123 12 
262 18 



407 4 8 



148 11 



53 3 7 



£1860 18 3 



803 11 1 



Amount of Feu Duties, after the above deductions,...^ ^ 95 7 5 

Carryforward,.^.^ — ....^L.898 18 6 
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BreogliC forward,,.,^^.^,..> L.889 18 6 
Mid Parish Church, Minister's Stipend^ and 

CommunioD exyen9es,m^»»»*m wmm.,>, m ,» ^ 0» ^ 295 

Precentor £10, Bell-ringer £2 28., regulating 

clock in church £1 l8« » » ,!>>. «,^^.>>^^>„,>>^^ m »>^ 13 3 

Interest of Debt, £1616, at 5 per Cent.^..,...i.^ 80 16 

Feu Duty, Church and Manse, ^>,^^,.^^^.. ,^>,m 2 17 6 

Sundry repairs of windows, painting, &c. >....m ) 2 10 



404 6 6 



Public Officers, yiz., Town Cleric, ^^>.>,.,>^.>.^^^ 83 6 8 
Treasurer, £25— Treasurer's Assistant, £20,.^ 45 
Master of Police, £50— Proportion of Town 

Officers' Pay, £30 12b. lid 86 12 11 

Assessor, £10 lOs— Billet Master, £5,.^^_ 15 10 
J. Heron for repairs on Town Clock, £4 4s.— 

Bell-ringer, £6 68..,.,,^^, , , 10 10 

J. DaTidson and George Williamson, 

Fiscals, salary ,...^ ..^.^,^f30 

For prosecution8,<.,..«Mv^ 36 14 6 



66 14 6 
Deduct amount of Fines received,.....* 25 9 6 41 



Total charge for PubUc Officers,......^...^,...^ 282 4 7 

School Master's salary, viz. Teacher of Mathe- 
matics, &c.0** ^^^ ,>^^»» ^ ,.^^ ^ ^ .....^....i...*^,.,** 30 

Latin Teacher, £25, and School Rent, £25........ 50 
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Stationery, Stamps, and Printing, . .^.. .».....> . « .... « » - 40 15 6 

Proportion of Coal and Candle, for Public Offices, &C........... 27 16 6 

Fire Insurance Premiums on Town's Property, ^^ ^ 8 16 8 

Sundry Tradesmen's Accounts for repairs at roof, windows, 

&C/ of Town Cellars, and other property, may ayerage^.^.....* 118 



£1860 18 3 



Independent of the magisterial control over the various funds, 
&c., there are a number of commissioners and trustees, who act 
over the fund for paving, lighting, and bringing water, &c., 
into the town. The Act for regulating this body is on the most 
liberal terms ; and it is impossible for any person to look alto- 
gether at the municipal government of Greenock, without ad*- 
miring the wisdom which dictated her laws, and also hoping 
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ttrwMy, in the beautiful langimge of Scripture, ** that peaoe 
may dweH withb her walls/' and that a liberal and patriotic 
feeling may always actuate her councils. 

The progress of literature in Greenock has been much behind 
its other improvements; and though societies have been fre* 
quently formed for reading original essays, &c», as also for de- 
bating interesting and popular subjects, yet these have been but 
short-lived, and consequently their effects, in forming the public 
mind, of but little importance. The first literary society was 
commenced in 1792, and existed about eighteen months. In 
1812, ** The Society for encouraging Arts and Sciences'' was 
established, and continued for about two years. In 1814, ** The 
Literary and Philosophical Society" was instituted, and existed 
for about twelve months. On the ruins of this, however, an* 
other was established, under the same name, which existed for 
five years. In 1819 and 1820, two debating societies were be- 
gun, and ended the same year. At present Greenock possesses 
nothing in the shape of a literary and philosophical society. The 
only thing approaching to this is the <' James Watt Club,'* insti- 
tuted in 1813, and intended to do honour to the memory of the 
celebrated improver of the steam engine, who, it is well known, 
was a native of Greenock. The members hold their meetings in 
the James Watt Tavern, at the low west comer of William-street ; 
and what renders this place doubly conspicuous, is the fact that 
on this identical spot stood the house in which Mr. Watt was 
bom. The members consist of gentlemen belonging to the town, 
and honorary members in other places. The meetings cannot 
be said to be for any particular object, as regards science or 
literature, as no subjects are brought forward farther than the 
sodal conversation of the day ; and, we believe, all subjects of 
apolitical or theological nature are excluded, lest their intro- 
duction should tend to injure the harmony and kind feeling 
which have hitherto been their principal characteristic. 

The want of literary societies must have had a blighting influ- 
ence in making our soil so barren in men of letters ; and, how- 
ever some may scout the idea, yet past experience confirms the 

L 
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fact. Look to many of our first senators ; and where was it 
that the powers, which afterwards drew forth admiration, were 
first conspicuously developed ? Was it not amidst these assem- 
blies ? In answer to this, turn to the names of Pitt, Sheridan, 
Fox, and Curran. And Bums, the Bard of Nature, states, that 
in a society of this kind in Tarbolton, he first felt that he pos- 
sessed something like genius. The humble village of Craw- 
fordsdyke has done more for literature than Greenock; though 
we are not to suppose that Jean Adam could have had any op- 
portunity of catching the breath of inspiration from the source 
now alluded to. Her song of ** There's nae luck about the 
house,'* is a fine composition ; it is one of those lyrics which 
have immortality stamped upon them. Some friends of the 
poet Mallet very injudiciously attributed this as a production of 
his pen, because, forsooth, a copy was found in his own hand- 
writing amongst his papers. So would many have given Lord 
Byron the credit for writing Wolfe's noble '' Lines on the Burial 
of Sir John Moore," from the fact of Medwin having heard his 
Lordship recite them, and hfs having stated the belief, in his 
*' Conversations," that they were his production. Both Mallet 
and Byron were rich enough in fame ; and, from weighing every 
argument in favour of Jean Adam, she is as much entitled to be 
considered the author of this song, as Wolfe was, as the writer of 
that beautiful ode. It is strange that many, like this poor 
female, have given but one single gem to the world ; and that 
that stray effusion has borne their memory along the stream of 
time, while more ponderous works have sank for ever in its depths* 
Burns envied the author of " Keen blaws the wind o'er Donnocht 
head;" Lowe wrote almost nothing but *• Mary's Dream;" Her- 
bert Knqwles his " Lines in a Churchyard :" but the fact is so 
obvious, that it is useless to go farther. As little is known of 
Jean Adam, perhaps the following biography may not be out of 
place : — 

** Her father was a shipmaster in Cartsdyke, and she was boro there ahoat 
1710. Her productioDs prove that her education must have comprehended 
reading and writing ; she must haye learned needle-work too, for that was 



afterwards one of bw soaroM of gabrittenoe. Now, these three tranches, 
Aough they may be thought a scanty education by people of the present age, 
really formed the whole coarse given to yery respectable ladies in her time. 

« She for some time supported herself by keeping a day-school, fn the town 
of Cartsdyke ; and she was in the practice of giring her serrices oocasionally, 
at needle-work, in the neighbouring families. A talent for making venies, 
especially in a woman, would in those days naturally be looked upon with 
some degree of wonder, by the inhabitants of the syall town where tbe pro- 
digy lived. Jean*8 verses were, therefore, much admired by her friends and 
acqoaintances ; and their flsttery encouraged her to prosecute her favourite 
amusement, and to neglect the more solid industry on which she ought to have 
depended for support. She collected her poems, and had them published by 
subscription, in a small duodecimo volume, printed at Glasgow, by James 
Duncan, in the year 1734. They are dedicated to the Laird of Cartsbum : 
their success does not seem to have been very great; for there is a list of sub- 
scribers prefixed, amounting only to 123. In consequence of the disappoint- 
ment, she exported a large bale of the impression to Boston, in America, 
which was at that time the worst market in the world, even for good 
poetry : and Jean's having no quality to attract the attention of the public, 
remained unsold ; and she missed the golden harvest that she had fondly anti- 
cipated. 

** Poor Jean Adam laboured under a nervous sensibility to a great degree* 
It led her into very great extravagance of conduct, of which Mr. Cromek has 
collected the following instances: — One day she told her scholars that she 
would read one of Shakespeare's plays to them. She chose Othello, which she 
read with uncommon pathos ; and at the end of it she was so affected that sha 
fainted away. On another occasion she told her scholars, that having read 
Clarissa Harlowe, she felt such a deep interest in it, and such reverence for the 
author, Mr. Richardson, that she had determined to walk to London, to pay 
her personal respects to him. This romantic journey she actually performed 
in about six weeks, and then returned to her school at Cartsdyke. 

*' She was a very pious woman : she treated the children who attended her 
school with great tenderness ; and she was much beloved by all of them. But 
her strange enth usiasm proved fatal to her comfort and respectability. Whether 
she gave up her school in a freak of extravagant adventure, or whether it 
dwindled away from her neglect of it, it does not appear : but for sonkc time 
she led an unsettled life, wandering about, and living upon the bounty of her 
friends. Some time after the year 1760, she came begging to the house of Mrs. 
Fullarton, who had formerly been her pupil ; and though a little remaining 
pride made her at first refuse some articles of dress that were offered to her, 
yet she afterwards returned and accepted of them. 

'< Her end was such as might be expected from the state of beggary to which 
she had been reduced ; as the following extracts fram the records of the Poor's 
House of Glasgow will show i-^ 
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< Admit Jean Adam, a poor woman, a atraoger in dittrans— for some timo 
has slie been wandering about ; she came from Greenock, recommended by 
Bailliea Gray and Millar.* 

« GlatgoWf T0Ufn*9 MotpUal^ M. Apnl^ 176& 

* Jean Adam, the atianger, admitted on Tneaday tbe 2d current, died on tlpo 
following dajr, and buried at tbe bouse expense. ' " 

la science, the only institution connected with Greenock is 
that established for mechanics in 1824* For the two first sea- 
sons it went on prosperously, but of late there has been a con- 
siderable lukewarmness on the part of those attending ; and last 
winter the lectures were discontinued. , In connection with this 
institution is an excellent library, and a number of valuable phi- 
losophical instruments, with apparatus for illustrating the sub- 
jects treated in the lectures. Those who have given lectures 
here were mostly natives of the place, or residing amongst us. 

Greenock abounds with societies of all kinds, for the relief of 
those at home, and for sending aid to foreign countries. The 
first is, the British and Foreign Bible Society, which has three 
different branches, or penny-a-week auxiliaries. There is a 
branch of the London Missionary Society ; a Gaelic School So- 
ciety ; a Female Missionary Society ; and one lately established, 
called the Home Mission ; as also the Society for aiding the 
Jews. There is, for the relief of distressed females, the Female 
Association ; the Old Man's Friend Society ; and one for aiding 
the Destitute Sick. Independent of these, there are a number 
of Trades' Societies, which give aid to sick members ; as also 
three Mason Lodges — ^viz., the Greenock Mount Stewart Kil- 
winning, No. 11 ;* the Greenock Mount Stewart Kilwinning, 
No. Ill ; and the Greenock St. John's, No. 176. 

The character of the people of Greenock stands very high ; 
the superior ranks are considered intelligent and well-bred, as 

* A branch of this Lodge .was established at Altipfo, by Mr. Drommond, 
his Majesty's Consul. This gentleman, who was a native of Cewal, bad a 
veneration for what he calls ** his bebred Greenock," which neither time nmr 
change could oyer efface. 
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well as kind and hospitable to strangers. The middle ranks are 
thought to be also well-informed, and to possess a pretty accu- 
rate knowledge of the events and literature of the day. James 
Hogg, the poet, has often acknowledged that Greenock was the 
first place in Scotland that received his works with a friendly 
feeling, and spread their fame abroad. The poet Burns, who 
was only once in Greenock, had the satisfaction of finding his 
works wherever he went ; and it is well known that Greenock 
was the first place which commemorated his birth-day in Scot- 
land. It was also the first which commemorated the birth- 
day of James Watt in the United Kingdom. We have already 
spoken at considerable length of the loyalty of the inhabitants. 
But it was a considerable sacrifice of religious feeling, which 
compelled them, on the Idth July, 1777, to cause the drum to 
beat through the town on a Sacrament Sabbath,* for men to be 
enrolled for manning three privateers to protect the trade. A 
writer in the Scots Magazine for September 1777, thus alludes 
to this somewhat memorable fact : — 

« In coDseqaence of an express which was receiTed on the 12th, informing 
that seTcral vessels haye heen taken hj proyincial privateers, so stationed in the 
mouth of the riyer that nothing can pass them, as such as attempt to run they 
sink, — the Council met yesterday; and have resolved to fit out three vessels, 
one of 16, one of 14, and one of 18 guns: for which purpose a subscription 
paper was set a-going about twelve o'clock ; and about two o'clock, when it 
came to be subscribed by Collector P— — , with whom I was then in company, 
I observed no less than L.2900 subscribed for. A committee is appointed for 
superintending the equipment; a commodore and captains are already named; 
and though this be Sacrament Sunday, the drums are beating for seamen to 
serve for one month only, by which time it is expected that government wiU 

* Up to this period the Sacrament was dispensed but once a-year, and then 
at such times as the parish minister thought convenient. In the March fol- 
lowing, arrangements were made to have the Sacrament twice a-year, at the 
periods now in use ; and this was done in order to meet the convenience of the 
farmers. Remonstrances have been lately made against the present time, 
March and Aagnst^ in conseqaenee of the number of vessels sailing, and thto 
tmmtquoBDt delay which takes place. This should surely be attended to, as the 
commerce of the port should not suffer, when another time liiay be equally an- 
swerable to all. 
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■end anned Tesiels to clear the coaat. Abaat WO sailors are already enlisted ; 
600 stand of arms are come down from Dumbarton ; and plenty of stores and 
ammunition. The vessels are already rictualled ; and tfae sailors appear so 
keen for the expedition» that, in case of calm weather, they are taking plenty 
ofoara on hoard." 

A striking proof of the quietness of the inhabitants, may be 
found in the fact of no military being ever stationed here, ex- 
cept when some emergency has called for their presence. It has 
been confessed, however, that when mobs have assembled in our 
streets, though this has been seldom, that they have partook 
much of the character of the *' Porteous Mob" in Edinburgh, — 
determined for the time, but soon over. The most serious was 
the Sailors* Riot, of which the following account is given in the 
Scots Magazine for June 1773 : — 

« On Thursday, March 4,* a great number of sailors assembled at Green- 
ock, and, in a riotous and disorderly manner, peremptorily insisted for an in- 
crease of their wages, which the merchants declined complying with, as they 
have already from four to fire shillings per month more than what is given in 
any other port in Britain. The magistrates and several of the inhabitants 
were at the greatest pains to convince them of the impropriety of their con- 
duct, and the bad consequences that might result from their persisting in it; 
notwithstanding which, they next day were more outrageous : and having 
obliged the rest of the sailors to join them, they went on board all the outward 
bound vessels, struck their topmasts, locked up the public sail-lofts, hindered 
the loading and unloading of any vessels, and put an entire stop to all manner 
of business at the port, parading the town in a hostile manner, and threatening 
and punishing such sailors as refused to join them. In order to assist the civil 
power in putting a stop to such illegal proceedings, two companies of the 15th 
Regiment marched from Glasgow for Greenock on Sunday morning, March 
7th ; and the same evening some of the inhabitants secured four of the ring- 
leaders, and delivered them over to the custody of the military, who were inN 
mediately surrounded by a vast number of the sailors, and most incessantly 
pelted with stones, bricks, &c The magistrates again used their utmost ef- 

« The following very extraordinary fact occurred this same year:— A young man, in the 
leafkring way, named Black, to appearance died of a high fever at Oreenock, upon Tuesday 
the 19th ult He requested, on his bed, that the coffin should not be nailed dose until his 
ftiends, at Dunoon, might see his corpse. His body was carried to Dunoon on Tbunday foL 
lowing i and while a sister of his was kissing the corpse, and taking the last fiirewell, to her 
surprise, as well as that of several spectators, he revived, called for a drink of water, which wai 
immediately given him, and he continues in Ufo and health ever since. 
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forto to prevail upon the mob to desist and disperse, bat wfthimt effeet» for they 
still continued thromog stones, bottles, &&, both at the magistrates and mili- 
tary, who were at last obliged, in their own defence, to fire, whereby two 
women were unluckily killed, and a man and a woman wounded. The mob 
then gare way, but assembled again in greater numbers, about nine o'clock, 
threatening to bum the houses of the magistrates, and the ships in the harbour, 
if the prisoners were not immediately delirered up to them, which was com- 
plied with. They were joined the next day by about two hundred sailors from 
Port- Glasgow; after which they were still more daring; added new articles 
to their proposals, and refused to accept oF their former demand. On this more 
military were applied for ; and two troops of dragoons had arrived to assist in 
<|uelling the mob ; but their assistance was unnecessary ; for, by the activity of 
the grenadiers and light infantry of the 15tb regiment, on Thursday, March 
12th, above forty of the rioters were secured. Upon examination, they were 
dismissed, excepting twenty-four, supposed to be the chief actors in the mob ; 
and, on Friday, the magistrates of Greenock, attended by the principal in- 
habitants, without any of the military, went out to such of the sailors, as kept 
in a body ; when the latter, observing that their behaviour was disagreeable to 
the townsmen, forthwith dispersed, and most of them returned to the respec- 
tive ships they belonged to." 

The Meal Mob, in 1785, showed much detennination, though 
on this occasion the female part of the community were the prin- 
cipal actors. 

Rather an unfavourable impression has been made on the minds 
of strangers, as to the coiTect morals of the inhabitants^ from 
the number of public-houses in our streets ; every third or fourth 
door, in many places, having to the name of the occupant this 
appendage — " licensed to deal in British and Foreign Spirits :** 
and the number of licenses annually granted for the town being, 
in 1825, 1228 — and in 1829, 1116. The decrease on the num- 
ber issued has arisen from tea and tobacco dealers having given 
up ; as, on the whole, those granted to beer and spirit retailers 
have increased.* 

How far the imputation is correct, it is difficult to say ; but 
if the lower orders did not give considerable encouragement to 
these places of resort, many of them would soon be abandoned. 

* The only other duties collected by the Excise are on the manuifactures of 
crystal, soap, &c. ; and these appear, in 1835, to have been, along with the 
licenses, £21,34S, and in 1839, £24,4^2. 
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It is a pleasing trait, however, in the ^charaeter of the iiAabi* 
tants, that a due reverence is paid to the Sabbath ; thoqgh pro«> 
bably this is not so much attended to as it was. Not many 
years ago it was impossible to walk the streets about nine o'clock, 
on the evening of that day, without hearing the ** sound of praise 
from kindred roof;'* and the herring vessels* laying at our quays 
sent forth a similar sound of worship at the same hour. 

The want of public works, or rather of cotton manufactories, 
has been much felt, as regards the rising generation. Boys are 
often found wandering about the streets and quays; and in many 
instances get into a careless, idle kind of life, which injures their 
future prospects. It is to be hoped that public works« through 
the means of the Shaws Water Company, will soon spring up 
amongst us, and give employment, not only to them, but also to 
delicate females, who are unable to work at a more laborious 
occupation. 

In common with most of the towns in this country, Greenock 
has a Saving Bank, where the poor are enabled to lay up their 
earnings, and keep them entire for some future emergency. By 
doing this, when sickness comes, they, are not altogether unpro- 
vided, and thereby much misery is prevented. If, in place of 
frequenting the public-house, the money to be spent was put 
aside in this way, our poor's rates would soon diminish, the 
comforts of the people would be bettered, and our nation's best 
defence, viz. the ordinary classes, would take their stand, as 
once they did, as the pride and glory of our country. 

It has been stated by many, that sea-port towns are unfavour- 
able for the encouragement of manufactures, except what merely 
belongs to the furnishing of ships and other stores connected 
with the sea. This assertion has been long exploded, and it 
only requires talent and enterprise to succeed as well here as 

* A very inadeqaate idea can now be formed of the number of these vessels 
wbieh frequented the port : on the 17th Jane, 1775, no less than 78 vessels left 
tke barbonr for tlie fishing. Immense shoals of herrings were taken betwixt 
Greenock and Ihunbarton, and at the mouth of the Gairlo^h. 
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nay other place. The principal mftnufltctures in the meantime^ 
bofweyer, are» in a great measure^ connected with the seafaring 
life. 

Among tho oldest eitaUishments is the ropeoworfc possessed 
hy the Mesurs* Ramsay, near the old battery. It wad began bj 
Bobert Donald in 1725, and was in different hands till pur-* 
phased by its present possessors. Besides this, there is a yari* 
ety of works, where excellent ropes of all kinds aie manafec* 
tared. There is the Gourock Rope^-work Co., as also Messrs. 
Qaintin Leitch Sc Co., Messrs. M'Nab & Co., and some smaller 
works. 

In connection with these, Messrs. Ramsay, and M*Nab & Co. 
manufacture sail-cbth ; the lsU;ter of whom have erected a large 
mill for this purpose on one of the falb of the Shawa Water. 
The appearance of this building from the water near GammelFs 
Point (formerly known as Ganrel Point) is very interesting. 

Ship-building, from an early period, has been carried on with 
great success ; but previous to the breaking out of the American 
war, almost all the large vessels belonging to the Clyde were 
)>uilt in America. Peter Love was the first in Greenock who 
built a square-rigged vessel ; this took place in 17M : she was 
launched hear the spot where Messrs. John Maclellan & Co.'s 
couatinghouse is situated. Walter M*Kirdy built the next, the 
same year : she was launched from the shore at the bottom of 
Qiarles-street. Both of these vessels went to the West Indies. 
Shortly after, John Scott (father to the present Mr. Seott) built 
A large yesi^d for the town of Hull, most of the timber for build- 
ing which was got from Hamilton . The building-yard of Messrs. 
jScott & Sons is allowed to be the most complete in Britain, ex- 
cepting those which belong to the Crown. It has a fine extent 
of front from West Quay to the termination of West Bum, and 
has a large dry dock, which was altered lately to the plan of the 
new dock. AU the stores and different lofts are entirely walled 
in ; and, independent of the building premises, they have an 
extensive manufactory of chain cables. The number of vessels 
launched from this place has been very great ; but the largest 

M 
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ever built here, or in Scotland, was the Caledonian, of 65(f 
tons, in 1794, for the purpose of supplying the Royal Navy with 
masts, &c. 

Messrs. Steele and Carsewell began business at the Bay of 
Quick (formerly known as the Bay of Wick) in 1796. The first 
vessel built by them was the Clyde, commanded by the late 
Quintm Leitch. Mr. Carsewell took a branch of this business 
to Port-Glasgow, where he died in 1815, at which time the part- 
nership was dissolved. During this copartnery they built 24 
square-rigged vessels, and 11 fore-and-aft-rigged vessels. One 
of the former class was the Bengal ; which vessel was launched 
in Feb. 1815, and was the first vessel built in Scotland for the 
East India trade. Messrs. Robert Steele & Co. entered the pre- 
sent premises* at the east of the town in 1816, and have built 
30 square-rigged vessels, and 14 fore-and-aft-rigged vessels. 
In April, 1826, they launched the United Kingdom, which is the 
largest and most splendid steam-vessel built in this country. 

Messrs. R. & A. Carsewell commenced in 1816, at the Bay of 
Quick. The first square-rigged vessel built by them was the 
brig Maria ; and the largest launched there was the Clydesdale, 
of 584 tons. 

Messrs. William Simons & Co. began in 1817, (near to R. 
Steele & Co.) The first vessel built by them was the brig Chris- 
tiana ; and the largest the ship Madras, of 550 tons. Since the 
time they commenced, they have built 13 square-rigged vessels, 
3 large steam-boats, and 5 fore-and-aft-rigged vessels. The 
whole tonnage of these vessels, British measurement, amounts to 
5,220. 

Messrs. McMillan & Hunter's building-yard is situated still 
nearer the west. They lately built the brig Borealis. 

Boat-building used to be carried on along with the other 

^. In tlie same place, aboat fifty yean ago, a Mr. Halliday had a building- 
yard, and was succeeded by Alexander M*Kechnie ; and DaTid Porter an4 
Mr. Morgan, Alexander M< Arthur and Mr. Munn had a building-place near 
the West Church ; and, long prior to them, was Duncan Smith's building-yard 
at the Rue-end; 
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bfauches ; but, for a number of years back, has been almost a 
separate branch. The boats of Mr. Thomas Niccol have been 
long famed ; and the most of those which have won the prizes, 
during the regatta races, have been built by him. Mr. Niccol 
gives an accurate idea of the number of boats he has built, by 
mentioning, that they would now reach about 24 miles in length. 
—Mr. Nicol M'Mcol also carries on the same business with much 
success, and builds excellent boats. 

Another prominent branch of our manufactures, is sugar re- 
fining. This has been carried on with great success. The chief 
markets are Ireland, North America, and the Mediterranean. 
The situation of Greenock b peculiarly calculated for this busi- 
ness ; the raw material being brought to the door direct. — The 
following are the different houses employed, or that have been 
employed, in this trade : — 

The first sugarhouse built in Greenock stands at the foot of 
Sugarhouse-lane. It was built about the year 1766, by Mr. 
Mark Kuhll,* for a company, of whom a part were gentlemen 
in Glasgow, and was an extensive undertaking for the time. It 
was enlarged in 1798, and is now the property of James Ather- 
ton, Esq., Liverpool. 

The second sugarhouse was built, or rather a good substan- 
tial dwelling-house was altered to a sugarhouse, at the head of 
Sugarhouse-lane, in the year 1788. The paxtners were all of 
Greenock. This house was also for two pans, and afterwards 
greatly enlarged, after being burned in the years 1793 and 1795. 
It is now the property of Messrs. M*Leish, Kayser, & Co. 

The third sugarhouse was built in 1802, in Bogle-street, by 
Messrs. Robert Macfie & Sons, for two pans. Enlarged to 
three pans in 1810. 

Fourth sugarhouse — Built at Crawfordsdyke Bridge in 1809, 
by Messrs. James Fairrie & Co., and latterly greatly enlarged. 

* The late John Gardner, sugar sampler, was bound apprentice to Mr. 
K.uhll for twenty-one years, fourteen of which he served, when he ran away 
from his bondage. Mr. K. used to say that he knew nothing of his business 
after this servitude ; so great was the mystery in sugar refining at this period. 
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Fifth— Glebe Sugarhouse, built in 1811 or 1812; lor two pans. 
Ealai^ed, and now the ptoporty of Williatii Leitch St Co. 
. Sixth— Aiigas^ Baldentoa&Co* built their Bugarhoube near the 
High Bridge, in 1896. 

Seveiith--taak«f » Young & Co« built their iwgarhouse, ail §if a- 
ated on the last fall of the Shawd Water^ eait, in 1829. 

James Fairrie & Co^ Ant altered their sugai^onse to work on 
Howard's steam patent principle in 1819 i and was the first in 
Scotland, ahd the second patent sugarhonse out of Lottdon. 
Since then, all the sugarhonses in Greenock haTe been adi^yted 
to the patent process. 

The straw-hat making has been carried on successfully in 
town, fctf a considerable time^ by Messrs. James & Andrew 
Muir : and they have done much good in employii^ the young 
girls, and giving them habits of industry | wlnle, by this means, 
the femfUe part of the community have been often enabled to 
provide for aged parents, to assist poorer relations, and also to 
appear clean and genteelly dressed. Greenock is under deqp 
obligations to these enterprising individuals ; and the extent of 
the good they have done cannot be fully known. They com- 
menced the manufacture of straw-hats in I8O84 The pipe«strsw 
was sent from Bedfordriiire to Orkney, where it was plaited ; then 
dent to Greenock^ and made into hats< This manufacture they 
still continue ; and, in addition to which, they^ in 1823, began 
the manufacture of Leghorn hatd from rye-straw. In the follow->- 
ing year they received from the Society of Arts, &c., Adelphi^ 
London^ ** Uieir mlver Geres-nedal for spedmens of plait in 
imiution of L^hom ;" III 18a8> '^ their large fiilVer medal ;" 
on 13th March, 1827^ «' th«r large silver medal, or twenty 
guineas at their option, for hats of rye-straw ih imitation of Leg- 
horn ; and on the 19th May, same year, *' their silver medal, or 
ten guineas at their option, for plait fit>m British materials.'^ tn 
1826, the Highland Society of Scotland voted them a silver 
medal, richly oniamei^d, and having in the centre the follow- 
ing inscription, in testimony of their approval of their exertions 
in the manufacture of Leghorn fdait and.bonnela i-**^ 
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From the Higbland Society of Scotland, 

Adjudged to 

Messrs. James & Andri^tv^ Mvitc, 

Merchants in Greenock, 

For having produced to the iSodety, 

of their own manufacture, 

'Th6 belst specimens of Plait and Bonnets, 

Made finom Straw grown in Scotland, 

And affording the closest imitation of the 

Leghorn BoNNEts. 

1826. 

' On 10th Dec. lB2d, thd Secretary of the Board of Trusteeiy 
wrote them as follows : — ** I have it now in my power to inform 
you, that yon are allowed £26 ; being the premium of £14 
offered fbr Article 91, and an extra premium of £14 added, on 
account of the extraordinary lieauty and excellence of the tnanii- 
fketure. (Signed) '' Wm. Arbuthnot."* 

Hie nulkiber of workers employed at the commencement was 
small ; but it has annually increased, and may now be reckoned, 
in Orkney, at about 2000, and in Greenock, at from 200 to 300. 

In 1824, they invented light elastic water-proof silk hats on 

Leghorn bodies, which, for durability, lightness and elasticity, 
— - ■ -^ - 
« Twi» «f tiM bait pr«dttced In Artide SI wcrvthtaiiMltlifey lurr«rfbt4», 
aD4 bfitf attacb^ t9 Umm tiM fffllfwlBf atetnuMt :->* 

PartkulMaof MlMlitfriMtt'sB«(N PaftlonliBrt oT tin> Bokmett la A«u 

n«t, ooctnusted from th« FaniMr'* tide 81^ far conptliaon bdSnn 

Journal : the Board of Trostees : 

Plaii, ll&l yards. Plait 164yard8. ' 

Tiiinilii88^..288,OO0 mirtiitt|t*»-414^79(» 
. $UIcM>.m886,(XN> 8tllGh«a,...«410,l00 
Rows in an inch, 9 2*7fth<. Rtfwe ia aa iacbf 10. 
Sold for 100 dollars. 
By Turnings, is meant the number of straws in the edge of the plait ; the 
;SI(at6Atf»aretlieaatiiciiiiig8'takeaotfby thetfarasd. 
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surpass any manufacture of silk bats that has yet been produced. 
These hats have met very general approbation, and have been 
found well adapted for warm climates. 

Manufactories for silk and felt hats are carried on to a con- 
siderable extent by A. & H. Patten, as also Blackadder & Orr. 
The articles produced by them and Messrs. Muir are considered 
equal to the finest English manufacture, and have even com- 
manded a preference in the foreign market. 

The Clyde Pottery Co. was begun in 1816. They manufac- 
ture all kinds of goods, from the commonest to the finest tea and 
breakfast services. In connection with this, a mill was erected 
above Cartsdyke, for the purpose of grinding flints, &c., and 
they generally employ about seventy persons. 

The Flint Glass-works were commenced about nearly the same 
period, and manufacture every description of crystal-woi^, both 
plain and fancy, which is considered equal in quality to any 
thing done in Britain. They, as well as the Pottery, have an 
extensive foreign as well as home trade ; and the latter supply 
every principal town in the country. 

A most important branch, though but recently established 
here, is that of the manufacture of steam-engines, &c. Messrs. 
Scott, Sinclair & Co.'s is situated nour Cartsburn House, and 
occupies a large space of ground : indeed, this work is considered 
as complete as any in the kingdom, and to the visitor has an in- 
teresting appearance. This work was first commenced by Bur- 
row & Lawson, as a foundry, in 1791. It was bought by Wm. 
Brownlie in 1796 or 1797> and continued in bis possession as 
such, tin purchased by the present proprietors in 1825. In the 
short period which has elapsed, they hsuiw manufactured some 
splendid engines ; and, what is more to be looked to than the 
appearance, they have wrought well. They have in hands 
the largest engine ever made, which is to consist of 200 horses' 
power, and is intended for a vessel building at Bristol. The 
number of men employed amount to about 220, while the weekly 
distribution of wages is £180. 

A little farther east is a similar work, belonging to Messrs. 
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Caird & Co. It was first begun as a foundry in 1809, and 
extended for the purpose of manufacturing machinery in 1826. 
This work is on almost a similar style of magnificence to the 
other, wrhile the engines which have been made here are nothing 
inferior. They employ about 200 men ; and consequently the 
amount of wages paid weekly cannot be far behind. To the 
stranger who has it in his power to visit these works, we can hardly 
imagine a finer treat. Every operation for producing that nobl^ 
engine, which has done so much for this country, can be seen in 
a short time ; from the most minute, up to the prodigious boiler, 
which gives life and animation to the whole. Two of the most 
splendid monuments which Greenock can ever rear to the memory 
of our illustrious townsman, James Watt, have been already 
completed; and no where can his unrivalled skill be seen to 
greater advantage than in the places now alluded to, which 
must have been the boyish haunt of those early days, when his 
mighty genius was breathing itself into existence. 

There is an extensive Brewery* in Cartsdyke, possessed by 
Mr. James Watt, (it originally belonged to a Mr. Knox,) which 
is carried on to a great extent. There is also another brewery 
on a smaller scale, carried on by Messrs. M'Farlane & Rodger. 
The first brewery ever dieted in Greenock was opposite Mr. 
Scott's building-yard ; and here the inhabitants used to brew the 
beverage which, from the malt-tax imposed on every sack of 
malt, gave rise to our quays, and consequently to our present 
importance. Many a one has wondered how such a revenue 
could be produced at the early period of 1707, when the inhabi- 
tants were so limited ; but this will cease to be a wonder, when 
we consider that little ardent spirits were then used, and ale was 
considered as almost an essential necessary of life. Our fore- 
fathers, in those days, discussed our burgh politics over this 
healthy but exhilarating draught ; and, having parted froni each 

* The fint private brewery in Greenock wai at the head of Sagarhonae-lane, 
nearly opposite Messrs. M<Leish & Kayser's sngarhouse. It was begun by 
Samuel Taylor, but has been latterly employed as a soap- work, a barm -work, 
and lastly as a bake-house. 
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{>iber with ati the kindjioess of meighboiirs, they, like hooesi 
Bonifai3e> baviqg '' talked ov^r their ak$/' retired io peape to 
*' sleep over their ale»" 

It waa not till of late years that Greenock possessed a distil- 
lery. The first that oommenced i^as close by Mr, HilFs miUj 
another was begun near to the low west bridge ; while another 
was caiiied on in Charles-street^ But th^ most considerable was 
that erected in 1824^ at the head of Tobago-ptreet^ by John Df^- 
niBtonn« This is allowed tQ be a eomplete work, while the spiijt 
which has been prpduped has b^en propouneed of an e^cell^nt 
quality* About twelve months ago the Shaws water was iAtro- 
duced into the work* and has greatly improved the Havonr of the 
spirit* Some idea may be formed of the eitept of business, from 
(the fact of upwards of £7000 being paid for duties annufdly. 

Besides the mill* for grinding com which is possessed by Mr, 
NHU Bfr. Thomas Fairrie has also an e^teosiye building of the 
same kind, for the twofold purposes of grinding wheat and oats. 
Previous to the opening of the Shaws water, a^d ip be ready for 
the firf t falling pf thia stream, the bakers of Greenock eif^cted a 
mill for grinding their own flour. This was the first erei^tion ^er 
begun on this extensive undertaking ; and to this spirited body 
the inhabitants are under deep oh|^tions« for having set ^ 
laudable example of encouraging a company, whose futnrci use*- 
fulness to the community at large ^an be but veiy inadeqiiati^ 
appreciated. 

Independent of the manufactures alluded to, Greenock pos- 
jsesses ^ bottle-work ; a chain cable-work ; the extensive taur 
works of Messrs. Park and Mr. Marshall ; two soap and candle 
works; the steam saw-mill; brass foundries: sail-lofts; and, 
among other apothecary halls, there is that of Mr, D. Brown, 
4n Jlamilton-street, where various chemical preparations, of writ- 

' I I I I ■ ^ — ■ ■ ■ I ^ ■ ■ ". ■ I II n ■ a ■ 

* The first erection of this kind in Greenock, was the wind-mill which stood 
on the site of the late Mr, George Robertson's house. The old cottQa«>iQiO, 
above Cwtsdyke, was altered to a flourrmill, while one for grinding com is in 
the immediate neighbourhood. A place was also erected here for manufactur- 
ing of malleable iron from old scraps, &c. 
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ing and durable inks, &c., have been most successfully car- 
ried on. A responsible person is kept here for the making up 
of medicines, the same as in Glasgow, Edinburgh, and London. 
The Messrs. Macfie, Lindsay & Co., have of late brought into 
great perfection the preservation of salmon, in a fresh state, 
capable of being kept for years, and in every climate. 

We had almost omitted to mention the existence of a business, 
which has been one of the earliest, and those engaged in which 
have done much good, in consequence of the number of men 
employed. We mean the coopers of Greenock, who carry on a 
most extensive trade, both in the foreign and home market ; in- 
pendent of those who make barrels for curing herrings, and are 
in some degree connected with the fishing. The most extensive 
are Messrs. John BuchlaLnah & Co. ; Messrs. Baine ; Mr. Robert 
Glass ; Mr. William Chisholm ; Messrs. Abram Lyle & Co, ; 
Mr. Robert Jamieson, and others. All the wine merchants have 
cooperages attached to their premises. 

Printing, which was invented in 1430, and has done so much 
good in diffusing knowledge, was, till of late years, carried on 
here almost entirely in hand -bills, jobbing, &c. It was not till 
1765 that any printer domiciled amongst us. This was a Mr. 
Macalpine, who was hl^ihe first bookseller. In 1802 the 
" Clyde Commercial list'* was begun, and is still carried on 
by Mr. William Johnston. It is printed every Tuesday, Thurs- 
day, and Saturday. The same year the " Greenock Adver- 
tiser" was begun, and was printed by J. Chalmers & Co. In 
1817 the " Greenock Herald" was commenced by Mr. Men- 
nons; but was discontinued, or rather merged into the ** Adver- 
tiser," when' Mr. Mennohs became the proprietor in 1819. It 
is published every Tuesday and Friday- In 1827, when the 
rage for cheap papers was abroad, and when attempts were 
made to evade the stamp, by printing them once a- week under 
four different namei^ Greenock became possessed of one of these, 
under the name of the " Independent," &c., but it was soon 
discontinued. Immediately after, another paper was begun, 
entitled the ** Greenock Iris ;" but, like its own name, became 

N 
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invisible in a few weeks. Mr. William Scott, late bookseller, who 
was also a printer, was the first who printed a book here : this 
was " Hutcheson's Dissertation," in 1810; "Fisher's Cate- 
chism," in 1812 ; and two editions of " Hervey's Meditations," 
in 1813 and 1816. Mr. Mennons has since produced a number 
of elegant volumes. The first book printed by him was the 
** Literary Coronal," in 1821, which has been continued ; and 
been followed by many other works, original and selected, all of 
which have been well received by the public. 

Many of the manufactures which we have had occasion to 
mention are but of recent date. And though Greenock may be 
said to be chiefly dependent on her shipping, yet she cannot be 
too soon considered less so, and more dependent on her own 
resources ; while, at the same time, it will make the shipping as 
much obligated in entering the port as we can be to them. Our 
sugarhouses, for instance, employ an immense tonnage in carry- 
ing the raw and refined material. It is in consequence of liver- 
pool being, as it were, the centre of an extensive manufacturing 
district, that she has risen to her present height of prosperity. 
It will be long ere we can attempt to rival this thriving city ; 
but capital, skill, and enterprise, connected with the powerful 
aid of the Shaws water, will accomp^(i more, and in less time, 
than many imagine. This work is going on slowly, but surely ; 
and has accomplished a great deal in the short period that has 
elapsed since its completion. From it the town and public 
works can have an excellent supply of water ; the pipes being 
laid along our streets and lanes to both extremities of the town, 
as well as through the policy. Before proceeding further, it 
may be as well to give some account of a work which has been 
the admiration of some of the most scientific men of the age. 

The deficiency of water had been long a subject of complaint 
in Greenock ; and, in dry seasons, it had to be carted for the 
supply of the inhabitants from a considerable distance. Many 
attempts were made with the desire of remedying this ; but until 
the establishment of the Shaws Water Co., nothing of impor- 
tance was effected. Mr. Rennie made a survey, and increased 
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the supply a little, by erecting a small reservoir near the town ; 
but it was usually exhausted by two or three weeks of dry 
weather. About forty years ago, the late Mr. Watt, accompa- 
nied by the late Mr. George Robertson i also walked over the 
whole neighbouring grounds, and gave it as his opinion, that 
nothing could be done but by small reservoirs, such as that 
afterwards made by Mr. Rennie. It appeared to Mr. Thorn* of 
Rothsay , however, that by turning the source of the Shaws water 
and other streams in the hills behind, and constructing reservoirs 
and aqueducts, the town might be plentifully supplied with wa- 
ter; but the attempt was by many, pronounced impracticable, 
without raising it over the hills by force of steam. In 1824 he 
prepared a report, in which he stated it not only practicable to 



** In justice to a public-spirited gentlemau, it may be proper here to mention 
certain circumstances in connection with the origin of the undertaking. 

<< In 1820, when coursing together in Bute, and passing some of the aque- 
ducts, Mr. George Robertson mentioned to Mr. Thorn the great scarcity of 
water in Greenock, and asked if he thought a supply could be procured for it 
in the same way he bad obtained the supply for Rothsay Mills. Mr. Thorn 
replied that he had no doubt but something in that way might be done ; and 
asked Mr. Robertson respecting the various streams in the vicinity of Green- 
ock. Mr. Robertson explained as to these ; and mentioned particularly the 
Shaws Water, and its localities : from which Mr. Thorn inferred that this 
stream might be carried to Greenock, and said so to Mr. Robertson at the time. 

'* Mr. Robertson having mentioned this to some of his friends, and particu- 
larly to Sir M. S. Stewart, Mr. Thom was applied to in 1821 to inspect the 
grounds and streams in the vicinity of Greenock, to ascertain the practicability 
of procuring the necessary supply. But Mr. Thom, being much occupied by 
the water and other operations at Rothsay mills, could not then afford the 
necessary time ; on which account some other engineers were employed, who 
reported that the scheme was impracticable. Early in 1824 Mr. Thom was 
again applied to ; and the operations at Rothsay mills being ^lien brought 
near a close, he made the survey accordingly, and gave in a Report. Un- 
til Mr. Thom had finished this survey, however, no one had the least idea 
of any thing beyond an ordinary supply for Greenock, save Mr. Robertson ; 
but on the first day' of this survey Mr; Thom communicated to him, confident- 
iially, what was likely to be' the result of their first conversation on this sub- 
ject. When, therefore, the Report appeared, every one was taken by surprise i 
some were equally astonished and delighted with the prospect ; but most were 
disposed to treat it as a dream. The result is now well known. ^ 
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procure a supply &uffioteiitfor the use of the inhabitants, but 
also to impel machinery, to an extent at least equal to what is 
impelled by steam in a^d about Glasgow. In consequence of 
this, a compai}jy^ Mfi^ immediately formed, and incorporated by 
act of parliament, under the name of ** The Shaws Water Com- 
pany," with a capital of £31,000 Sterling. 

For the informatipn of those at a distance, as also of others 
interested, we subjoin a plan of the whole. The description 
which iioif follows, showing the present state of the works, and 
their capability of further extension, is from a pamphlet entitled 
** Account of Shaws Water," &c. 

<* The compensation resenroir, the auxiliary reservoir No. S, the main aqae- 
dact, (something more than six miles in length,) and the eastern line of mill 
leads, were finished early in April 1827, and on the 16th day of that month the 
water, from the great reservoir, was brought along the aqueduct, and down 
this eastern line to the Baker's Mill> which has ever since been supplied at 
the rate of twelve hundred ouhic feet per minute for tweLve hours ip the day» 
agreeably to the regulations. Other three mill sites baire alsoltef«fiBuedo« 
this line, and the necessary erections are in aconsiderthltstateof forwardneiB. 

" The embankment of the great reservoir, which is 60 ^eet high fcom the 
bottom of the rivulet, is now finished. 

** This reservoir contains two hundred and eighty-four miUiom^ aiat handoed 
and seventy-eight thousand, five hundred and fifty (284,678,550) cubic feet of 
water ; and covers two hundred and ninety-four and three-fourths imperial 
acres of land. 

« The compensation reservoir eontalns fourteen millions, four hundred and^ 
sixty-five thousand, eight hundred and ninety-eight (14,465,898) cubic feet of 
water, and covers about forty imperial acres. Its embankment is 23 feet high 
from the bottom of the rivulet. 

« The auxiliary reservoir, No. 3, contains four miUions, six hundred and 
fifty-two thousand, seven hundred and seventy-five (4,652,775) cubic feet of 
water ; and covers about ten imperial acres. 

*< The other auxiliary reservoirs, Nos. 1, 2, 4, 5, and 6, are now about to be 
formed, and will contain something more than six millions cubic feet of water. 

« Thus, the reservoirs already formed contain three hundred and three mil- 
lions, seven hundred and ninety-seven thousand, two hundred and twenty- 
three (308,797,228) cubic feet ; and when the other five auxiliary reservoirs 
are finished, the whole wiXL contain above three hundred and ten millions 
(810,000,000) cubic feet of water. 

'< The whole annual supply, originally esUmated, was six hundred miUions 
(600,000,000) cubic feet. The Company have stipulated to supply the ea«t line . 
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of mills with twelve hundred (1200) cubic feet per minute^ for three hundred 
and ten days (of twelve hours each) in the year; and it ie intended to give an 
equal supply to the west line: This will amount to five hundred and thirty- 
fiye millions, six hundred and ei|^hty thousand (685,680,000) cubic feet annu- 
ally. Talcing the population of Greenock at 25,000, and allowing for each in- 
dividual two cubic feet a-day, this will require eighteen millions, two hundred 
and fifty thousand cubic feet anndally ; which l^ves, of the original six hun- 
dred millions, forty-five millions, seventy thousand (45,070,000) cubic feet an- 
nually, for the public works and other purposes. 

« The available drainage into the various reservoirs now formed, is above 
seven hundred millions of cubic feet annually ; and it will be observed that the 
reservoirs are capable of containing a full supply for the whole consumpt for 
moreihan six months ; so that not only the surplus waters of one wet season 
may be retained for supplying the dry season of the tame year, but the surplus 
4>f several wet years stored up to supply a drought of several years duration, 
should such ever occur.— ^ny doubt qfaJuU mppiy of water f at aU times and m 
all seasons, to an extent much beyond what has been stipulaled for by the Cornpany, 
is altogether out of the question. 

** The water for the supply of the inhabitants, sugar works, and others requir- 
ing pure water, is collected into reservoirs, set apart for that purpose, and as little 
as may be of moss water admitted into them. A separate aqueduct has also 
been made to carry this water to the filters, just above the town, where a basin 
has also been made, large enough to contain something more than a day*s sup- 
ply of the filtered water. This aqueduct, which is fully fifteen inches square, 
is perfectly water-tight ; being formed with stone, nicely joined and cemented ; 
and costs something less than one-third the price of a cast iron pipe of equal 
capacity. Wherever the pressure is not great, such a conduit is preferable to 
an iron pipe ; as the water, by passing over stone, is rather improved than in- 
jured, which is not the case with iron. In this aqueduct, (which is deep 
enough in the earth to avoid the frost of winter and the heat of summer,) cess 
pools are formed for the deposit of sediment ; it being desirable that the water 
should be as pure as the nature of things will permit before it enters the 
filters. 

Three filters are now formed : each is fifty feet long, twelve wide, and eight 
deep. The water is made to percolate through them, either upwards or down- 
wards, at pleasure. When it percolates downwards, and the supply of filtered 
water becomes sensibly less— which, after some time, most happen to every 
filter, by the lodgement of sediment— then, by shutting one sluice, and opening 
another, the water is made to pass upwards with considerable force, and, car- 
rying the sediment along with it, falls into a waste drain made for that pur- 
pose. When the lodged sediment is thus removed, and the water begins to run 
clear, the direction of the sluices is again changed, and the filter operates as 
before. 

** If the water usually percolates upwards, then^ as before, when the quan- 
tity of filtered water falls short, one sluice is shut and another opened, and the 
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water, passing downwards with considerable force, carries the sediment along 
with it into the waste drain. In either case the sediment is removed, and the 
filter again at worls in less tlian an hour. This much sought for desideratum 
in filters has, therefore, at last been found; and Greenock is now supplied 
with abundance of pure water, at the very low rate of 6d. the pound of rental, 
being only half the price paid in Edinburgh and Glasgow. 

" The water is carried, by an aqueduct, ("rom the river and reservoirs, to a 
populous sea-port town, with a redundant unemployed ^population, where 
roads, harbours, piers, and every thing requisite for the most extensive trade 
and' manufacture, are already formed. Besides, by thus forming artificial 
waterfalls on advantageous grounds, every inch of fall, from the river or reser- 
voir to the sea, is thus rendered available. In the present case a fall of 512 
feet has been made available, of which not more than 80 was formerly occupied, 
or thought capable of being usefully employed. But, besides the immense 
advantage thus gained by increasing the fall, a still greater advantage is obtained 
from the greatly increased, and perfectly uniform, supply of water. 

*' It has already been stated, that the reservoirs have been made so capacious 
as to contain a full supply, for the whole works, for six months ; which enables 
the surplus of wet years to be retained to supply the deficiency of those that are 
dry : and it will be seen, by the following description, that these reservoirs, 
aqueducts, basins, and self-acting sluices, turn to account every drop of water 
that flows from the whole drainage, during^ even the greatest floods ; whereas, 
by former plans, a very large portion of these floods was allowed to run waste- 
fiiUy to the sea." 

The various self-acting sluices, which are nine in number, 
have been all contrived or invented by the ingenious Mr. Thom, 
Civil Engineer, Rothsay. All we can do is merely to notice, by 
naming the various sluices, and referring for farther particulars 
to the pamphlet already alluded to. Those who have had an 
opportunity of seeing them in operation, must admire the sim- 
plicity and ease with which this immense body of water is regu- 
lated. Many may still remember the devastation which was 
caused by the bursting of the dam above Cartsdyke, on the 15th 
March, 1815, when the stream, in its resistless course, carried 
every thing before it, till it almost flooded the whole of Carts- 
dyke. Here this cannot occur; for the body of water is so kept 
in check, through the various self-acting sluices, that during the 
stormiest night, and should the/' rains fall as it were their last," 
in silence and loneliness they would act on, with that safety and 
precision, which gives security to the district where the various 
embankments have been made. 
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<' The I^ever Sluice.— This apparatus, when placed on a reservoir that 
supplies any canal, mill, or other work with water, (where the aqueduct be- 
tween the reservdir and such work is on a level,) will always open of its own 
accord, and let down the quantity of water wanted by such work, and no 
more; so that it not only supersedes a water-man, but also saves a great deal 
of water. 

" The Waster Sluice.— litis sluice, when placed upon the embankment of 
any river, canal, reservoir, or collection of water, prevents the water within 
the embankment from rising above the height we choose to assign to it ; for 
whenever it rises to that height, the sluice opens and passes the extra water ; 
and whenever that extra water is passed, it shuts again, so that, while it saves 
the banks at all times from overflow, it never wastes any water we wish to 
retain. 

** The Double Valve Sluice.— This apparatus answers the same purpose 
as the lever sluice, but is more applicable in cases where the reservoir is deep, 
and the embankment consequently large. It also acts as a water-sluice, by 
opening and passing the extra water whenever it passes in the reservoir the 
least above the height assigned, and thereby supersedes a bye-lead. 

*' In making hydraulic experiments, it will also be found of considerable 
importance ; as, by keeping the surface of the water in the cistern, from which 
we draw water for the experiments, always exactly at the same height, it not 
only saves intricate calculations, but renders the result, upon the whole, more 
correct. 

<' The Single Valve Sluice. — The construction of this apparatus is, in 
some respects, similar to the double valve sluice ; but its application is to situa- 
tions where the reservoir is on high grounds, and where the water has to pass 
down a declivity before it is applied as a power to the mills. 

« The Chain Sluice. — This apparatus answers exactly the same purpose as 
the last ; only the construction is different. 

« The Double Weather Sluices.- This apparatus is so iifir similar to the 
last described ; but it has a double operation, the sluices first opening, one after 
another, as the streams increase, until they reach a given height ; and then 
shutting, one after another, as they continue to rise above that height. Again, 
when the streams begin to fall, the sluices open, one after another, until they 
(the streams) fall to a certain point; and then again shut, one after another, as 
they continue to fall below that point : the same continuous rise in the streams 
first opening, and then shutting, all these sluices in succession ; and, in like 
manner, the same continuous /a2^ first opening, and then shutting, them in 
succession. 

<' The Single Weather Sluice.— One of the purposes to which this appa- 
ratus is applicable, is to regulate the supply of water between a reservoir and 
mill, or other works, where the former is at a great distance from, and high 
above, the latter ; where several streams fall into the aqueduct between them ; 
and where the adoption of apparatus might be considered too expensive. But 
it may also be applied to several other useful purposes, as will readily occur to 
such as may have occasion to adopt it." 
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Before leaving the subject, we have only to remark, that to 
Mr. Thorn Greenock is under a debt of gratitude. This enter- 
prising, and, we may say, highly talented individual, has changed 
as it were the face of nature ; and where a comparatively bar- 
ren hill reared its head, life, animation, and cultivation are to be 
seen. For ages the stream sought a different channel, and 
poured itself into the Clyde near Ardgowan . In the short period 
of two years its course was entirely changed ; a little lake formed 
between the hills ; and the various streams which form this 
''.Caspian" are brought along the brow of the hill, till they 
reach Everton, and from thence run off as circumstances may 
require. All this has been done by a gentleman at once modest 
and intelligent ; but to allude to his talents, we have only to 
point to the Shaws Water, which will make his name remembered 
while the stream itself continues to exist. 

In conclusion, we copy from the ** Greenock Advertiser," of 
the 17th April, 1827, the following interesting account of the 
opening of the Shaws Water Aqueduct, which took place on the 
previous day : — 

<< The 16th of April, 1827, will long remain a memorable day in the annals 
of Greenock. Rapid as was its advance from the obscmrity of a fishing village 
to the consideration which belongs to the first sea-port in Scotland, we trust it 
is destined from this day to exhibit a still more rapid progress as a mannfiictar- 
ing town, for which it has acquired facilities it did not before possess— and, we 
may add, which no place in the United Kingdom now possesses in the same 
eminent degree. 

** To form an immense artificial lake, in the bosom of the neighbouring 
alpine regions, and lead its liquid treasure along the mountain summits, at an 
elevation of more than 500 feet above the level of the sea, till, in the immediate 
vicinity of the town, it should be made to pour down a resistless torrent, in 
successive falls, for the impelling of machinery to a vast extent — this, in a few 
words, was the magnificent conception of Mr. Thom ; and never,'probably, did 
the first trial of so novel and extensive an undertaking demonstrate its capabi- 
lity and entire adaptation to its purpose, or excite such unalloyed and universal 
gratification. 

« By the activity of Mr. James Thom, the engineer of the Shaws Waier 
Company, all the preparations were completed, to admit of the water flowing 
from the great reservoir the whole length of the aqueduct, a distance of 6}^ 
miles; and yesterday, precisely at a quarter to twelve, the sluices were raised 
by our Chief Magistrate, William Leitch, Esq., who immediately thereafter 
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entered a bo»t prepared for the purposei gtMy decorated with flagi, and wat 
floated along on the first tide of the stream in its new and artificial channel. 
The spectacle of a yessd skirting the moantain's brow, and tracking the 
ainaosfties of the aiplne cfaain at so great an elevation, seemed the realization 
of a dfekta of tbe wildest fancy ; and the course of the boat was followed by 
crowds of delighted spectators. It arriyed at Eyerton, in the vicinity of the 
town, exactly at a quarter to three, where it was receiyed with cheers and a 
salute of cannon. The water was then allowed to flow into the regulating 
basio for three quarters of an hour. It is at this point that the stream takea 
its descending course ; and a sufficiency of water having been poured into the 
basin, at half-past three the sluice was opened by Sir Michael Shaw Stewart, 
and the torrent bounded down each successive fall, and rolled along the alter- 
nate levels, with fearful activity. It was at this juncture that the scene be- 
came one of the most interesting and animated description. The spectators, 
who amounted to several thousands^ but who had previously been scattered 
irregularly over a considerable extent of the aqueduct line, now became more 
condensed, and moved onwards as if In procession, Ibllowing the march of the 
stream. In the appearance of the aqueduct a complete change had now taken 
place : what, a few minutes before, was a dry and unmeaning channel, exhi- 
bited now an impetuous torrent ; by turns a cascade sending up clouds of 
spray, and a swift n^iing current seeking its unquiet course towards the Clyde, 
whose ample waters lay far beneath. Arriving at length at one of the lowest 
fails, on which the new Flour Mills belonging to the Society of Bakers have 
been erected, the Shaws Water no longer disported itself idly and in vain. 
The dizzying wheel was set in motion, with the fine machinery of the mills, 
and added new life to the scene. A discharge of cannon announced this event 
also. The mills and granary are on an extensive scaler and the former are 
driven by a water power equal to 28 horses. The machinery, which has been 
constructed by Mr. John Wood, engineer, is remarkably fine, and by compe- 
tent judges is pronounced inferior to nothing of the kind in Scotland. At half- 
past four, the Shaws Water, whidv for ages had discharged itself into the Clyde 
at Innerkip, now terminated its easterly course in the river above this town. 

« In conclusion, we cannot help remarking, as a most singular circumstance, 
that the birth-place of Watt should have become the theatre for exhibiting the 
earliest practi^l demonstrations, on an extensive scale, of a great mechanical 
power, rivalling the utility of his own y and been the means of adding another 
name to the bright record of ingenious men^ who have proved at once the bene- 
factors of their country and of mankind." 

The walks about the place are unequalled in the vicinity of 
any other town in Europe, and they may be had of any length. 
The traveller may have monntain saunterings or level rides in 
different directions, and without almost ever losing sight of at least 
some peep of the beautiful and picturesque scenery of the Clyde. 

O 



Although from no point in the neighbourhood can the stranger 
be disappointed of a charming prospect, perhaps the best is from 
the bank of the Shaws Water Canal, ivhich has a most inviting 
level foot-path, all along from its source at Loch Thom (or what 
has been called the little Caspian) to its termination. From it 
any person of taste, should he walk along it, will derive a high 
<legree of gratification. He may ascend by the zig-zag line given 
to it by the Deling Bum, for the accommodation of the mill-falls; 
and, as he moves upward, and is made acquainted with the 
whole design, he wilt become in some measure interested in the 
^speculation, and not withhold his tribute of admiration of the 
suggestion, that first led to the accompibhment of so magnifi^ 
cent an undertaking, by enterprising individuals, in concert with 
the lord c^ the manor. 

Who could have supposed that a water, apparently not at all 
having such an elevation, and stealing along, in its lonely course, 
through a mossy wild, at the back of a rugged range of hills, 
scarcely known but to the solitary angler, could be brought to 
glide six or seven miles gently along their edge, and to pour 
down, from its heathery elevation of GOO. feet, so many powerful 
and foaming cascades ? 

When he has got above the mill stations, and entered upon tJbe 
path, the fascinating panorama will then be seen spread out be* 
fore him in all its varied grandeur, and cannot fail to arrest his 
attention. On the east, his eye will be carried far away up 
through the channel of the Clyde, over an interesting landscape, 
till it is lost in the aerial perspective of the sky. Sweeping it 
nearer on each side, the broken descent of the land in many 
places, which are enriched with woods and gentlemen's villas, 
slopes to the edge of the river, and offers many beautiful sketches 
to the pencil. Port-Glasgow and Greenock on one side, and 
Dumbuck, with the ancient town and fortress of Dumbarton^ oh 
the other, will particularly attract his notice. But, as he carries 
the eye northward, it is met by the endings of the Grampian 
chain, where Benlomond and Benledi, with others less high, 
become conspicuous objects, and give a peculiar interest to the 
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scene. As he moves westward again, the tumultuous gmudeur 
of the Argyleshife mountains present themselves in all their high- 
land nu^dt^, Her^ and there, the different lochs are seen 
flb^tihg B.yfVLj up among them, and from their shining surfaces 
r^ect their dark shadbws, which, to those unaccustomed to 
^iheh' fdnmnfio prospects, must be peculiarly pleasiiig. As he 
luhi^ sdiithwaid^ the land is seen to flatten iii many parts, and 
to break into points ^nd idandi^, diversifying the picture. All 
:Hhe way downward, the mind, if indulging in reflections on tha 
K^"^ Active pursuits of man, will fmd touch entertainment, on seeing 
t^':$& many vessels, of all sizes,* pursuiiig their various courses on 
l^e wcfter, from above E^umbarton lill where Ailsa is seen far, far 
jray, like a soHtary watch-tower guarding the entrance of the 
: ^If de ; and here and there the steam-vessels make their 

" Circling paddles ply, 
And oead'^Mr tmAf pdinants through the sky.'* 

^r r A ver^ agreeable and picturesque* Walk turns' to the right at 
ttMi^o^ Innerkip toll-bar ; and, aft'ef ascending to the elevation 
^^^Sl^e Caddel Hill, the residence of Afexander Thomson, Esq., 
itctmimands a beautiful prospect. Immediately below, and on 
B#tte rising ground, stands Mr. Heron's Observatory,* which 
wili'^lre^ed in 1&19, for the purpose of accurately finding the 
time. Tbis was in sOme measure indispensable ; for as chrono- 
meteift were beconling more generally in use among the Clyde 
liavigators than heretofore, it consequently became a matter of 
. iiejrpottahbe to have a suitable building, with proper instruments, 
ill ofdisr that the rate of going of these valuable machines might 
foe determined in the most perfect manner. Considering this 

r.!!! I III i ii ■•■ .: ■■.. • . I II .1 ,1 , , ', ,1 „ 

-* The first observatory in Greenock was erected iiehldtd th4 Mid Parish'*^ 
Ohardi^ «nd contains the rcqaisite iostruments for oMervatiov, &c This^ 
place has been used as such by. Mr. Colin Lamon^ a highly meritorious gen-^ 
tleinaq, who was the first teacher of naTigation in Greenock. Mr. Ryder and 
^r. Lyon are the preaent teachers of navigation, and are highly creditable for 
their tbsovetie as weU as praistical knowledge of this branch of education. Bo- 
sides the observatories now alluded to, Mr. Clai'Ir, watchmaker, has erected a > 
place in Cathcart-street, behind his shop, which, jvith a transit and iistrooo- 
mical docki answers very well for the regulating of chronometers. 
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erection to be an object of public utility, and intimately con- 
nected with the commercial interests of the port, the late Sir 
Michael Shaw Stewart granted to Mr. Heron a suitable piece of 
ground, free of the customary feu-duty, and subject to only a 
small rent* 

The building is of an oblong octagonal form, and has two 
apartments. The eastern one is the observing-room ; in the 
middle of which stands one of the pillars that formerly sup- 
ported the ancient West Quay Shade, but which now carries 
a transit instrument. Besides the transit and a circle — both 
made by that unrivalled artist, Troughton — the observing- 
room contains a sidereal regulator; a three-and-a-half feet 
achromatic, and a six feet Newtonian telescope ; a comet-glass, 
wind-dial^ and all the usual appurtenances of a properly fur- 
nished (d)servatory. The regulator has an escapement of a 
peculiar construction^ which, as it offers no resistance to the 
ascent of the pendulum, may be reckoned perfectly detached. 
Our celebrated townsman, James Watt, when he last visited 
Greenock, examined it, and pronounced it to be different from 
any he had seen. The western apartment is occupied as a library 
and sitting-room. 

The building was scarcely completed when the comet of 1819, 
whijch excited so much attention, appeared. Observations were 
made here on it, as early as at the great observatories of Europe. 
These were continued as long as it was visible, and the results 
appeared from time to time in our Local Journal. Since then, 
the ordinary work of the observatory has been carried on with 
little interruption. 

It has been acknowledged by eveiy traveller who has visited 
Greenock, that for varied beauty of scenery it is almost unparal- 
leled. There is not a height in the suburbs that does not afford 
a panoramic view of such a character as to call forth the admi- 
ration of every one not absolutely dead to the lovely picturing 
of nature. Accordingly, the observatory, being placed on an 
eminence at the south-west quarter of the town, commands a 
prospect in the highest degree interesting ; and of which some 
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idea may be formed from the annexed view» taken by an artist 
not insensible to, the beauty which he has delineated* 

On leaving the observatory, and walking along the ridge of 
hill till. above Gourock, the prospect widens and varies at every 
half mile. It is never seen to such advantage as at the close of 
the day, when the descending sun brightens and gilds the ridges 
of hill on the opposite side, as with a stream of gold. You are 
particularly struck with the pointed hill known as Benarthur^ or 
the Cobbler, which rises near to Arrochar ; and, stretching away 
further to the west, the Puke*s Bowling-green is exceedingly 
marked. But the most majestic of all is the high and noble- 
looking hill which divides Lochgoil from Lochlong. This hill 
can be seen at an immense distance, and can be distinctly ob- 
served from Arthur's Seat and Edinburgh Castle. Looking 
farther down, the shores of Cowal, with their heath-brown hills, 
darken the atmosphere ; while Dunoon and Bute are distinctly 
visible. But the prospect — ^which is here seen in ail the variety 
of mountain, lake, and river — ^is at once bounded by the huge 
hills of Arran, which seem standing in sullen gi'andeur, gazing 
on the beautiful scene. «* 

Another delightful and no less varied walk, commences about 
the spot where the frontispiece, or eastern view of Greenock, is 
taken. In ascending this hill, in almost a direct line, all that 
we have already stated can also be seen. But the prospect ben 
comes more ample, as regards the scenes up the Clyde. On 
reaching Corlic top, the view is truly enchanting ; and though 
only 800 feet above the level of the sea, gives an exceedingly 
fine outline of the hill of Ardmore, Gairloch, Lochlong, and all 
the surrounding objects. Going farther back, there is a hill, the 
top of which is called Prospect Point ; and from this elevation 
portions of the shires of Lanark, Dumbarton, Stirling, Argyle, 
Ayr, and Bute, while the waters of Lochlomond, and part of one. 
of her many fine islands, can be seen. To direct the traveller 
to every object worthy of regard would be tedious ; and he must 
be cold of soul who can range along the hills of Greenock, with- 
out being more than struck with the glorious sight which every 
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where opens spoil him* The lover of satiife's beauties has every 
where the siiblii&e and beaatifbl ; and on locking down at the 
bottom of the hill towards the south-west. Loch Thorn displays 
its infant pride, as if it had been one* of those lakes which 
nature planted in its '' bed of hiU.'^ 

It is said that these hills abound with copper oit ; and at a 
pboe called the Cove, a gentleman of science commenced, at an 
early period, the searching for this and other precious roetsdsf 
which he declared the hill to abound with. About 1781, the 
labourers who were cc^leeting the various springs reached thi^ 
plttieey and discovered several implements hitherto unknown, and 
which were seen by the late Mr. Crawford of Hiilend. It is said 
that government interfered, and put a stop to the work. Tradi- 
tion also says, that there is a snbterraneail passage made, and 
by search will be found to exist, under the upper terrace, where 
Watt's monument is to be fixed, communicating to that shaft or 
mine. A company, at a later period, began the search for cop- 
per ore ;- but this was abandoned, from the scanty supplies which 
they got* 

In 1767 the first search for coal took place, and about five 
years ago various bores were made to a considerabie depth ; but 
the chance of success^ was so very unfavourable, that it was 
abandoned. In regard to minerals, the Rev. Mr. A. Reid, in 
his ** Statistical Account," published in 1793, says, — 

*< With respect to fossils, the parish of Greenock, as far as has been hitherto 
disooYered, affords none that are any way remarlcaUe. Along the coast, free- 
stone, mostly of a red colour, and sometimes beautifully variegated with nigu- 
lar spots of a light grey colour, occasionally intermixed with a great variety of 
what is called sea-pebble, of different shapes and hoes, is most coimiioo^ Tii» 
strata of tills stone on the shore,, and a great way above it, as if tbo vaaita 4if 
caverns below them had some time failed, are very irregular, scarcely ever 
horizontal, but dipping or inclining at different angles in every direction, and 
chiefly towards tlie south. Limestone, though much needed' for building, and 
improvement of coarse stiff grounds, has only been of late diseevered, and but 
in small ^piantities ; nor is it of the best quality, being mixed with a consider- 
able qaanlity of sand. Farther search, it is to be hoped, will be rewarded with 
better success. In the steep banks of some ol the numerous rivulets from the 
hiils, and in a thick bed of schistuS) there appears a thin seam of it, divided into 



Ill 

pieoes abosl the tixe of a man** head, and of excellent qnality. These, as they 
fall,, (for the expense of ground and lahonr >raald Iter axoeed their Tahie,) are 
carefally collecte49 and used with good effe<$t hy the attentivo fitrmor. 

" Whether it would he adTisable to make trial for coal In any part of the 
parish, those skilled in that business will he best able to determine. Fiom the 
vast quantity used in Greenodc and Fort- Glasgow, and annually exported by 
the merehants of both plaees, m asass of that neesssary eammodlty would, If is 
evident, be a source of great wealth to the proprietor, and a very great benefit 
to the Inhabitants of these towns, and the places adjacent. In digging pretty 
deep wells, Ice., there haTC occurred strata of earth, clay mixed with shells, 
sea aand, gravd^ fiwestone, wMn,^lfce., bat no appearance hitherto of that ralu- 
able foesil. The hills, for the most part, eeem to be a mass of wftln, rery ooid* 
pact and solid in some parts; in others, especially toward their summits, 
ehinky and friabk. In not a few places, the rocks seem once to have been in 
a state of fusion, and loose stones scattered here and there, exhibit so much the 
appearance of the cinders of a smithy faniaee, that there can be little doubt ef 
their having undergone, seme time or other, the action of fire. What minerals 
the Greenock hills may contain, Is not known. The deep chasms made In 
them by sundry rivulets, which, after heary rains, descend In torrents, have 
been earsfully examined. In the drought of summer, the loose stones, pebblee, 
and sand» in the ehanael of these sCteams, have been examined by the writer 
of this sketch; but excepting ironstone of a poor quality^ which le frequently 
found, and a little copper rarely in freestone, np metallic substance has beeii 
hitherto discovered." 

Of the ^U he also gibserveg :-^ 

<« The soil, elose upon the shore. Is, In general, very light, sandy, and full of 
gravel, requiring frequent showers to produce tolerable pasture. After rest,' 
however, and the aid of a little manure in favourable seasons, sea ware, for in- 
stance, of which from time to time, by strong westerly and northerly gales, 
there is no small quantity thrown on the shore, It produces very good crops of . 
ools and barley ; and (which annually becomes a great object of culture) large 
quantities of potatoes of the best quality. In the ascent, to a considerable dis- 
tance fVom the flat ground on the shore, there occur soils of various kinds, 
earth, day, tilt, fcc Farther np, and towards the summit of the hills seen 
from the shore, the soil for the most part is thin, In some places mossy ; the 
bare rodrs here and there appearing. On the other side of these hills, except 
a few cultivated spots in the ascent to and on the banks of Grife^ heath, com- 
monly tall, and a coarse beUty grass prevail.*' 

i 

Since the period this was written, labour has certainly done 
much for the soil. We have as beautiful and £ertik spots a» can 
be found any where ; while the specimens of flowers^ fmits, &C/, 
as reared in the open air, and exhibited at the horticultural so- 
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cieties, are not only nearly as early as other places, but of eqoal 
quality and beauty. — Mr. Reid goes on to state, that, 

« The nocaltivated part of the parish affords pasture for Mack cattle and 
8heep» and abounds with the different sorts of game eosiinon in this part of the 
country. In severe and continued frosts» vast flocks of wiid dueks repair to 
the frith for their subsistence, and in snow, sometimes large flights of rooks 
fre^ent the shore. The food of the former is long grass, for which they dive 
to a considerable depth; of the latter, wUks or periwinkles, which, having 
raised about fifty feet, they let fall among stones^ stooping instantly after their 
prey. If tiw shell is not broke* they lift it again and again* Their toil is 
amazing, and their gain very small, where there is as much wind as carries the 
wilk out of its perpendicular direction. Frauds in this business, as well as 
in that of building their nests, are attempted among them, which, when dis** 
covered, meet with instant and condign punishment. 

'* To tills, and other hints of natural cariosities in the parish, given above, 
several others might be added. From the scooping of the rocks, for instance; 
a good way above high water mark, the fine polish of the gravel, and shells of 
the same kind with those which are at this time found on the abore, it is evi- 
dent that the sea has greatly reoediedk The cmitfactmri of aea-pebUes, as tbey 
are oalled, which are scattered on some parts of the shore, and som« pretty 
large blocks of greyish whin, scarcely yielding to any force but that of gun>- 
powder, and in texture perfectly resembling Shakespeare's * nnwedgeable and 
gnarled oak,* it will not be easy to account for, ontheprinciplesof any of those 
theories of the earth, which in succession have been, with too much oonfidence, 
ushered into the world. Though some of the springs, with which the Green- 
ock hills abound, are, in some degree, impregnated with iron, in general they 
emit the purest water, which is collected into sundry reservoirs, and thence 
conducted, in leaden pipes, to the different parts of the town. In widening, 
the crevices of the rocks, from which the water issues, one is surprised to ob- 
serve sometimes ten or a dozen frogs of different sizes, aad of a dark coloar,- 
forced into day by the increased stream. Whether they were natives of the 
place from whence they came, entered in their tadpole state, or soon after, it ia 
certain, that if the opening had not been enlarged, they could not have gone 
out ; and it is- remarkable, a circumstance on which one might morslia»» that 
all of them make the utmost effort to return to their cold dark dungeon." 

The communication which Greenock had with other places, 
till about 1812, was with sailing packets and coaches. Six 
coaches used to run regularly between Greenock and Glasgow, 
independent of the tedious passage by covered boats, called 
** fly-hdats f but which used often to occupy a day and a half 
in what is now done by steam in little more than two hours, since 
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the iotroduclion of steam-boats^ the first of which, the Comet, 
appeared on the Clyde in 18 1 2. This was the first built in the 
kiiigck>m, and plied regularly between Glasgow and Greenock. 
The person who built this boat was Henry Bell, who, we are 
happy to state, has at length been rewarded accordbg to his 
itterits, by a pension from government, as well as private dona- 
tions. The steam-boats which now ply upon the Clyde are 
numerous ; and some of them built by our ship-carpenters here 
are truly beautiful models. They, as well as our ships^ are ad- 
mired wherever they go, for the fine taste which has planned 
and executed them. The largest steam-vessel built, and cer-^ 
tainly the most beautiful, was the United Kingdom; we have 
already said she was launched from Messrs. Robert Steele & Co.'s 
building-yard. The next in size was The Chiejfltain, built 
by R. <&: A. Carsewell. It was from this port that the first 
steam-vessels which navigated the opai sea between Dublin and 
Holyhead, were fitted out, and coibsequently those which nm 
betwixt the Clyde and Mersey. Steam*^essels leave our harbours 
regularly for Dublin, Liverpool, Belfast, and Derry, independent 
of thoae which call at the intermediate ports^ In 1827 the num-" 
bcr which plied was estimated at about sixty, and in 1829 they 
certainly have not decreased. 

In bringing this work nearly to a close, we cannot but allude 
to the only institution in Greenock incorporated by Royal Char- 
ter, and which has been the means of doing much good to the 
trade of the Clyde, from the attention which has always been 
paid to communications, &c., emanating from this body : — 

The Chamber of Commerce was instituted in 1813 by a Royal 
Charter. The first directors were — 

Alexander Dunlop. John Deniiiston. 

James Leitch. James Watt. 

Archibald Baine. James Ritchie* 

John M'Naught. James Kippen. 

Robert Ewing. Gershom Stewart. 

Hugh Hamilton. John Dunlop. 
John Buchanan, jun. 
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The object of this institution is to consider of, and suggest, 
sMich plans and systems as may contribute to the protection and 
improvement of those branches of commerce and manufactures 
with -which they may be connected, or think conducive to the 
interest of the country. 

The labours of this society, which have been considerable, 
embrace a great variety of business connected with public affiurs, 
or with the peculiar concerns of the trade of Clyde. 

An important class in every community are the medical prac- 
titioners ; and here they stand very high as to professional skill 
and acqurement. The following are the names of those who 
practised here, from the earliest period to the time of Dr. 
£wing: — 

Dr. Cunningham, who survived the two following, (Mr. W. 
Wikon and Mr^ Love,) died in 1 769. Mr. Love published a paper, 
entitled '' Observations on the Effects of Lignum Guacum in Can- 
cer,'* in the 5th volume of the Medical Essays, printed in 1735. 
Mr. Wilson was father to Mr. Nathan \^lson, who succeeded 
him in practice, and was himself succeeded by his son William. 
Mr. Gavin Fullarton died in 1795 ; and Mr. David Colquhoun 
in' 1807. Dr. John Colquhoun succeeded his father, and died 
in 1817. Mr. P. Bruce, and Dr. Ewing, both died young. 

The following are those at present practising here : — 

Andrew Hill, M. D. James Mackay, M. D. 

John Speirs, M, D. John Speirs, Surgeon. 

John Simpson, Surgeon. David Patrick, Surgeon. 

J. B. Kirk, M. D. John King, M. D. 

Ninian Hill, M. D. Frederick Gordon, Surgeon. 

Archibald Robertson, M. D. John Hull, Surgeon. 

William Turner, Surgeon. Charles Auld, Surgeon. 

The writers in Greenock were, for a number of years, united 
into a society, by the name of " The Society of Writers in Green- 
ock ; and, upon a branch of the Sheriff Court being established 
in Greenock, thciy obtained a Charter, or Seal of Cause, from the 
late Sir Michael Shaw Stewart, incorporating them, under the 
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name and style of *' The Faculty of Procurators in Greenock/' 
This charter is dated 29th Jan. 1810, and under it a variety of 
bye-laws wei'e made by the faculty, as to the admission of pro- 
curators, yearly contributions for the support of widows, &c. ; 
which were acted upon until within the last two or three years, 
when, some of the members becoming dissatisfied with the regu- 
lations of the faculty, the widows' fund, which had been accu- 
mulated to about £600, was latterly divided ; so tha^e society 
may now be considered as virtually dissolved. The faculty had 
a good law library, which is still supported by a great majority 
of the procurators. 

The following is a list of writers at present amongst us : — 



Robert Steuart. 
Wm. Kerr. 
Allan Swan. 
Jbhn Lamont. 
Geo. Williamson. 
John Dunlop. 
Arch. M'Kinnon. 
John Paton. 
David Crawford. 



Sam. Gemmell. 
James Turner. 
Arch. Yuill. 
John BljBck. 
Day. Glassford. 
Wm. Liddell. 
James Turner, jr. 
Andi'ew Ingles. 
Crawfurd Muir. 



W. Johnston. 
Wm. Currie>. 
Jos. Linton. 
Robert Blair^ 
James Speirs, jr. 
James Dunlop. 
William Service. 



The following facts connected with Greenock have been chro- 
nologically arranged from 1739 to 1802 ; and though not em- 
bodied in the history itself, may be of sufficient consequence to 
interest the reader. It was intended to bring them down to the 
present time ; but as this would cause repetition, it has not 
been done. 

1739.— Dreadful hurricane, wlien 14 TeeedB were driven on shore, and one yes- 
eel, the Happy Union, came with such violence above M'Gilp** Point, 
(Open Shore,) as to Icnoelc down the gable of a Mrs. Weir's house, while 
the family were at breakfast. This occurred on ISth January. Five boats 
smuggling brandy were cast on shore, and ail hands perished. 
1746.— General Campbell orders twelve pieces of cannon, to put Invenry in a 
state of defence. 
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Uik.Jiilgr.-^JBiiiiikeyi Orr «rrtvtd fiwn M«rWsu Smt m Iriirii wiMny 

• land 30 raM offiMn ; who, on Mof landed, ««n gneted by the pc^nlace 

with <« Ylrt U Rai," imafiniiig Prinoe Cliarin to be of the party. They 

immediately ettog» <* Jnd a-begging Ufe mud go.*' 

Aofiiat.— Every honae in Ofeeoaclc aaarahed by eenitablH, In 4soae^[iieaGe 

of InfermatiOD beiaf atttfto Edlnb«ih that PlPfaMe Chwha waa hwa. 

17M.-^On the $Oth of January, they had the highest tide at CNneenociL thathad 
been known these fifty years. 

1761 .-^-SOth Jaooary* A duel fought behind Mr. Macfie's sogarfaonse, between 
Lieutenant Legge and Mr. Russet, whenthelatter w«n ldn«d iMitiiespot. 
His M^esty game the Royal asaent to the IbHenHng BUI on the SSd May :— • 
** An Act for leyying a duty of two pennies Scots, or a 8lzth<^Mrt of a 
penny Sterling, on every Scots pint of Ale and Beer, which shall be brewed 
for sale, brought into^ tapped, or sold within the Town of Greenock, and 
Baronies of Easter and Wester Oreenock and Finnart» and liberties thereof 
In the County of Renfrew ; for repairing the Harbour of the said Town ; 
and for other purposes theiidn mentioned.** 

]7de.-^OQtober.-pTbers was, about the middle of the month, Ihe largest take 
of herrings ever known off Fort-Glasgow and Greenodc Abote 200 
boats were employed in that fishery. The fishes came up the frith in^nch 
shoals, that, in one morning, Captain Noble, of Farm, caught in his yare 
to the Talue 4^ twenty guineas and upwards. 
East. and Mid Qnay first causewayed. 

1756.i«. Weights for weighing tobaccogotfrom Bristol, and a tax laid upon ioch 
hogshead to defray ezpentest 

.i767.**-Damage was done in several places, on the evening of March 33d, by a 
otorm, accompanied with thunder arid lightning. At Greenock several 
vessels were drove from their anchors, and stranded. 

1758.»Dledat Greenoi^ 1st July, Ci^taki C. Craig, of the Ingram merchant- 
man. As ths ship Betty was firing her guns on her arrival from Jamaica, 
Qtptidn Craig, then aecidentolly walldag on the qnay, was mtfortnantely 
shot through the bsUy by the wadding of one of tbeao^ aad-died in an 
hour after. 

]7€0,^Edmburgk, February SS.— This mmnlng, an eitpress fram Captoin Hay, 
regulating captain at Greenock, advises, that the French squai^oo, under 
M. Tbnrot, left Islay on Tuesday, and on Wednesday entci«d thefidtb 
of Clyde, where they cruized for seme time, and at last, i^on a signal 
given, bore all away for the Irish coast ; adding, that Lieut. Faterson, 
wlMm he had despatdied^tn a whervy to lAserve the enemy*s mottoaa, had 
sent him notiee, that on Thotsday momiBg ho came up with tiieir oyiad- 
ron en the Irish coast, And saw them land at CaitickfeBgoa a anmber of 
men, to the best of faia absarratlon not above 1600, nor under 1000. 
The Ingram^ CampbeU, from Lisbon for Greenock, with wine and salt, 
taken February SOCh,. near Ailsa, by M* Thnrot. Tke captain and orow 
were put ashore at Carrickfergus, and the ship sent for Bergen In Norway. 
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Ob May 90^ lh««M9M of IIm tAte Dvkeof Aryyls ttri««dl al OrMuddc firott 
Ixmdon ; and on Tbanday moraiofy May SI, was pan on board tbo tnff^e 
of tho flmiily» wMok -vai d ooor a »> d with olMMlards and •Motoheoiis, and 
the armorial bearing! of tko flunily* The barge was attended by thirteen 
other bargee^ all properly deooratedy In which were the reUtlone and 
friendaof tfaelbmlly, whojitlendad thodorpee to Kifanon, thahnrial-piace 
of tho laniUy» where it waa deinalted. Darfaig the whole time of the 
proceiBion this day, minute guns were fired Iran Dombarton Castle^ and 
.from the ehJpeat Oreenodi and i^Mri-GlHgowy and on the rifar. The 
pMoeeeion by wter waa poonUarly grand and oriemn. 

176&--^reatdii«neB, in eonfte^vMiee of the high prioeof meal, when the Ma. 
gietratsB and Semione pmnshaae lor the pooiw 
MenAants agree to pay one halfpenny on the hoplMad of tebaeeo^ to kee 

ehede in repair. . 
EiUnburgk, Ifordb KK-^Yeslerday, MatOew Jaek, cooper, and Hnmpbrey 
Ewing, porter, both In Greenock, were tried be£»re the High Court of 
Jnsticiary, for abstracting the King's weights, and oabetltnting light 
weights in the ooale, at weighing teb a e oee for ozportaiion, thcnhy to de- 
fraad the re«snne In the ^Mboatnree to be granted on exportation. An 
nBantanons terdict was retumed, finding them guilty. 

liee.-'^Sepiember 4.— The aocoonts we had Jbnserly from Gaptidn Althsn of 
Irvine, and Captain M'Cunn of thAs piseo, of a sunk rock near thoontry 
of the wHTth channel, are now confirmed by Captain Dnnlop, of tho Bogle, 
who arrived tUe day ftom Virginfah and giTce tiie following aoooant :— •' 
lliat on the S9th nh., about four in the afternoon, he fell In with a smsU 
rock, bearing N. about a quarter of a mile ; and, by the best computation 
tfaoy «oald make, lay about 00 leagnee W. of Fillinghead, en tin west 
const of Ireland. Its top was ragged, and abont the length of the ship's 
keel, and i^peared about seven or olght feet abofva water; and, by an ob- 
servation they had that day at noon, was enactly in the latitude of 66 do- 
grees. They had « brisk gide at WNW., rnnnhig afac or seven knots, 
when tiioy loetoight of it, which was in twenty minutes. It bore NW. 
by W. distant abont two-and-a-half miles. 

nm,^May 25.— A fisw days ago, some people In this place, in searohing for 
eoal noer Gonrock, dleoot ersd a promising vrtn of copper ore, a little to 
• tiie eoiithwwrd of Sir John Stuart of Castlemilk*8 house ; seteral pieces of 
which they have brought faitl^r, and, by a chemical operation, it provce to 
bo very good. As it Is found only two or threo foot below ground, it is 
huagined'that what tliey have seen lono mora than brandies finm an ex- 
teneivemine, lying seemingly in a direct line from Kempoch Feint, near 
Gourook, to Longoraig, upwards of n mile sout h ca s t t 

177S.— On Wednesday morning, Janaary SO, a dieadlhl hurricane, accompa- 
nied with a little rain, did a great deal of damige in several plaess in Scot- 
land ; being the greatest that has bom ibit since the Mgh wind in Jannary, 
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1750. At GreMoi^ tbo starm wm yery MTore, where leveral clupe were 
driven aihore and bilged, and eome liree leet. 
1775.— Town officer imprieoned and dinuiaaed for allowinf a priaoner to eacape. 

Bailie Gemmell writea Lord Cathcart to get tbe Mvgiatratea made Justioea 
of the Peace, 

Magiatrmtea and Coaneil write Lord Calhcartt to know the truth of a Col- 
lector and Comptroller iMing appointed herc^ and if it will he pnjodicial 
to the intereata of the port. 

March S&— Notwithatandlng the diaturbancea in Ameriea, the apieit of emi- 
gration atill unhappily prevailiu Thia weeli a oeaaideraUe number of 
labourera and uaeful mechanica from Montelth, Kippen, ke., aome of 
them membera of the Perth and Stirling Company, are gone down to 
Greenocfcfjn order to embark for North America. 

About the end of May, four Teaaela, containing about 700 emigranta, aailed 
for America from Port-GUugow and Greenock, meet of themftom the 
North Highlanda. 

June 3.— Yeaterday, before the aailing of the Monlmia for New York, the 
officera of the cuatoma diveated the Muigranta of all their fire-arma, awoida, 
and daggera, before they went on board ; by. which prudent condoct, the 
ownera and freightora of the v eaee l were aaved Irom the penaltiea injkted 
by the Act 29 Geo. II., for exporting anua, gunpowder, && 
1776.— Additiona made to Weat Burying-ground. 

A abip aailed lately from Greenock for America, with afaoca, atecfciBga, 
plalda, belta, &c., for a regiment of emigranta now raiaing by govenMaent 
in America, to be called the " Hoyal Highland Emigranta." Coat^arma, 
and ammunition, are aent from I«ondon. 

About the middle of January, a government agent contnacted with aome 
merdianta of Glaagow and Greenock for upwardaof 7000toiiBof ahipping, 
to carry troopa to America, and for bedding, water-caaka, buteher-meaty &c 
] 777.— The Katie, Captun Clarke, and the Aliaon, Captain JamlMon, two of 
the three armed yeaaels £tted out at Greenock, put toaea on the 19th of 
July, and returned on the 26tb, having aeen none of the privateera during 
their cruiee. The third veaael waa left behind, owing, it ia aald, to a 
tt'oubleaome fellow to whom ahe belonged, who waa going to run away 
with her, after the committee had manned and fitted her completely. 
1778. — Many towna in Scotland, on account of the revolt of the Amerieaa 
Colonies, aaaiated in pi'omotiDg the recruiting aervice, by offering bountiea 
to permna reaiding within their limits ; aome limited as to time, and as to 
certain officera with whom to enlist. Amongat theae waa the town of 
Greenock, which oilered two guineas a man for the Athol Highlandera, in 
the company of Lord Cathcart, or that of his brother, Mr. Charles. 

Fifty-six French prisoners, the crews of prisEes which had been carried into 
Greenock by Scottish privateers, arrived at Glasgow on the 18th, and at 
Edinburgh on the USA of November, under a guard of the Western Fen- 
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ciblw. Tbey were lodged in apartments fitted op for tbem in Edinburgh 
Caatle. 
On information tbat our enemies intended to distress tbe west coast, a train 
of artiilerj—fiiro nine-pounders and two six-poonders— was sent from 
Edinburgh Castle for Greenock, Sept. 5th ; and 200 email arms, with the 
lilKO number of cartonehe-hozes, ftc., to arm the inhabitants of that town 
who Toluntarily offered their serrices. At the same time, several bodies 
of troops marched to the same place. 
Before the middle of October, nine priyateers fitted out on the Clyde had 
sailed, and Ato more were almaot ready to sail, carrying in whole upwards 
of 200 guns and 800 men. 

1779.— Magistrates and Town Council most strenuously oppose the Catholic 
Claims. Afterwards Lord George Gordon visited Greenock, and received 
a gold box for his exertions in that cause. On tbe night of his acquittal 
the town was illuminated. 

1781-- Wells first opened on a fair-day. 
Lamps first lighted. 

1784«— Postage of a single letter finom Edinburgh to Greenock, threepence. 
On Friday, April 83, were committed to the tdbooth of Edinburgh, by 
warrant of the Judge of the High Court of Admiralty, James Herdman, 
John M'lver, and Archibald M'Callnm, merchants in Greenock. They 
are accused at the instance of Robert Hunter, Esq., and others, under- 
writers in London, with wilfully and feloniously sinking or destroying 
certain ships at sea, upon which Mr. Hunter and others had underwritten 
considerable sums ; and for which oifences these gentlemen mean to bring 
them to trial capitally before the Judge Admiral.— >They were found 
guilty, and pilloried at Glasgow. 
The Gazette of 17th July contains notice, that information has been trans- 
mitted by the Court of France to the Secretary of State, that several of 
his Britannic Majesty's subjects are detained in France as hostages for 
payment of ransoms. Notice is given, that in case such ransom bills are 
not forthwith discharged, prosecutions will be commenced In the Court of 
Admiralty against all minsters, owners and others, unjustly refusing or 
neglecting to pay tbe sums of money stipulated for relief of those unfortu- 
nate persons, who have suffiered so long an Imprisonment. The following 
are the ships belonging to Greenock contained in the list :— 

Ships and Captains. Place. Hostages. Bamom Sums. 

Fortitude, Johnston Greenock C. Kennedy 1500 Guineas 

John, Crawford do. D. White 60 do. 

Bell, Bange do. A. Stewart 50 do. 

I'T^T.'-^^ugust SI.— The take of herrings from the Garvel Perch to Finlayston 
Point, and even to Dumbarton Castle, is amazing, since the 15th instant. 
They are sold from elghtpence to one shilling per hundred, for salting, and 
for the red-herrlttg house at Gourock ; and the dealers in herrings come 
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4k»frn b«re» wid salt op vail ^puntiliM in •!«■§• tmA leiMa boxes, which 
tbey carry thraagh the oaantry on carta for sale. 

1791.— On Iha 9l8i Mardi tha ahip Bronawiok vaa lamidMd fhnn Metan. 
Seatt ft Ca.*a buildln^-yanL Ska oMaaaraa abont 600 tona earpanter's 
tannaga^ aaay aarry abant MOO toaa real bnrdcD, an4 ia aoppoead ta be the 
larf eet TeaMl built in Sooiland ainaa tba Uniao. Sba ia ballt Ibr the New 
Bmnswick and NoTa Soatia trade. 

1796.— The following singular excarrion waa performed by Captain M< Alpine. 
-—He eet oot from Greenock In a anall boat with a party, and niled up 
Loehlong ; and Imping got their boat carried oTer in a cart, about two 
miles from the head of Loehlong to Lochlomond, eailed down the Loch 
and Water of Leren up to the Broomielaw of Glasgow, and returned safe 
to Greenock. 

1796.-— Tha storm an Saturday, thaSSd January, waa oneommonly aerere on 
the west coast, accompanied with Tery high tides at Greenock. It was 
accompanied with a great deal of thonder and lightning. None of the 
shipping, howerer, we are happy to say, suffered any damage. For two 
days previous the tides ware remarkably high, but on the S5th there waa 
dM kigkeat OTar remambersd. All tba quays and breasts were eorerad 
completely, and the dry dock was filled by the oTarflow of the wateia. 
The Dutch frigate, Jason, mounting 86 guns, with upwards of 800 men on 
board, was on the 8th inst. brought into Greenock by her crew, who had 
put their oiBcers under confinement. This frigate is part of a Dutch 
squadron which aalled from the Texel in February last; but, haTing met 
with damages, waa oUigad to put into Drontheim to refit. A great party 
'of the Sutherland Fencibles have marched from Glasgow for Greenock, to 
take possession of the frigate. 

1799.— A dreadful fire broke out at Greenock in a sail-cloth maker's, on the 
16th March, which did great damage^ Besides the houses, upwards of 
600 bolls of wheat, 100 puncheons of rum, 400 bags of sugar, and many 
other articles, were consumed. 
Jpril 4.— The two O'Connors, Dr. M<Niven, and the other state priaonera 
who arrived from Ireland a few days ago, were escorted from Greenock, 
on their route to Fort* George, by Major Hay and a detadiment of the 
North York Militia. They are twenty in all,— eixteen from Dublin, and 
four from Belfiut. They are completely cropped, and all wear moustachea 
in the French style. 

1801.- Such is the flourishing state of the commerce of the Clyde, that there 
ware employed in the trade of Greenock alone, in the year ending 6th 
January last, 175,551 tons of shipping; and the revenue of customs for 
the same period was L. 180,841 Is. 814 d. Sterling. 
The population of Greenock in 1801 was 17,458. 

1802.— The population of Greenock increases so rapidly, that notwithstanding 
the n^any new buildings, many poor famiUes could not pnianre houaesat 
this tenui and have been obliged to take up their abode in bams as4 out- 
houses. 
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Mr. Noel, Member of the French National institute, arrlTed at GYeenoch 
last week. He is, we understand, preparing for the press a '< Natural 
History of the Herrfni^ ;*' and the object of his visit to Greenodc is to add 
to his stock of knowledge on the subject, by conversing with Mr. Hugh 
Crawford, whose known attention to the badness of the fisheries pointed 
him out as well qualified to fumtsh the desired information. 



The documents connected with this history having beeir 
nearly exhausted, it now only remains to give a short ^etch of 
the various pleasure tours which can be accomplished in a short 
period from our harbour. And there is scarcely any situation 
round about more centrical for embarking on a tour of pleasure 
for two days^ or as many weeks ; while the convenience of out 
inns, and their excellent mans^ement, ensure every comfort. 

The first of these is the delightful excursion to Helensburgh^ 
the Gairloch, and Roseneath. The usual way is by steam 
to this fashionable watering vills^e; and from this you canf 
walk up the banks of the Loch to the Row Ferry, and from 
thence cross to Roseneath. The scenery from this extensive 
peninsula is of the most sublime description, combining, as it 
does, many beautiful scenes of high cultivation ; all of which are 
bounded with a ridge of finely marked hills. Before leaving this 
spot, it is worth while visiting the mansion of the Ihike of Ar- 
gyle. Though in an unfinished state, it has still a princely ap- 
pearance. The next tour to Lochgoilhead and Arrochar can be 
accomplished by Dumbarton ; and by embracing this route, the 
Vale of Leven, with its winding stream, and the exquisite scen- 
ery of Lochlomond, with its many islands and lofty Ben, can all 
be seen.. If the traveller wishes to extend his journey beyond 
the day, he can turn to the right from Inversnaid Mill, and i^om 
thence visit the old fort of Inversnaid, as also Locharkil, Loch- 
catharine, and Trosachs, with their rich and unrivalled scenery ; 
and £rom thence continue the route either by Aberfoyle, or by 
Lochs Achray and Venacher, through CaHender on to Stirling, 
which can be accomplished in about two days. The route whteb 
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tunifl from the left at Lochkniond, is a narrow stripe of land, 
which divides its waters firom those of Lochlong. Having reached 
Arrochar, here the scenery is of the wildest description ; and 
Benarthar lifts its abrupt top towards the west. The sail down 
Lochlong is truly interesting ; but probably the best winding up 
of the tour is to proceed through Glencroe on to Inverary. This 
leads through that bleak and barren vale, with its ragged crags, 
tiH you reach Lochrestal^ in the vicinity of which is a stone in- 
scribed with " Rest and be tbankfuL" Proceeding onwards, the 
jroad varies, and assumes an interesting appearance, till you 
reach Ardkinglas, and from this cross Lochfine to Inverary at St. 
Catharines^ The pleasure-grounds around the Duke's castle are 
extensive and well planned. The hill of Dunicoich, which stands 
behind the castle, has a fine appearance. The castle was begun 
in 1745, and has been much improved ; and is well worthy of 
being visited by the stranger. On leaving Inverary, the route 
can be pursued down Loch^ne, and along the picturesque scen- 
ery of the Kyles of Bute ; or from Strachur on the opposite side, 
along Locheck, till you reach Holy Loch. 



The work is now brought to a close ; and though it embraces 
but a short period, has many facts which may be interesting to 
those who are natives, residing here or in a foreign land. Many 
of these particulars have been gleaned from old inhabitants, 
who still remember the beginning ot almost all our streets, and 
when not a single spire or stalk reared its head. The change 
has been wonderful ; and to those who, after thirty years' ab- 
sence, have again visited their early scenes and schoolboy haunts, 
the effect of all this has been almost O¥erpowering. That love 
of country which is the distingubhing characteristic of almost 
every Scotsman, in whatever dime, or under whatever drcim- 
>tances their lot may be cast, is considered very powerfol in those 
who have left our shore, and, Arough various circumstances. 
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been dHnpelled to geek wealth and honours in other lands. If 
these few pages recall to them any thing of the pbat, or stir 
up a kind remembranoe, one object of this book has been ac- 
complished. And to those who remain, none amongst them can 
wish more fervently for a union of feeling, in looking to the in- 
terests of the community, and to the growing importance of our 
native town, than the compiler of these pages, who now con- 
cludes this history in the beautiful lines of Sir Walter Scott : — 

« BreathM there the man, with eoal so dead. 
Who never to himself hath said. 

This is my own, my native land ! 
Whose heart hath ne*er within him ham*d, 
As home his footsteps he hath tani*d, 

From wandering on a foreign strand ! 
If such there breathe, go, mark him well ; 
For him no Minstrel raptures swell ; 
High thoogh his titles, prood his name, 
Boundless his wealth as wish can daim ; 
Despite those titles, power, and peltV 
The wretch, concentred all in self, 
Living, shall forfeit fair renown. 
And, doubly dying, shall go down 
To the vile dust, from whence he sprung, 
Unwept, nnhonour^d, and unsung." 



NOTES. 



NoTK 1, page 8, lloe 6. 
The derivation of the name Gbebhock is from << Chalmers* Caledonia.'^ 
Mr. Williamson has written an ingenioos letter, proving that ** Graenaig," 
meaning a sunny hay, is the proper derivation. In tibis he has also the autho- 
rity of Mr. Reid, in the <* StatisUcal Aocouni;" and tibls is prohaUy the 
moet correct* 

Non 2, page 81. 

An account is given of the poor's rates for 1820. In Mr. Reltf's Statisti- 
cal work are the following remarks on this subject for 1793 :— 

'* The funds for the maintenance of the poor, who are very nnmerous, are 
the weekly collections at the churches, the Marine Society, and the trades 
boxes. These being inadeq^aate, and to put a stop to vagrant bagging, with 
which the town was intolerably infested, the inhabitants of both parishes, in 
1785, agreed to assess themselves in a sum that might supply the deficiency. 
The scheme, which has been conducted as the law directs, has been continued ; 
and, but for the simplicity of people who still give encouragement to vagrantii 
would completely answer its important end. The sum raised by assessmeit 
from the beginning has not greatly increased. The assessment for 1791 won 
£360. Where there are many separate fands for the maintenance of tha 
poor, it is not to be supposed (bat an equal distribution can be made. It is 
Iherefore much to be wished, that as many of them as possibly could, were 
thrown into one, for the benefit of the indigent. The annual amount of cha- 
rities in Greenock is not less, it is believed, than £1200 Sterling." 

Note 3, page 44, line 31. 

The number of cattle killed at the Slaughterhouse last year was, 1165 
cows, 1139 calves, 9385 sheep, 8816 lambs, 4 goats, and 106 swine. 

In 1815 it stood thu8^2391 cows, 15,105 sheep, 8500 lambs, and 285 
swine. 



126 NOTES. 

Non 4, page 03» line 15. 
It is stated, that in 1819 the revennes from the Harbour exceeded £9000 
per annum. This year the amount stands thus— 

Harbour Duty, „.i, ,»,■ £5226 9 2 

From l^eds, ^m ^ 2318 17 6 

From Steam-boats, , 1308 7 6 

From New Dock, 889 5 

From Anchorage and Ring Money,.,^ 794 3 7 

Harbour PoUoe to Cr.^ .„m .„. 706 17 . 2 



£11,243 15 4 



Non 5, page 89» 
It is to be regretted that the Ust of Mr. Scott*a. tonnage of shlp-buUdiog 
goes no farther bade th^ 1802, though the business was begun in 177^ 
The Tesseis built since thai period amount in tonnage to 16,800^ of aqnare. 
and fore-and-aflt-rigged VesselB and steamers. There is at present a fine sUpi . 
on stocks, to be called the - Jdin Scott;** the fnll-lengtii figure-head of 
which is an excellent likeness^ and has been out by our talented townsman, 
Bf r. A* Eobertson of JUverpool. 

NoTK 6, page 9a 
M^sar^« R. & A. CerseweU's tonnage of shipping in all amonnte.t«^299S^ 
including Uh); " Hugh Crawford/* a fine cutter of 60 tons, lawNbed a f«w. 



ERRATA. 




i 18, line S4, >• AnUbuigher, read Buxsber. 


19, s. »ifi; 


1802. 


85. 6, ISSft, 


18SS. 


36, 1, 18U1. 


ISOi. 


45, 89. i.. 


WM. 


69, 31, Mr. M'Kirdy, 


Peter Love. 
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